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MEMOIR OF THE LATE REV. MOSES FISHER. 


BY THE REY. JAMES LISTER. 


Tur death of the Rev. Moses Fisher 
ef Liverpool was noticed in the Maga- 
zine of February last. His death was 
very unexpected by his friends and by 
his brethren in the ministry. He had 
attended a series of public meetings 
which were held in this town during five 
successive days, at the close of the late 
and commencement of the present year, 
by ministers and churches of different 
denominations. In these meetings, which 
were held twice a day, and were attend- 
ed by increasing congregations, Mr. 
Fisher took a lively interest, and ex- 
pressed the great satisfaction and enjoy- 
ment le experienced from them: he ap- 
peared vigorous and untired to the con- 
clusion. 

His illness was of short continuance, 
commencing with symptoms of a severe 
cold, which soon terminated in fever, de- 
priving him as it increased of the use of 
his reason, except at intervals. He died 
on the 17th of January, in the sixty-fifth 
year of his age. 

His death excited much sorrow among 
his many friends, and funeral sermons 
were preached by dissenting ministers 
in various places of worship in Liver- 
pool. After his death there was found 
among his papers a brief outline of his 
life drawn up by himself, from which 
are taken the subsequent extracts, and 
to these are subjoined a few observations 
on his christian dnd ministerial cha- 
racter, 1 
; ie born in the city of London, 

1 2, 1775. . My parents were in re- 
spectable circumstances. They were 
both members of the Independent church 
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meeting in White Row, Spitalfields, 


: 


then under the pastoral care of the Rev. 
Nathaniel Trotman. I was blessed with 
religious education, It pleased God to 
call me by his grace when I was about 
fourteen years of age. I was baptised 
ona profession of faith, and united to 
the Baptist church of Hammersmith in 
the year 1793. .I was married in the 
year 1796 to Mary Scarborough, daugh- 
ter of Richard and Elizabeth Scarbo- 
rough, late of Hammersmith. I was 
sent into the ministry by the unanimous 
voice of the church at Hammersmith, in 
the year 1799. 
and supply destitute churches, nearly 
every Lord’s day, until I was ordained 
pastor of the Baptist church meeting in 
New Brentford, Middlesex, in the year 
1802. The church was formed under 
my ministerial labours, and my con- 
nexion with it was very happy, and I 
hope useful; but the church being un- 
able to support my family, and losing 
my own property in the shipping trade, 
Tresigned my charge in 1806. ; 

“ Immediately on resigning my charge, 


I received an invitation to supply the 


destitute church at Lewes, formerly un- 


der the pastoral care ofthe Rev. Joseph 
After supplying the church ~ 


Middleton. 
two or three months, I received a unan- 
imous invitation to become their pastor, 
which I accepted, and remained with 
them about eight years, and was not 


left without evidence of the Lord’s pre- 


sence, as it relates to the conversion of 


sinners, and additions to the church: 


My family increasing, and the church 
not pong able to afford me adequate 
support, I accepted an invitation to sup~ 


ply the Baptist church meeting in Byrom 
2@ 


I continued to itinerate — 


a 
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Street, Liverpool, in the year 1812. 
Shortly afterwards I received a unani- 
mous eall from the church in Byrom 
Street to become their pastor, which call 
T submitted to the church at Lewes, and 
after mature deliberation, they consent- 
ed to accept my resignation, hopmg my 
sphere of usefulness would be enlarged, 
and the support of my family increased. 
In the year 1813, I accepted the call 
from the church in Byrom Street, and 
removed my family, and was publicly 
setapart to the pastoral office over the 
ehureh. For ten years my connexion 
with the church was very happy, and 
during my ministry among them, about 
one hundred and seventy persons were 
added to the church. In the year 1825 
I resigned my charge at Byrom Street, 
which the church accepted, and, as a 
token of respect for my past labours, 
they engaged to give me £100 a year for 
three years, which engagement they 
punctually fulfilled. About eight months 
after my resignation, sixty-two members 
were dismissed from the church in By- 
rom Street, to be formed into a church, 
with a view to my becoming their pastor. 
The newly-formed church unanimously 
imvited me to become their pastor, which 
invitation I very cordially accepted, and 
up to the present time my union with 
them has been happy, and I hope use- 
ful.” This paper bears date March, 1830. 


“ ¥ do not regret that my life has been 
spent in the work of the ministry; but I 
do regret that I have not been more 
faithful and more fruitful. With my 

. guilty heart, I fly to the Saviour’s cross 

as my only refuge ; all my dependence 

and acceptance with God is on the per- 
| son and work of the dear Redeemer. I 
rely on his obedience and blood, on his 

life and death ; and all my desire centres 

in this, that I may be found in him, I 
desire to live by the faith of the Son of 
God, and to die in the faith and hope of 
— the Gospel.” 

Speaking of the Bible he says, “It 
has been the man of my counsel ; my 
meditation has been of it by day and by 
night. It has been to me anever-failing 
source of consolation, and it has often 
_ furnished me with a song in the house 
of my pilgrimage. 

“T am willing to live as long as God 
has a station for me to fill, a duty to 
erform, or a trial to endure ; and when 
iy work is done, I shall be thankful to 

home.—August, 1837.” PEPE 


uy 


Mr. Fisher enjoyed the distinguished 
mercy of an early conversion to the Sa~ 
viour, by which he was saved from dese~ 
crating his body and mind to folly and 
sin in youth. The steps by which he 
was brought out from darkness and rebel- 
lion against God are not specified by 
him, but all his subsequent life bore tes- 
timony to the reality of the change. 
Mr. F. was eminent for seriousness in alf 
his deportment. No light nor trifling 
conversation was indulged by himself, or 
encouraged by him im others. He was 
rather grave than cheerful, and more dis- 
posed to give consolation in the house of 
mourning, than to increase the innocent 
joy of the festive board. His habitual’ 
piety was connected with great equani- 
mity, giving law to his temper, and stea- 
dily influencing his deportment in all 
circumstances. He was spiritual mind= 
ed, and lived much above the world, its 
honours, its wealth, and its gratifications, 

He practised great liberality, accord- 
ing to his means, and never incurred the 
charge of coyetousness. He delighted 
to give, and encouraged it in others, and 
his liberality was not restricted to any 
one channel. He loved hospitality ; he 
aided the poor; he contributed to the 
support of public institutions, and he 
was an active member of various com~ 
mittees. 

He was eminent for meekness and pa- 
tience in trials, and his trials were not 
few. Mrs. Fisher before her death had 
been long an invalid and a constant care. 
In his family and in the church, he 
passed through much tribulation, but his 
tribulation wrought patience in a very 
high degree. He possessed a forgiving” 
spirit, and seemed to forget the injuries 
he received. I never heard him refer, in 
confidential conversation with me, to any 
individual in the way of censure: he 
was silent. Happy-would it be if alf 
followed this part of his example! 

It is almost unnecessary to add that 
he possessed no small share of wisdom 
and prudence. His steady habits, his 
familiarity as a pastor with every shade 
of human character, his silence and at- 
tention to others in large companies, and 
his careful study of practical and useful 
authors in theology, contributed to fur~ 
nish large materials for his reflecting 
mind. Nor was he averse, when soli-’ 
eited, to give his eee He was not 


forward to advise others; but, if his ad- 
vice was asked, his judgment was gene- 
rally very solid and correct. He was 
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a hely, benevolent, consistent, lovely 
Christian, who by his deportment adored 
his profession, and commended his 
ministry to the church and to the world. 

I cannet forbear offering a few reflec- 
tions on the character of his ministry. 

He was addicted to the study of the 
sacred Scriptures, was mighty in them, 
and very expert in quotation, either for 
the support or illustration of his thoughts. 
He read some of the old divines very 
carefully, as Owen, Flavel, Howe, Pearce, 
Gurnal, Witsius, and often recommend- 
ed Flavel in particular. He held no pe- 
culiar views of divine truth, and adhered 
to the common faith of the Protestant 
church, He preached God’s sovereignty 
in the choice of sinners, with Christ’s 
special design in his mediatorial work on 
earth and in heaven, and the efficacious 
influence of the Spirit in bringing sin- 
ners to Jesus Christ for salvation. He 
preached free justification through faith 
in the imputed righteousness of Imma- 
nuel, a complete pardon through his sa- 
erifice, and holiness of heart and life 
through the sanctifying operation of the 
Holy Ghost. 

He was no controversialist. He stated 
the great truths of the gospel in a plain, 
experimental, and practical way. He 
spoke to the consciences of men, and 
did not put divine grace in opposition to 
human obligation. He was not what is 
called “ a high Calvinist,” and he never 
would have fellowship with any who 
avowed Antinomian tenets. Believing in 
the fulness, variety, and freeness of the 
gospel invitations and calls, he addressed 
sinners in the name of his Master, as re- 
- quired and encouraged to repent and 
believe and seek the Saviour. He was 
sound in his doctrine, avoiding all novel- 
ties, and pressing truth on his people for 
saving and practical purposes. He much 
regretted any departure from the funda- 


mental tenets by which his denomina-_ 


tion has been long distinguished. He 
walked in the old path, teaching that 


God called and saved man by the wash- | 


ing of regeneration, not according to 
works of righteousness which they had 
done, but according to his grace and 
purpose in Christ; and, at the same 
time, teaching that God commanded 
men to repent, and believe in the name 
of his Son, and to call on him for salva- 
tion. He had no theories to propose, or 
solutions to offer, on matters which 
might be judged irreconcilable. He pro- 


ceeded in the good beaten path of Knox 


4 


> 
& 


231 


and Calvin, Newton and Hervey, Bos- 
ton and Scott, of Henry and the cloud 
of witnesses to gospel truth and holiness. 
He was entirely devoted to his ministe- 
rial labours. He visited his people as a 
minister, to converse and pray,-to con- 
sole and instruct. He did this very im- 
partially among all classes of his charge, 
poor and rich, not confining his atten- 
tions te favoured families. He had his 
chosen friends, but they did not engross 
his time and attention. 

He paid regard to church order and 
discipline, presiding with prudence and 
equity in the regulation of affairs. He 
possessed much self-command, being 
swift to hear and slow to speak, a state 
of mind highly requisite in him whe 
would rule well in the house of God. 

Mr. Fislter did not confine his labours 
to his own people; he imbibed very 
early, and cultivated to the last, a mis- 
sionary spirit. While he resided in Sus- 
sex he took a leading part in spreading 
the gospel in that county. After his re- 
moval to this town he co-operated with 
others in-every attempt to diffuse divine 
truth, and-to extend the limits of Christ’s 
church in our own and in foreign lands, 
His zeal and labours for the Baptist 
Mission in Ireland are well-known: he 
visited Ireland, and repeatedly made ex- 
tensive journies to procure aid in various 
parts of this country, His missionary 
spirit burned clear and streng to the last. 
His heart was with Christ and his church, 
and was set on its prosperity. 

His last illness, from its severity and. 
short continuance, precluded intercourse 
with his many friends. I saw him twice, 
and had the pleasure of free converse 
with him before the fever rendered him 
incapable of intercourse. He was in a | 
calm, peaceful, waiting frame of mind. 
At my first visit, the second day of his 
seizure, when there were appearances 
of returning health, he expressed much 
disappointment at his being restored 


- 
- 


from the gates of the grave. “I thought,” 


said he, “that this attack had been a 
messenger sent to take me home ; but I 


have been mistaken, and I feel better ~ 


this morning.” In the course of our in- 
terview he expressed a strong desire to 
depart and be with Christ, as far better. 


+ And when I asked him if he could ex- — 


press the state of his mind in any parti- 
cular scripture text, he replied at once— 


“J can-do so in these words, ‘I know 


in whom I have believed, and am_per- 
suaded he is able to keep that which I 


nes 
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have committed to him against that 

. day.” He was favoured by being laid 

aside for a short time only from his la- 

bours in his Master’s cause on earth, and 

by being removed to a higher sphere of 
service in the eternal sanctuary. 

He has left behind him a name more 

pleasant than the ‘sweetest perfume, a 
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name not soon to be forgotten among 
the friends of Christ in this town and 
county. May we who survive, and who 
revere his memory, be followers of those 
who through faith and patience are inhe- 
riting the promises ! 


Liverpool, March, 1840, 


ON PURITY OF MOTIVE IN PREACHING THE GOSPEL. 


BY THE REY. W.BAKNES, 


Read at a Social Meeting of Ministers, and communicated at their request. 


Tue gospel derives it authority from 
heaven ; itemanated from the throne of 
the Eternal King; in every feature it 
discovers the likeness of the Father of 
mercies. The gifts of God to men are 
manifold and magnificent, but this is the 
chief: it is the unspeakable gift. It is 
the one which God most highly esti- 
mates, and which engages his deepest 
interest. His other gifts flow from the 
simple exertion of his power and good- 
ness, but this from an inconceivably 
complex operation of his various attri- 
butes. To make it a just gift his beloved 
Son must become incarnate and die; to 
prepare the way for its wise and efficient 
bestowment, his Son must likewise 
through successive ages make his de- 
lights with the children of men—appear- 
ing to them oftentimes in human or 
angelic form, inspiring prophets, insti- 
tuting ritual and typical observances, 
and then for a period dwell with them 
and teach them with his own lips; the 
heavenly hosts, moreover, must be em- 
ployed in ministering to mortals, and 
the Holy Ghost must take up his abode 
on earth. A gift thus attracting towards 
= itself, in its procurement and imparta- 
3 tion, all eyes, and hearts, and energies, 

in the superior worlds, must be unsur- 
a passed, yea unequalled, in the whole 
range of infinite benevolence. This is 
the gift about which we preach. 
; Again, the gospel acquires sublimity 
___ from its relation to men’s immortal des- 
_ tinies, as well as from its heavenly ori- 

gin. Its object is to deliver men from 
the condemnation of hell, to which their 
guilt has rendered them obnoxious, and 
_ to elevate them to a dignity and a bless- 
_ edness more resplendent, more beatifie 


and inalienable, than they might have 
aspired to if their innocence had been 
perfectly retained. By its agency the 
empire of Satan is to be subverted, my- 
riads of his subjects are to be emanci- 
pated and made sons of God, and a fora 
and complexion the brightest and most 
indelible is to be given to the endless 
song of praise which, like clouds of in- 
cense, will ascend to Jehovah from the 
whole host of happy intelligencies. The 
gospel, finding mankind tending to ever- 
lasting destruction, reveals a pathway to 
perpetual felicity—a pathway to which 
admittance is proffered to all, freely, 
and without distinetion, but besides 
which there is absolutely no avenue di- 
verging from the broad road that leads to 
perdition. The man who heeds not the 
invitation to enter here must inevitably 


be lost, while he who does heed it and 
enter in as certainly secures eternal life. 
Thus the gospel arbitrates the eternal 
destiny of every man with whom it is 


brought into contact. It becomes the 
savour of life unto life to him, or the sa- 
vour of death unto death. It brings re- 
demption to his spirit, or leaves his con- 
dition hopeless, aye, and aggravates the 
doom which previously rested on him. 
What a momentous affair, then, my 
brethren, is it to preach the gospel ! 
Who can wonder that the great apostle 
of the Gentiles groaned under it? Is it 
not an undertaking in which the endow- 
ments of Gabriel might be exhausted ? 
In this undertaking, in this overwhelm- 
ingly awful enterprise, you and I, dear 
brethren, have embarked; and under 
what motives we entered upon and in- 
tend to prosecute it, must often have 
been the subject of deep and serious de- 
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liberation with us, and must continue to 
be so, if after preaching to others we 
would not ourselves be cast-aways. 

In conducting an enterprise uniform 
and grand beyond comparison in its ob- 
ject, planned and arranged immediately 
by “‘the only wise God,” it is to be sup- 
posed that we may readily discover 
some great and all-commanding motive 
that should invariably influence us. That 
motive, whatever it be, is the pure mo- 
tive; and the bringing ourselves under 
its influence, and keeping it distinct and 
unmixed at the centre of action, is main- 
taining purity of motive in our work. 

In looking through the church, we see 
such a diversity of character and opera- 
tion among the professed ministers of 
the cross, that we are quite certain the 
sovereignty of one motive is not gene- 
rally felt. Nay, we can clearly discern 
various motives at work, from which a 
mind in any degree apprehending what 
is involved in preaching the gospel, ut- 
terly revolts. So mean and incongruous 
are some of them, that were they not 
universally recognized, it would be in 
the highest degree repulsive even to 
name them. When I say, for instance, 
that many individuals have become 
preachers merely to gain a comfortable 
subsistence, I mention a fact not more 
distressing than it is well known. That 
office for which angels would feel them- 
selves incompetent is entered on by men 
having no other end in view than to eat 
a piece of bread thereby. How pro- 
foundly benighted their mind, or how 
fearfully seared their conscience! Their 
food is moistened and their clothing 
dyed with the blood of souls. Can any 
criminality be more atrocious than theirs? 
Yes ; there are three classes of professed 
preachers of the gospel whose motives 
cast yet darker shades of atrocity. These 
preach, not to support life, but to pam- 
per sin. The first of these classes com- 
prises those who grasp at wealth, whe- 
ther to satiate their avarice or their vo- 
luptuousness; the seeond, these who 
pant for human applause; the third, 
those who court the indulgencies of lite- 
rary ease. All these have obtruded into 
the Christian ministry, not (as in the 
first case) to gratify desires of themselves 
lawful, but to indulge propensities essen- 
tially depraved, and in all possible cir- 
‘cumstances proscribed by the Divine 
Jaw. While the first subsist by spiritual 
carnage, the latter riot in it ; and, like 
the martial hero, march exultingly over 


233 


heaps of slain to pluck the laurels of 
their own ambition. What an affecting 
spectacle! So monstrous is it, that men 
should pursue the gratification of their 
own pleasure or vanity by ministering 
deceitfully the richest boon of heaven ; 
by trifling with the agonies, the atoning 
sacrifice of the Son of God; by bartering 
the never-dying interests of their spe- 
cies. Thus subordinating the sublimest 
realities of religion to their own airy 
visions—feeding the fires of their guilty 
passions out of the costly stores of divine 
revelation—extracting the flitting joys 
of this momentary existence out of the 
darkness in which they have enshrouded 
eternal life and death—laying under 
contribution to their selfishness every 
thing which is dear to God and man, 
every thing which enters into the blessed- 
ness of angels and glorified saints, or 
into the anguish of devils and lost souls. 
I say, so monstrous is this, that if it were 
not exhibited before our eyes in a long 
and progressive series of facts, we could 
not be brought to believe in it. Be- 
loved brethren, we. cannot place our- 
selves at too great a remove from such 
glaring iniquity. Let us to the utmost 
of our.ability cultivate an abhorrence of 
it, and learn to view with genuine com- 
miseration the unhappy beings to whom 
it adheres, Hach of the motives above 
indicated is at the antipodes of the one 
which is legitimate and pure. 

I conceive that sincere, unreserved 
obedience to the will of God, is the only 
motive from which we can rightly act in 
discharging the functions of the Christian. 
ministry. This we must hold singly, 
without. any admixture. 
blended with it is so much subtracted 
from its purity. We are bound on being 


Whatever is ~ 


initiated into our high vocation, and ever — 


after, to inquire what the will of God is 
in the appointment of the office, and 
then to address ourselves with all our 
heart to the accomplishment of his will, 


allowing no place in our considerations 


to the countenance or opposition of men. 
If we are to do all things, even down to 


eating and drinking, to the glory of — _ 


God, then in a pre-eminent manner 
ought we to consult his glory in preach- 


ing the gospel of the great salvation; _ 


this we do when with a willing mind we 
seek to fulfil his intentions. “ The great 
Apostle and High-priest of our profes- 
sion,” the Lord from heaven, by whom 


the gospel began to be preached, invari-— 


ably avowed the motive by which we 
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arises, “How shall I know whether I 
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also are to be governed. “I must be 
about my Father’s business,” was his 
earliest declaration in point, and it was 
followed up by such as these, “ My 
meat is to do the will of him that sent 
me, and to finish his work; “I came 
down from heaven, not to do my own 
will, but the will of him that sent me ;” 
and when reviewing his course towards 
its conclusion, he addressed his Father 
thus, “I have glorified thee on the earth, 
I have finished the work which thou 
gavest me to do.” His ministers, as 
brethren and co-workers with him, must 
adopt the same principle of action. “I 
delight to do thy will, O God,” must be 
their motto, the exposition of their mo- 
tive, as it was his. We have more proofs 
than we can now refer to, that while the 
apostles announce various inducements 
to the faithful discharge of their embas- 
sy, they held all of them in subordina- 
tion and subserviency to the simple and 
direct accomplishment of the will of 
God. It was on this ground that they 
made their first and triumphant stand 
against the authority of the Jewish 
council, ‘‘ Whether it be right in the 
sight of God to hearken unto you more 
than unto God, judge ye;” and on a 
subsequent citation, “ We ought to obey 
God rather than man.” So the great 
apostle of the Gentiles felt himself under 
an imperative injunction from above; he 
says, “For though I preach the gospel 
Thave nothing to glory of, for necessity 
is laid upon me ; yea, woe is unto me if 
I preach not the gospel! For if Ido 
this thing willingly I have a reward, but 
if against my will, a dispensation-of the 
gospel is committed unto me.” He 


clearly saw — no liberty was left him 
for consulting his own disposition, or of 
‘shaping his course according to the ever- 
varying claims of different motives, but 
that one motive was presented to him, 
which he was to keep in perpetual re- 
cognition, and that, that one was, unre- 


_ served obedience to the will of the Lord, 


Of course we are not under less obliga- 
tion to maintain the same singleness of 
mind, the same purity of motive. 

A natural and serious inquiry he 


-am under the influence of the pure mo- 
_tiver” It may be replied, that our own 
consciousness will promptly present the 
required decision. It. is scarcely pos- 
sible for a man to be occupied in this 
and holy work without knowing 
his motive is, or if he has no defin- 
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able motive at all, his condemnation is 
revealed. He has stepped in between 
God and the immortal destinies of his 
fellow-men, and knows not why. He 
has undertaken the most awful trust 
that God has committed to created, 
beings, and knows not why. He has. 
volunteered to dispense the purchase of 
the Saviour’s blood, and knows not why. 
He has ventured on the office of afore pre- 
paring men unto glory, or of fitting them 
for everlasting destruction from the pre- 
sence of the Lord, and from the glory of 
his power, and he knows not why. Un- 
happy, infatuated man! 
weep over him. I will, however, specify 
some things which will evidence the 
operation of pure motive. 

1. We shall be careful to go about our 
duties in the fear of God. We shall not 
forget that we are servants of God, and 
that we serve men only for God’s sake. 
In fulfilling our ministry we shall adopt 
those methods alone which God sanc- 
tions. We shall make no advances 
towards the adoption of that maxim— 
“the end sanctifies the means.” ‘ Sim- 
plicity and godly sincerity” will mark 
all our proceedings. In the study, in 
the pulpit, in the church, and in the 
world, we shall “see him who is in- 
visible.” The remark that Hume made 
on two preachers whom he heard on a 
public occasion, should lead to serious 
consideration, “ The first (he observed) 


spoke as if he did not believe what he ~ 


said ; the last as if he was conscious 
that the Son of God stood at his elbow.” 
The probability is, that this preacher 


did feel the presence of the Son of God, ~ 


and discoursed as expécting to give an 
account to him of every word he uttered. 
The possession and active working of 
the pure motive would constrain us to 
the same solemnity and earnestness in 
proclaiming the glorious gospel of the 
blessed God. 

2. We shall be satisfied with nothing 
short of the salvation of souls. The end 
of the gospel is to save them who hear 
it. God has appointed us to preach be- 
cause he will have all men to be saved. 
A less result of our ministry than the 


salvation of our hearers leaves the will 
of God unaccomplished, the great pur-— 


pose of the glad-tidings unanswered, 
and the travail of the Redeemer’s soul 


unrecompensed. How unbecoming and 


inconsistent would ‘it be for us to be 


satisfied with what our Master is not sa- _ 
tisfied with, and with what, if it satisfied 


The angels — 
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every preacher, would leave the whole 
multitude of Christ’s ambassadors at 
ease, while the design of their embassy, 
and the object of his sacrifice, were not 
achieved. If the conversion of sinners 
does not follow our efforts, we may 
most reasonably suspect there is some- 
thing wrong—very wrong in the spirit 
or mode in which we minister the word 
of life; and if without seeing sinners 
converted, we can go on quietly and 
contentedly from month to month, there 
are no slight grounds for alarm lest the 
true animus of the Christian ministry be 
foreign to our bosoms. The spirit of 
Christ, was in travail for souls, he poured 
out his anguish for them in strong crying 
and tears, and if we have not the spirit 
of Christ in this respect, we are none of 
his ministers. Paul, peerless among 
messengers of the cross, was one with 
the Lord Jesus here. His deep feeling 
obtained vent in that most astonishing 
declaration, “T say the truth in Christ, 
I lie not, my conscience also bearing me 
witness in the Holy Ghost, that I have 
great heaviness and continual sorrow in 
my heart ; for I could wish myself ac- 
cursed from Christ, for my brethren, my 
kinsmen according to the flesh.” A 
heart imbued with pure motive will beat 
in sympathy with Paul’s and with 
Christ’s. a 

3. We shall labour for, and’rejoice in, 
the salvation of the poor and ignorant, 
as much as of the rich and educated. 
The essential grandeur of the never- 
dying soul will so fill our contemplation 
as to absorb all characteristic variations, 
just as in gazing on the mighty ocean 
we omit to observe the slight curvatures 
of the shore at our feet. We shall freely 
renounce whatever in our demeanour 
and manner of life may prejudice the 
weak and uncultivated against the gos- 
pel we publish ; and I would emphati- 
cally add, we shall renounce the arts of 
cunning disputants and eloquent orators, 
and strive by a bold, uninvolved simpli- 
city of address, to commend the truth to 
every man’s conscience in the sight of 
God. 

4. We shall not shrink from bearing 
reproach and scorn in testifying the gos- 
pel of the grace of God. Acting from 
pure motive, we shall certainly have to. 
encounter these. The people will talk 
against us by their doors and in their 
houses — want of taste, _ homeliness, 
harshness, personality, destitution of in- 
tellect, “ strong but unintelligent piety,” 
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| weak-headed enthusiasm, will be the 
terms of description applied by different 
classes to our discourses: but an approv- 
ing conscience will propel us through 
these waves of detraction, as modern art 
drives forward the noble vessel, disdain- 
ing to notice opposing currents. It will 
encourage us to reflect, that all who 
have preached the gospel with eminent 
success, have had to endure reproach 
and contempt for Christ’s sake. What 
is highly esteemed among men will not 
meet with honourable attestation from 
the hands of God, He has chosen the 
base things of the world, and things 
which are despised, for the promotion of 
his glory, that he may at the same time 
illustrate the excellency of his own 
power, and put to confusion the boasted 
wisdom of men. If we feel rightly, we 
shall be willing to enter upon the expe- 
rience of the apostle Paul, “ He said 
unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee ; 
for my strength is made perfect in weak- 
ness. Most gladly, therefore, will I 
rather glory in my infirmities, that the 
power of Christ may rest on me. There- 
fore I take pleasure in infirmities, in re- 

roaches, in necessities, in persecutions, 
in distresses, for Christ’s sake, for when 
I am weak then am I strong.” 

5. We shall be conscious of God’s 
help in our work. Having with pure 
singleness of motive, and with firm reli- 
ance on Divine aid, given ourselves to 
the cause of Jesus Christ, we shall as- 
suredly be privy to the virtue of his pro- 
mise, “Lo, I am with you alway even to 
the end of the world.” We shall feel 
the promptings of the Holy Ghost. Emo- 
tions will awake in our bosoms, and 
thoughts in our minds, which, with the 
spontaneous fervid utterance in which: 
they will be given forth, will surprise us 
into the adoption of inspired language: 
* The disposings of the heart and the 
answer of the tongue are from the Lord.” 
These remarks consist, I am persuaded, 


with the experience of all devoted minis-— 


ters. Long since the prophets fell asleep 
holy men of God have spoken as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost. They 
have told us of their being raised, by an 
irresistible agency, above themselves ; 
under whose workings they have deve- 
loped eternal truths and pressed them 
home upon the consciences of their 
hearers, with the force of electricity ; 
they have (they testify) poured forth, 
with evident unction from above, awak- 
ening thoughts, which seemed not to 
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spring from the revolving, heated intel- | 
lect, but to be whispered into their ears 
by the ministries of angels; and so their 
speech and their preaching was not 
with enticing words of man’s wisdom, 
but in demonstration of the Spirit and 
of power. 

In concluding these observations I 
would add, that there are efficient means 
by which this purity of motive may be 
cultivated; but in using them we must 
make up our minds to patient self-denial, 
to severe mental and moral discipline. 

1. We must be humble, diligent stu- 
dents of the word of God. Here only is 
the Divine will revealed. Here right 
views of the character and purposes of 
the Christian ministry are presented. 
Here the noblest precedents of preaching 
and of preachers are exhibited. We 
cannot with a humble mind come into 
frequent and close contact with these 
without growing up into the same image. 

2. We must use fervent and oft-re- 
peated prayer, with especial reference to 
the right discharge of our duty as 
preachers of the gospel. It might be 
aye ligio have stated periods sacred to 
this important purpose. At such times 

we should lay out before Jehovah all we 

have done, all we purpose doing; we 
should confess all we discover wrong in 
our motives and feelings, and implore 
the Most High to search and try our 
hearts, and to take away from them 
whatever is corrupt, and make and keep 
them pure. Our habitual communion 
with heaven must be both extensive and 
profound. If we fail in this our own re- 
ligious condition will be problematical, 
the performance of our great work will 
be mutilated, our hearers will perish! 
and at whose hands will their blood be 
required ? 
3. We must keep our conscience live 
by constant reference to the solemnity 


From his own 


“© that I had wings like a dove, for then 
would I fly away and be at rest.”—Psat. ly. 6. 
Wuar a pleasing thought is it to ever 
weary pilgrim in the ways of the Lord, 
_ that there remaineth a rest. for the people 
of God! No wonder is it that when 
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with our might.” 
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and nearness of the’day of account. We 
have undertaken to execute a fearful 
commission, a most momentous steward- 
ship; our responsibility is incalculable. 
The day of scrutinizing and adjusting 
our accounts is at hand. Every thing 
must then come out. From the eye of 
the Arbiter no secret will be hid. Who 
shall stand when he appeareth, for he 
shall sit asarefiner and purifier of silver? 
We ought often to think of that time, 
and put our affairs into satisfactory order 
for the inspection of our Lord, and the 
more so a8 we do not know at what 
hour he may.call us to the reckoning. 

4, We must often ponder the condi- 
tion of our hearers. The worth of their 
souls, the price paid for them, the de- 
grees of their ignorance and rebellion, 
the extremity of their danger, and the 
awful probability there is, that they will 
be eternally lost unless at once plucked 
out of the fire, must engage our deep 
reflection as we sit in our houses and 
walk by the way. Then, “ whatever 
our hand findeth to do we shall do it 
The perpetual disap- 
pearance in death of those to whom we 
have published the tidings of salvation, 
and of others whom we could not reach, 
if pondered aright, is enough to awaken 
our keenest sympathy, and to force into 
action allbour capabilities. 

By these means, dear brethren, it is 
conceived, we may sustain in vigorous 
operation the pure motive under whose 
influence Iam conyinced we all desire 
ever to act. , “ Now may the God of 
peace, that brought again from the dead 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that great Shep- 
herd of the sheep, through the blood of 
the everlasting covenant, make us per- 
fect in every good work to do his will, 
working in us that which is well-pleas- 
ing in his sight through Jesus Christ ; to 
whom be glory for ever.and ever. Amen.” 


SKETCH OF A SERMON BY THE LATE REV, 8S. PEARCE, 
Si OF BIRMINGHAM. ; 


Manuscript. 


a. 
the way is rough and himself weary, he 
should wish that, instead of having a 
long path still to travel, he had wings 
like a dove, that he might fly away and 
be at rest. bibs ae, 

David was sadly persecuted by Saul 
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and other enemies--as the innocent 
dove is by the hawk and other birds of 
prey: he therefore thus expresses his 
desire for deliverance. 

In the present day, the people of God 
have not David's peculiar trials to expe- 
rience; yet we many a time find them 
using David’s language. Sometimes, 
indeed, it is the language of impatience, 
at other times the language of holy de- 
sire, when the pious Christian expresses 
not a wish contrary to the will of God, 
but longs, if consistent with the Divine 
pleasure, that he might be near and like 
his God. 

I shall endeavour, 

I. To point out some of the principal 
causes of the dissatisfaction of the child 
of God with the present world, and of 
his panting after the heavenly state. 

I]. To make a practical improvement 
of this part of the experience of the 
child of God. 

I. We are not to consider this as the 
language of blind impatience and igno- 
rant repining. 

The real Christian has solid reasons 


for his faith, his hopes, and his desires. 


Nor are the desires expressed in our text 
without a reasonable foundation. The 
present state includes many things pe- 
culiarly afflictive to the believer, whilst 
he is taught to expect a future state, 
where all that is now distressing shall be 
exchanged for all that is eminently good, 
and transcendantly excellent. 

What are-the peculiar occasions of the 
desire expressed in our text, it is our 
business now to inquire. 

1. The child of God is dissatisfied 
‘through the deficiency of his knowledge. 

It is true, compared with the ungodly 
he knows much—he is made wise to 
salvation—he knows him whom to know 
is life eternal; but, then, he sees but 
through a glass darkly. 

He hath the word of God to instruct 
him, but he finds: many parts obscure. 
The providences of God are intricate. 
The doctrines of the gospel are myste- 
rious. He can only say “ O the depths, 
both of the wisdom and knowledge of 
God.” He pursues after it as hid trea- 
sures, but-is oft weary ; he knows but 
little of God, Christ, or glory. He hopes, 
he knows in heaven he shall see face to 
face, and cries, “O that I had wings 
like a dove.” No night there ! 


2. The child of God is dissatisfied be- | 


cause of the various interruptions of his 
happiness. 
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Whilst a man is in a carnal state, let 
him have health and pleasure, he is sa- 
tisfied, not knowing the worth of beiter 
blessings, because he never experienced 
them; but let God take away his health 
and all his pleasures are lost. The 
Christian is liable to the same casualties 
as the wicked, though not to be equally 
affected by them ; nevertheless his plea- 
sures are liable to interruption. This is 
evident, 

1. #rom the different expressions of 
good men at different times. 

2. The provisions made for their sup- 
port, in promises. 

3. The experiences of saints in every 
age. 

After God hath revealed himself to the 
soul, and shed abroad his love in the 
heart, the mind is filled with joy unspeak- 
able ; but how frequent are its interrup- 
t1ions— ; 

1. From the cares of the world. 

2. From heart-backslidings, 

3. From sense of guilt—unbelief. 

4. From tle state of Christ’s kingdom 
—professors’ decline. See 

Now, in heaven joy shall never be in- 
terrupted. Pleasures for evermore. Sun 
always shining. ‘+O that I had wings,” 
&e. 

3. The chitd of God is dissatisfied be- 
cause of the conscious inconsistency of 
his character. 

He loves holiness, and pants after it 5 
but- feels corruption, and mourns under 
it. He finds an inconsistency— 

1. Between his knowledge and his 
practice ; he knows good from evil, and 
yet falls into it. 


2. His faith and his experience; he ~ 


believes the most interesting truths, and 
yet finds himself uninterested. 

3. His expectations and comforts ; ex- 
pects-heaven, and yet goes mourning on. 

4. His professions and his conduct ; 
professes to be dead to the world, and 
yet. finds it occupies so much of his af- 
fections and attention. = 

Now, in heaven, this painful inconsis- 


tency will be known no more. Our 
practice shall be uniform, with our know-_ 
ledge—experience with faith— comforts 
and expectation—conduct and _profes- 
sion. 

4. The, child of God longs to exchange 
worlds, being dissatisfied with the imper- 
Sections of his present service. 
No duty in which he engages does he 
perform as he ought, or as he wishes. 


rayer is too often irreverent, with wan- — 
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dering thoughts. Praise is far beneath 
the object or the cause. Charity is too 
often with reluctance or ostentation. 
Hearing is frequently inattentive, or un- 
applied. Imperfection marks every ser- 
vice. 

But in heaven, every exertion will be 
adequate to its object. Well may the 
soul say, “O that I had wings,” &c. 

IJ. Let us improve by making uses, 

1. Of instruction. We see— 

1. This world is not the Christian’s 
home. 


THE ENJOYMENT OF GOD. 


2. A true Christian forms suitable 
ideas of the heavenly world. 

3. A Christian, in exercise of faith, 
fears not to die. 

2. Admonition. 

1. How awful is thy case who can’st 
be satisfied with the present state. 

2. Look forward, and contemplate 
what remains for thee instead of rest. 

3. Consolation. The time cometh 
when the Christian shall realize all his 
desires ; he shall flee away and be at 
rest for ever. 

May 8, 1792. 


DOCTRINE AND PRECEPT. 


BY THE REV. W. INNES, 


In the late examination of a gentle- 
man before a Committee of the House 
of Commons, on education, it was asked 
whether he considered the preceptive or 
doctrinal parts of Scripture the most use- 
ful? His reply was, the preceptive. 
This appears very inaccurate and incon- 
sistent with just views of the operations 
of the human mind. Ifa parent simply 
command a child to obey him, he is 
much less likely to secure that obedience 
than if he treat him with kindness, and 
thus furnish him with a powerful in- 
ducement to comply with his commands. 
Such is the difference between the pre- 
ceptive and the doctrinal parts of Scrip- 
ture. In the former we are commanded 
to love God and our neighbour. But 
how powerfully is the command en- 


forced when we are called to love God 
because he hath first loved us, and 
when the various manifestations of Di- 
vine Goodness, both in providence and 
grace, are brought forward as an induce-~ 
ment to the exercise of this love. When 
the apostle Paul called upon the Chris- 
tians of Corinth to contribute to the re- 
lief of the poor saints in Judea, did he 
satisfy himself with the simple injunc- 
tion to do so, or would this have been 
at all as effectual, as when to stimulate 
them to this act of benevolence he says, 
“ Ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that though he was rich, yet for 
your sakes he became poor, that ye 
through his poverty might become 
rich.” —Political Economy of the New 
Testament. 


THE ENJOYMENT OF GOD. 


“T have here,’ said the late Mr, 
Fuller, “two religious characters, who 
were intimately acquainted in early life. 
Providence favoured one of them witha 

tide of prosperity. The other, fearing 
for his friend, lest his heart should be 
overcharged with the cares of this life 
and the deceitfulness of riches, one day 
asked him whether he did not find pros- 
_ perity a snare to him. He paused, and 
answered, ‘I am not conscious that I 
do, for I enjoy God in all things.’ Some 


years afterwards his affairs took another 
turn. He lost, if not the whole, yet the far 
greater part of what he had once gained, 
and was greatly reduced. His old friend, 


being one day in his company, renewed — 


his question, whether he did not find 
what had lately befallen him to be too 
much for him. Again he paused, and 
answered, ‘I am not conscious that I 
do, for now I enjoy all things in God.’ 
This was truly a life of faith.” oe 
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ILLUSTRATIONS OF SCRIPTURE. 


en 66 
FROM CLARKS 


On our way to the Marina (Malta), 
several things met my eye that seemed 
to furnish fresh illustration to various 
passages of Scripture. | 

The narrow road leading through fields 
and vineyards, along which we passed, 
often had on either side of it a stone 
wall. The animals on which we rode 
seemed perpetually inclined, whenever 
they encountered a slough or any strange 
appearance, to rush up against the sides 
of one of these walls, and it was only by 
using the greatest precaution that we 
prevented our feet several times from 
being crushed. This propensity in our 
donkeys strongly reminded me of Ba- 
laam’s adventure in going to the king of 
Moab. “ The angel of the Lord stood in 
a path of the vineyards, a wall being on 
this side, and a wall on that side. And 
when the ass saw the angel of the Lord, 
she thrust herself unto the wall, and 
crushed Balaam’s foot against the wall.” 

In our younger days we have often 
wondered at that divine prohibition in 
the Mosaic law—“ Thou shalt not plough 
with an ox and an ass together.” We 
had never seen an instance of this, and 
it seemed so unnatural that we could 
hardly conceive that the perverse mind 
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of man would be moved with a wish to 
yoke up these animals together, to carry 
on his agricultural operations. But in 
our ride through this island we saw, per- 
haps in twenty instances, an ox and an 
ass yoked together before the plough. 

Another Scripture illustration, by 
which we were particularly struck, was 
derived from the flocks of sheep and 
goats that fed together in the same field 
or on the same common. The goats 
were of a finer breed than I had before 
seen, and the sheep had long, coarse, 
hairy wool; so that in casting your eye 
over the field you could hardly say at 
the first glance which were goats and 
which were sheep. The shepherd, I 
perceived, at evening brought the flock 
home, and separated them into two 
parts, putting the sheep by themselves, 
and the goats by themselves. The words 
of the Saviour never came home to my 
mind with greater force than after wit- 
nessing this arrangement— Before him 
shall be gathered all nations, and he shall 
separate them one from another, as a 
shepherd divideth his sheep from the 
goats. And-he shall set the sheep on 
his right hand, but the goats on the left.” 
—pp. 128, 129. 


EFFICACIOUS GRACE. 


The following interesting facts, says 
the Christian Herald, were related by 
the Rev. Dr. M ——, in a social meet- 
ing for prayer. 

A gentleman residing in the western 
part of the State of New York, a few 
years since, had sent two of his daugh- 
ters to Litchfield for an education. While 
they were there God was pleased to 
bless the place with a revival of religion. 
The news of it reached the ears of their 
father. He was much troubled for his 
daughters, apprehensive (to nse his own 


words) that their minds might be af- 


fected, and they be frightened into reli- 
ion. 
f He had been informed that the Spirit 
of God was striving with them, and that 
they were inquiring, with the deepest 
solicitude, the way of eternal life. 


Alive, as he thought, to their happi- 
ness, and determined to allay their fears 
and quiet their distresses, he sent a friend 
to Litchfield, with positive orders to 
bring them immediately home, that they 
might not be lost to all happiness and 
hope, and consigned to gloom and de- 
spondency. 

The messenger departed on this er- 
rand of their father’s love. He arrived— 
but was too late: God had given them 
both his Spirit, and adopted them into 
his family. They had chosen Christ for 
their portion, and had resolved that 
whatever others might do, they would 
serve the Lord. They looked at both 
sides of the great question ; they looked 
at the world and the pleasures of the 
world ; and they looked to God and 
the glories of immortality, and with an 
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eye fully fixed on heaven, they deter- | He replied that he saw no ues in it 5 he 
mined to live for eternity. They saw | had lived very well more than fifty years 
their chief happiness to consist in loving | without prayer, and a ae eon 
and serving God, they discovered that, burdened with it now. They then . = 
+t ‘ permission to pray with the family them- 
© Religion never was amet | selves. Not thinking they would have 
heehee pe | confidence to do it, he assented to the 
That it commends and approves every proposition. ' 
rational enjoyment which the world can The duties of the day being ended, 
afford, and adds others of a higher and | and the hour for retiring to rest, having 
more exalted nature, which the world | arrived, the sisters drew forward the 
cannot give, or take away. stand and placed on it the Bible ; one 
They returned to their father—not | read a chapter; they both kneeled ; the 
overwhelmed (as_he expected) with | other engaged in prayer. The father 
gloom and despondency, but with hearts | stood—and while the humble fervent 


glowing with gratitude to God, and prayer of his daughter was ascending on - 


countenarces beaming with a heavenly | devotion’s wing to heaven, his knees be- 
serenity and celestial hope. Indeed, | gan to tremble—his nerves, which had 
they rejoiced in the Lord. been gathering strength for half a cen- 
They told their father what the Lord tury, could no longer support him—he 
had done for their souls—that they were | also kneeled, and then became prostrate 
pilgrims here; they kept in view the | on the floor. God heard their prayer, 
bright fields of promise as they traversed | and directed their father’s weeping eyes 
this desert of sin, and were looking for | (which had never shed tears of penitence 
that city which hath foundations. before) to the Lamb of God which taketh 
Soon after their return home, they | away the sins of the world. 
were anxious to establish family wor- Happy family—a believing father, and 


ship. They affectionately requested | believing children, whose God is the 
their father to commence that duty. ! Lord! 
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How sweet the ties of Christian hearts! | Whilst journeying to “ our Father’s house,” 
How firm the bonds of love, Our wants, our hopes the same ; 

‘Whose flame in hallowed concord burns, Be ours to seek each other’s weal, 
Fed from the throne above! And spread the Saviour’s name. 

No envious cares can blight their peace ; Great God! to thee our prayers ascend ; 
No poisoning bane their minds; Us with thy presence mes 7 

For each a-brother, sister, friend, Let truth and virtue, peace and love, 


In Jesu’s followers finds, Our hearts and tongues possess. W.S: 


| Thy triumphs angel-voices sing, 
In notes of harmony sublime ; 
While earth and seas their homage bring, 
Inspired to swell the strains divine ! 


Risk, glorious Saviour, rise and shine 

With mercy’s beams on all our race; 
Dominion, power, and love, are thine ; 

Yea, Thou art Wisdom, Truth, and Grace! 


“ kingdom come,” to us, to all;. 
Adored be thine exalted name, — 
On thee shall contrite sinners call, rae 
And lose their guilt, their curse, their shame! 


Breathe, Sprert, breathe th quickening powers, 
__. And mould transgressors’ hearts anew ; 
Revive the church with plenteous showers, 


> 


This “hill of Zion” bright adorn, 
With trophies of redeeming grace ; 
Nor let it hence thine absence mourn, > 
Nor fail thy faithful love to trace. W.S. 


Revive it with thy richest dew! ae 
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The Primitive Doctrine of Regeneration ; 
sought for in Holy Scripture, and investi. 
gated through the medium of the Written 
Documents of Ecclesiastical Antiquity. 
By GeEorRGE STANLEY Faser, B.D., 
Master of Sherburn Hospital, and Preben- 
dary of Salisbury. Londen: 8vo. price 
12s. 


Mr. Faber is deservedly eminent for 
learning and piety, and for the zeal with 
which he has applied his deep re- 
searches in defence of some of the vital 
doctrines of religion. The work before 
us is plainly the result of an earnest de- 
sire to maintain the spiritual view of the 
doctrine of regeneration in distinction 
from those which have lately been urged 
by the Oxford school. But with the es- 
teem we feel for Mr. Faber as a writer, 
and the sympathy we have in his object 
in this case, we cannot conceal our deep 
regret to see such a man, and in sucha 
cause, baflled and frustrated as he is by 
the very system which the men of Ox- 
ford have only carried out. Thissystem 
is marked by dencuncing the exercise of 
private judgment, and yielding to autho- 
rity In matters of faith; and by making 
the spiritual effects and blessings of Di- 
vine Grace dependent on the sacraments 
as their immediate and constant antece- 
dents. Now into the first of these errors 
Mr. Faber has fallen completely, and 
although the object of the book before 
us appears to be to combat the latter, he 
stoutly contends that baptism is one 
“mean of moral regeneration.” 

We shall first make some remarks on his 
erroneous principle’ of evidence. We 
endeavoured, on a former occasion, in 
reviewing’ a work against the Fathers, 
to show the'unreasonableness of attempt- 
ing to get rid of all appeal to antiquity 
by an indiscriminate charge of folly and 
corruption against the Fathers. But, 
certainly, the use which Mr. Fabermakes 
of these ancient. writers is far more to be 
deprecated, as being more fraught with 
mischief to the truth of God's word. 
More than twenty years ago, Mr. Faber 
published a work on Regeneration, in 
which his appeal was to Scripture alone. 
But his proofs in that case we are told, 
“ wanted that which in litigated matters 
of theology affords the sole tangibly au- 
thoritative interpretation of Holy Serip- 


ture, viz., the evidence afforded by pri- 
mitive antiquity,” p. xii. And again he 
says, “ Since no sober person would pre- 
sumptuously think of settling so weighty 
a question by the uninformed exercise 
of his own insulated private judgment, 
we are obviously led, lest we should err 
in our interpretation of Scripture, to hear 
the attestation of the early ecclesiastical 
writers to the sense of Scripture, as re- 
ceived in the primitive church catholic.” 
p- 72. In short, Mr. Faber’s method of 
studying truth is avowedly this—to con- 
sult in the first place the word of God 
for texts bearing on his subject,—but as 
the sense of Scripture is disputed, he 
does not dare to trust his own judgment 
in interpreting these texts, he forms no 
opinion upon them, and he strongly de- 
precates the practice of doing so, which 
he calls presumptuous and wnauthorita- 
tive ; his resort is to the primitive church 
for the solution of his doubts and for the 
authoritative statement of what he is to 
believe. Now Mr. Faber does not ap- 
pear to see that not only is he guilty 
after all of this exercise of private judg- 
ment, but he is subjecting his judgment 
to a task of amazing ditlculty, and in 
that proportion diminishing the chance 
of being right. The Scriptures present 
difficulties undoubtedly, but can it be 
denied that the Fathers present difficul- 
ties of the same kind to a much more 
disheartening extent, besides many 
others from which the Scriptures are 
free? Reasoning with Mr. Faber, we 
may be allowed to assume that in the 
Scriptures we have no errors of judg- 
ment, that they all say the same thing, 
that they are, in short, the depositaries 
of sacred truth, written down under the 
unerring guidance of the Spirit of God. 
And ‘then, on principles which are con- 
ventional and almost undisputed, the 
text of the sacred volumie is demonstrat- 


ed to be, for all practical purposes, iden-_ 


tical with that of the autographs. 

Now this latter circumstance is of 
vast importance in a case where our 
judgment is to be guided by authority. 
But it is notorious that the text of many 
of the Fathers, especially the earliest, 
was long in a most corrupt state, and 
that there is sll much to be done, and 
that without the most approved means 
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of doing it, before the text of the earlier 
Fathers can be depended on. We our- 
selves, for example, in the review above 
referred to, defended these writers from 
several very strange charges, by showing 
that they were founded on manifestly 
false readings. No man can read a page 
of Justin in the best editions without 
meeting with passages which critics 
have distressingly tortured or abandoned 
as incorrigible. We might add to this, 
that the list of writings adjudged to the 
eatly Fathers has been continually re- 
duced, and portions of them once called 
apostolical, cashiered to later times. 
The letter of Barnabas is no longer as- 
cribed to the apostle of that name. The 
2nd Epistle of Clement is spurious. Out 
of fifteen epistles in which Ignatius 
once gloried but seven are left him,— 
and it was long disputed in what form 
these seven were to appear, whether in 
an edition of smaller size, or in one 
which was bloated into twice the quan- 
tity of matter. Nor is this subject yet 
quite settled. Vide Theologische Stu- 
dien und Kritiken for 1839. 

In consulting these writings, then, in 
order to ascertain the truth as it is in 
Scripture, what are we todo? To ap- 

el to the criticism of the church? 
Alas! the church has been the worst 
crilic in the world. There is nothing 
for it, but the exercise of private judg- 
ment in an almost hopeless task, which 
in the Scriptures was already accom- 
plished to our hands. But, suppose this 
task accomplished with any degree of 
satisfaction, the judgment has now to 
ascertain what these writers mean, and 
that in some cases where it is not quite 
certain that they themselves knew, and 
in others—where the judgment even of 
Mr. Faber would rebel against even pa- 
tristic authority. It seems, therefore, 
that in both cases, whether we would 
interpret the Scriptures or the Fathers, 
we must employ our judgment; but 
there is this difference, that in the form- 
er case we are guided by that which isa 
light unto our feet and a lamp unto our 
path, in the latter we commit ourselves 
to the dance of an ignis fatuus. 


And, in fact, Mr. Faber is found exer- 


cising his own judgment with freedom 
as to the use he makes of his authorities, 
not indeed without being aware of his 
inconsistency. Thus in the dedication 
of the work before us to the Rev. Vernon 
Harcourt, he says, “ You yourself have 
largely quoted from the ecclesiastic 
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writers, and most fully do I agree with 
you in the evidential principle which 
you have so soundly and so judiciously 
laid down. It may, perhaps, therefore, 
occasion some degree of surprise that we 
have not been brought exactly to the 
same conclusion ; and this very cireum- 
stance may be urged as a proof of the 
small utility of an appeal to antiquity. 

p- vi. The only reason Mr. Faber gives 
why this objection is not well founded, 
is that “ There are various other passages 
of an explanatory nature which seem to 
have escaped his friend’s notice.” Here 
then is Mr. Harcourt quoting largely 
from the Fathers in the exercise of the 
same faith in their authority as Mr. 
Faber, but because the latter discovers 
some other passages which do not ap- 
pear to say the same thing, he allows 
his judgment to differ, and that most 
seriously, from that of his friend. Who, 
then, is to assure us that Mr. Faber has 
given the whole of the ease? How are 
we to know that there are not still other 
passages of “an explanatory nature,” 
which have escaped his notice, and 
which might lead a third inquirer to a 
third opinion? And yet each one of 
these reasoners boasts that he has ‘a 
tangible mode of settling disputes,” 
compared with which the appeal to pri- 
vate judgment is “ indefinite—unsub- 
stantiated —unauthoritative,” and the 
like. But Mr. Faber, in spite of his 
professions of obedience, is so free with 
his judgment as sometimes to dispute 
with the Fathers themselves, vide p. 190, 
where he conyicts both St. Athanasius 
and St. Jerom of blundering in their 
exegesis on Gal. iv. ; to say nothing of 
a most contumelious attack on the in- 


fallible church itself, whose very infalli- 


bility was only Mr. Faber’s principle 
carried out. 

The truth is, after all, the charge 
which Mr. Faber so proudly brings 
against those whose direct and final ap- 
peal is to the word of God alone, of 
trusting to their own uninformed unau- 
thorized private judgment, is utterly un- 
founded. We maintain, and ean prove, 
that the diligent student of the Scrip- 
tures, who employs the right methods of | 
searching them, in the exercise of that — 
meekness which shall be guided in judg- 
ment, is strictly the person who bows 
his own judgment to authority. The 
fixed principles of interpretation which 
Divine providence has brought to light 
after the lapse of ages, are themselyes 
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an authority which the most independent 
obey. They are in biblical science 
what the needle is at sea, to be followed 
without disputing across the widest ocean, 
while Mr. Faber and his class prefer the 
beautiful old method of creeping along 
an uncertain and dangerous shore. 

But we wish to say a little more on 
this subject. It is a most cheering con- 
sideration to those who are looking for 
Christ’s appearing, that the sciences in 
every department, in proportion as they 
have become matured, and fixed in their 


principles, have become more and more | 


obedient to the truth as it is in the Scrip- 
tures. This especially applies to the 
science of Hermeneutics. The principles 
of language haye been continually de- 
veloped since the times of the Alexan- 
drian grammarians (to go no further 
back), until there is no question that a 
modern scholar has far better means of 
understanding the authors on whom 
they lectured, than they had who wrote 
in Greek; and, for a similar reason, 
there can be no question that biblical 
science has become so matured and fixed 
in its principles, that we have the means 
of being far superior to some of the 
earlier Christian writers in our know- 
ledge of the Scriptures. As in other 
sciences so in this, it is not always those 
who have professedly aimed to promote 
the truth who have most contributed to 
its advancement. Human minds have 
been stimulated, whether by favour or 
by spite, to investigations out of which 
principles have been established, which 
may confidently be applied in studying 
the Bible. This subject has been most 
eloquently treated by one who may well 
be listened to on this subject, Dr. Nicho- 
las Wiseman, in his lectures on the con- 
nexion between science and revealed 
religion. After having shown how all 
investigations have been tending to 
establish the doctrine of a suffering 
Messiah, as that of the Old Testament, 
he says, “We have seen the science run 
precisely the same course as so many 
others; afford in its imperfect state some 
ground of objection to free-thinkers, 
yainst the bases of the Christian reli- 
gion; and then, by pursuing its own 
natural direction without fear, not onl 
overthrow all the difficulties which it’ 
had first raised, but replace them by 
such new and satisfactory assurance, as 
no further inquiry can possibly weaken 
or destroy. After the text has been 
settled (he continues), the next task is 


to interpret. This is primarily the pro- 
vince of philology. Now the different 
parts of this study, strange as it may 
seem, have been progressive, and their 
progress has uniformly tended to the 
vindication of Scripture, and the con- 
firmation of the evidences.’—Vol. ii. p. 
191. Again he says, “In every one of 
the members which compose the direct 
study of the Bible, we have seen a 
natural onward progress; and in every 
instance the spontaneous consequence’ 
of that progress has been, the removal 
of prejudice, the confutation of objec- 
tions, and the confirmation of the truth.” 

Let it no longer be said, therefore, 
that under the guidance of principles 
thus ascertained, a person is trusting to 
his own unaided judgment. That charge 
may well be retorted on those who set 
themselves to collect the truth out of 
the chaos of patristic opinions. 

We have now to show in what way 
our author, though seemingly in quest of 
a purer doctrine, has been led astray on 
the subject of regeneration. His pro- 
fessed main object is to show that re- 
generation is a spiritual thing, but in 
spite of his manifest desire to make this 
prominent, he is obliged to contend for 
some sort of regeneration of which bap- 
tism is the means or instrument. Thus, 

“ Regeneration,” says he, “is not merely a 
federal change of condition, by which, through 
baptism, an individual is translated from the 
wilderness of the world into the inclosed garden 
of the church, with the remission of sins and a 
covenanted right to all the blessings of the 
gospel. But it is, furthermore, a moral change 
of disposition,—distinct from, though associated 
with such federal change of condition, outward 
baptism being one of the appointed channels 
through which the inward grace of moral re- 
generation is conveyed.”—p. 37. 

This instrumental efficacy of baptism 
it seems, according to Mr. Faber, is the 
universal belief of his brethren. (p. 27). 

Now we propose to show that this 
view—if a thing so misty may be called 


a view—is a genuine fruit, in connexion — 


with others of the same kind, of the 
method of inquiry to which Mr. Faber 
has abandoned his judgment. © It is one 
of those cases in which early Christian 
writers, some of them (for the soundest 
are not of Mr. Faber’s mind), were led 
astray by a loose method of interpreta- 
tion. 

It appears extremely probable that 
the Jews were familiar with the practice 
of baptism, and that it was regarded by 


them as a symbolical declaration on the — 


~ 
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part of those who came over from hea- 
thenism, of their abandonment of a 
former life, and entering a new one— 
vide Dr. Hammond on Matt. ii., and 
Rom. vi. 33 and Mosheim De Rebus 
Christianorum, p. 67. Nay, it is a cer- 
tain and interesting fact, that among the 
heathen a rite of this kind, with the 
same symbolical reference, had been 
observed from time immemorial. We 
refer to the ancient mysteries, which 
Warburton and others have asserted with 
great probability inculeated the know- 
ledge of one God, as opposed to Poly- 
theism and the life to come; that mys- 
tery which the apostle says was hid for 
generations, but was made known by the 
gospel. We have not space for the 
proofs and illustrations of this statement 
which we have collected. As one we 
may refer to the Stromata of Clem. Alex. 
VIL., p. 513, (sylb.) Referring to the 
rites attending these mysteries, he says, 
‘Before imparting the mysteries, cleans- 
ings must be employed, to show that it 
is necessary, after putting off ungodly 
sentiments, to turn to the true doctrine.” 
And again, purifications commence the 
Greek mysteries, as the bath those of 
foreigners (Christians). That the mys- 
teries inculeated the doctrine of passing 
from a sensual to a purer life—vide Cie. 
de Legibus, book 2, sect. 24; Dem. For 
the Crown, p. 313; Reiske, to the pas- 
sage, “1 have escaped the bad, I have 
found the good,” and Reiske’s notes, 
that candidates were admitted into the 
schools of moral philosophy by baptism. 
It appears, therefore, that amongst 
Jews and foreigners this symbolical mode 
of profession had become familiar, and 
that on all. hands it was held to betoken 
a species of vegeneration. But although 
among the heathen, the ignorant and 
superstitious attributed virtue to the 
cleansing itself, “Ah nimium faciles,” says 
Ovid, “qui tristia, crimina ceedis fluminea 
tolli posse puta sis aqua, Fast. 2, p. 46— 
the enlightened never thought of it .as 
any thing more than an expressive sym- 
bol. This was adapted by John, and by 
our Saviour also, it appears, as.a cus- 
tomary and well-understood method _of 
declaring a public profession, It was 
besides associated .by Christians with 
the death and resurrection of Christ. 
But in explaining the language of 
Scripture on this and similar subjects, a 
remark isnecessary, which is very obvious, 
but for want of attending to which the 
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| refer to the established and defined use 


of metaphor. When in the New Testa- 
ment a particular doctrine is meant, we 
have sometimes—the chief subject of 
that doctrine—the name of the teacher; 
the word name before it or alone, or the 
symbol of its profession. Thus, John’s 
preaching was, “ Repent ;” this was his 
doctrine, and his disciples were baptized 
into repentance, as Christians were bap- 
tized into the death of Christ. This doe- 
trine of John is called the baptism which 
he preached, Acts x. 37. Acts xiii, 24, 
Moses is put for the Mosaic doctrine ; 
and the Israelites were baptized into 
Moses, as the Galatians (iii. 27) were 
baptized into Christ ; and others were 
not baptized into the name of Paul, On 
the same principle, the faith is commonly 
put for the doctrine believed. 

By a genuine application of this ob- 
vious principle, we must explain several 
passages over which the ezternalists 
have stumbled: as Titus iii. 5. We 
were once living in malice and envy ; 
but when the kindness of our Saviour 
God appeared, he saved us by the huth of 
regeneration; that is, he cured our hatred, 
by imparting the new nature which that 
baptism signified. This is the obvious 
meaning, as the connexion shows. Ina 
similar, though not precisely the same 
way, Is to be explained what Peter says, 
in that text from which Mr. Harcourt 
has proved the doctrine of baptismal 
regeneration, 1 Pet. iii. 21. As Noah’s 
family was saved through the water (ob- 
serve, It. was not the water which saved 
them, but the ark, vide Bengel), so 
baptism saves us also; that is, as Peter 
is careful to explain it, “the answer of a 
good conscience towards God ;” refer- 
ting, as Mr. Faber shows, to the mode 
of professing Christianity, which was 
attended by solemn questions put to 
candidates as to their views. 
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Most portentous errors by a gross blun- 
der in exegesis. To take one example, 
Tertullian, quoted by Mr. Faber, p. 187, 
speaking of the simplicity of divine 
works compared with their magnificent 
results, says, ‘“So that here also when 
aman plunged into the water and im- 
mersed, with only a few words, rises 
again little cleaner than he was before, 
his attainment of eternity through such 
a medium, may well be thought incredi- 
ble.” He then shows the rationale of 
it: “For the Spirit immediately comes 
upon the water from heaven, and thus 
brooding over it sanctifies it from him- 
self, so that it drinks in the virtue of 
sanctifying.’ A similar mistake was 
made by early Christian writers on the 
subject of the Eucharist. We find, for 
instance, even Justin speaking in this 
way about it: “‘ We do not receive it,” 
says he, “as common bread or common 
drink. But in the same way as Christ 
our Saviour was made flesh by the word 
of God, and received flesh and blood for 
our salvation, so also the food of the 
Eucharist, by which our flesh and blood 
are nourished by assimilation, is the 
flesh and blood af that Jesus who was 
made flesh ; for the apostles have taught 
us that Jesus took bread, and, giving 
thanks, said, ‘This is my body ;’ and 
in like manner, taking the cup, he gave 
thanks and said, ‘This is my blood.’ ” 
It is in this way that these and other 
early Christian writers have been left to 
blunder in their interpretation of Scrip- 
ture. In the latter case, on the solemn 
night in which the Supper was instituted, 
our Saviour took into his hands a loaf or 
cake of bread, and_breaking it before his 
disciples, said, “‘ This is my body which 
is broken for you ;” in like manner, ac- 
cording to Matthew, taking the cup, he 
said, “ This is my blood, which is shed 
for many.” Now, in spite of Luke’s 
explanatory version, “this eup is_ the 
new covenant in my blood,” the infallible 
church has resolved to conyert the bread 
into real flesh, and the wine into real 
blood ; corrupting the truly sublime 
“Hoc est corpus,” into the detestable 
hocus pocus of popery. But much as 
Mr. Faber might shudder at this, he is 
guilty of precisely the same thing, in 

erverting another symbolical ordinance 
into a “mean of moral regeneration ;” and 
that not because the Scripture gives any 
colour for such perversion, but because 


‘some early fathers were not able to 


». 


make any thing else of it. The practice, 
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we should think, of appealing to such 
authority must ere long give way to the 
sounder course, of applying the almost 
exact methods of hermeneutic science 
directly to the word of God. 

We now come to a part of Mr. Faber’s 
subject in which he is manifestly reduced 
to great difficulties, viz. where he at- 
tempts to show how this moral regene- 
ration is imparted by baptism in the 
case of infants. He says himself the 
grand difficulty in the way, both of 
argument and of evidence, is the case of 
infant baptism; and if Mr. Faber had 
not been obliged, as an obedient son of 
the Anglican church, to prove it, he 
might well have given it up in despair. 
For not only has he no help from Serip- 
ture, and does not pretend to have, but 
in this case the early fathers, though 
invoked and made to say something on 
the subject, entirely fail him, and much 
that they say is of an opposite tendency. 
But in this difficulty Mr. Faber is de- 
cidedly less candid and fair than when 
he could boldly cite his authorities. He 
has a chapter, beginning p. 227, ‘on 
the Antiquity of Infant Baptism.” Of 
the ewistence of this in the early church, 
he first gives the evidence. In doing 
this he passes over Scripture, and re- 
marks respecting the apostolic fathers, 
that “ nothing, or at least nothing lite- 
rally explicit, is said respecting it,” 
p. 288. The first witness he cites is 
Justin, who, he says, speaks of many of 
both sexes, who were. ‘‘ made disciples to 


Christ from their very childhood.”  Jus- 


tin’s words are, &k tatdwy tuabyredvOnoay. 
Now, in the first place, every body 
knows that the phrase é« waidwy seldom, 
if ever, denotes the period of infuncy ; 
it is constantly used to denote a period 
in which young persons might become 
disciples by personal faith. Thus 
(Xen. Cyrop. 1,5, 7.)- Cyrus says 
tohis soldiers, “My friends, I have 
chosen you from having perceived that _ 
from children (é zaidwy) you have ~ 
diligently attended to what the state 
thinks honourable, and refrained from 
what it reckons base.” So (2, 3,10) one 
speaks of learning to defend himself 
from a boy (é« wadiov), and Aristoph. 
Knights (385) makes the savage man 
confess that he was flogged for stealing 
ier maidiov). And then, secondly, for 

r. Faber to assume that pa@yrivey 
ever means to make a disciple in any 
other way than by teaching, is to assume 
the question in dispute, This all we 

I 
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have from Justin. He next cites Irenzeus, 
but confesses in the passage he cites, 
“the sacrament of baptism is not pre- 
cisely mentioned ;” we think the passage 
has nothing to do with that ordinance. 
The statement is, Christ came to save 
all who through him are born again to 
God ; infants, and little ones, and boys, 
&c. Thus be passed through every age, 
sanctifying infants by being an infant, 
&c, Now Mr. Faber has himself stoutly 
maintained, that baptism is only one 
mean of regeneration, and that the latter 
is not inseparable from the former, even 
in the case of infarits ;—why should he 
assume, therefore, that the regeneration 
of these infants meant their baptism ? 
The next is Tertullian, who does in- 
deed mention the practice of baptizing 
infants as having been introduced, but 
it is so far from being in his time the 
general practice, that he mentions it for 
the express purpose of discountenancing 
it. He says, “ Let them be made Chris- 
tians when they are capable of knowing 
Christ.” Now if, as Mr. Faber asserts, 
“from the days of the apostles infant bap- 
tism was the universally received prac- 
tice,’ what right had Tertullian to refuse 
to the infarits of his time that efficacious 
ordinance? It seems, however, that 
what is censured by Tertullian as a 
corruption, is defended as a right by 
Cyprian fifty years after, during which 
time many other errors had become 
established ;—but so much for the con- 
sent of Tertullian and Cyprian. Lastly, 
Mr. Faber goes back to Clement, of 
Rome, as “insinuating” the practice of 
infant baptism ; and how do our readers 
suppose that the unconscious Clement is 
made guilty of such an insinuation? 
Why, he cites Job from the LXX., as 
saying, ‘No one is clean from pollution, 
though he live but a single day.” Hence 
Mr. Faker argues—Because baptism 
washes away original sin, and Clement 
avows his belief of original sin, even in 
infants, ergo, Clement believed in infant 
baptism! We ought to say, however, 
that Mr. F. has been led to cite this 
passage from Clement, because Jerom 
argues from the passage, according to 
him, the necessity of baptism and -re- 
eneration. 
‘aber’s case for the antiquity of infant, 
baptism; and we must confess, that 
when our worthy cotemporaries of the 
Christian Observer are so very grateful 
to Mr. Faber for this, “they are thankful 
for small mercies.” : 


This is the whole of Mr. 
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In good truth, the entire silence of the 
early Fathers on the subject of infant 
baptism, considering how prominent a 
place in some of their writings the ordi- 
nance assumes, coupled with what they 
have positively said on the other side, is 
a certain proof that it did not exist im 
their time, and never had existed. The 
statement of Justin, cited by Mr. Faber 
p- 185, in which that Father declares 
what was the practice of Christians of his 
time, may be regarded as decisive on 
this point, that is, of course, decisive, 
not of what was the will of God accord- 
ing to Scripture, for we do not ask his 
opinion on that subject, but of what was 
the approved practice in his time. 
says, Whosoever shall have been pe7- 
suaded, and shall believe the matters to 
be true which by us are taught and pro- 
pounded, and shall promise that they 
will live accordingly: these persons are 
instructed to supplicate God, Ke. . . 
Then they are brought by us to a place 
where there is water: and they are re- 
generated according to the method by 
which we were regenerated.” Now 
surely, if about the year 140, when Jus- 
tin flourished, there had been any truth 
in Mr. Fabet’s assertion, that “ From the 
days of the apostles infant baptism was 
the universally received practice of the 
Catholic church in every part of the 
world,” Justin would have spoken in a 
very different way about it. He would 
have amazed the Emperor by telling 
him, “ When the infants of those who 
profess and call themselves Christians 
are about eight days old, their sponsors 
bring them to the minister and promise 
for them that they shall believe all the ar- 
ticles of the Christian faith, and they are 
then regenerated by a few drops of water 
from the minister's hand.” ; 

In conclusion, we feel heartily thank- 
ful for ourselves, and for many others, in 
being emancipated from the mental 
thraldom in which Mr. Faber and his 
class are so much inclined to glory. The 
alliance of truth and philosophy which 
the Reformation beheld, has since then 
been assembling beneath its banner all 
the best and most healthy forces of the 
understanding and the heart; its ad- 
vance has been steady and decidedly 
successful ; and as it is more and more 
distinctly that of establishing the Re- 
deemer’s reign, it more and more dis- 
trusts all weapons but the sword of the 
Spirit, which isthe Word of God. The 
attempt which is made in our day to 


He 
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marshall the ambiguous and undis- 
ciplined bands who are disaffected to 
this alliance. will we hope be only the 
means of their more decided overthrow. 
In. the meantime, without, we trust, 
being influenced by the bigotry of party, 
we cannot but think that the position we 
hold as Baptists is of great importance 
in the present aspect of affuirs; and it 
becomes us, and éspecially the rising 
youth of our ministry, to furnish our- 
selves well with all the means of under- 
standing and defending our own position, 
that principles so dear and so important 
to vital religion as those are which are 
connected with our views, may not be ob- 
secured or lost to the world by our neg- 
lect and inefficiency. 


Discourses on Special Occasions, by the late 
Rev. R. S. M' All, LL.D., with a Sketch 
of his Life and Character, by the Rev. 
RaLtpH WaRDLAW, D.D. 2 vols. 8vo, 
Price 24s, 


Tue individual who was the author of 
these discourses, and is the subject of 
this sketch, was confessedly one of the 
most extraordinary preachers of his own 
or other days. Those who knew him 
will hail these volumes as a grateful me- 
morial ; and all by perusing them may 
obtain pleasure and profit. Such was 
he, that few could admire him except 
enthusiastically, and these, by an easy 
and delighted effort of the imagination, 
will supply much of that charm which 
the great spoiler has dissolved. If any 
were prejudiced by thoughtless or en- 
vious rumours, or repulsed by peculiari- 
ties they could not appreciate and were 
not anxious to excuse, they will here 
find a confutation of the former, and an 
explanation of the latter. On these ac- 
counts, as well as for the intrinsic value 
of the productions themselves, all of our 
readers who can will purchase them, or 
secure a perusal of them; and, as it is 
impossible that we should transfer to our 
pages even an epitome of subjects so 
discursive and various, we must content 
ourselves with a few supplemental and 
explanatory remarks. 

The “Sketch,” perhaps, demands our 
first and longest notice. That it comes 
from Dr. Wardlaw will be to many a 
sufficient, and to all an important recom- 
mendation. It is distinguished by the 
usual. qualities of his writings—cleamness, 
acuteness, sound sense, apd amiable 
feeling ; yet slightly enfeebled in effect 
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by digressions which hardly compensate 
for delaying the narrative, by argu- 
ments to prove what is almost too obvi- 
ous to need an affirmation, and repeti- 
tions of the same thought in language 
not greatly varied nor often improved, 
That which must have constituted one 
of his greatest difficulties, and which as 
it entails a public loss is much to be re- 
gretted, arose from “the fact, that the 
lamented subject of this memoir, imme- 
diately before his death, laid his nearest 
relatives under an interdict, and exacted 
from them a corresponding promise, 
that they would furnish no materials for 
a life of him.” To this cause, doubt- 
less, may be attributed the absence from 
the memoir of those domestic incidents 
and epistles which invest biography with 
so much interest. The diversity and 
distance of the sources of information 
has involved other imperfections in the 
work. There is an apparent eagerness 
for anecdotes, and not much selection ; 
so that some will be suspected as doubt- 
ful, and others neglectedas trivial. Thus 
according to different statements, he is 
represented as being, during his studies 
at Edinburgh, at once thoroughly scep- 
tical, considering all “ religious charac- 
ters’ as “ weak enthusiasts, with whom 
no gentleman of learning or taste could 
associate,” and yet the willing,admired, 
and successful vindicator of Christianity ; 
and, what is stranger still, we are told 
in one place, that Mr. Roby, of Man- 
chester, gave the. charge at his ordina- 
tion at Macclesfield, and in another, that 
after his settlement in that town, he 
avoided all intercourse with, did not 
know, and had not seen him. Another ~ 
infelicity resulting from bringing togeth- 
er the testimony of so mary admirers is, 
that the whole has the air of a pane- 
gyric, without possessing the excellen- 
cies, or answering the design of one, 
There is, moreover, a lack of congruity. 
The portraiture is full, but the colouring 
and expression are so modified by the 
different capacities and tastes of ‘so 
many artists, that even the master hand 
of Dr. Wardlaw, has failed to give it 
sufficient character and finish. To say 
that the work is imperfect is, however, 
only to affirm that it is of human origin, 
and had the faults been many or very 
important, they could not have been so 
easily or readily specified. 
The memoir informs us, that R. S. 
Mé‘All was born at Plymouth, in the 
month of August, 1792; was the subject 
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of permanent religious impressions when 
about eight years of age, and manifest- 
ing strong predilections for the work of 
the ministry, entered the academy at 
Axminster before he was fifteen. When 
not quite seventeen, he was admitted 
into the Hoxton Academy (now High- 
bury College) ; but continued only a 
year, on account of suspicions that his 
sentiments were unsettled, or heterodox. 
Next we find him studying medicine at 
Edinburgh, of which he relinquished 
the practice as his mind was gradually 
restored to its early estimates and feel- 
ings concerning the things of God. Dr. 
Collyer, whose letter concerning him is 
one of the most beautiful we ever read, 
was his early and constant friend, and 
became his patron, by introducing him 
at Macclesfield, as one who possessed 
an almost “angelic genius.” In that 
town he laboured and studied, assidu- 
ously and successfully, for about twelve 
years, when he removed to Manchester ; 
where he closed his short but brilliant 
career. His days were comparatively 
féw ; but before he died he had atoned 
for the impetuosities of his youth ; lived 
down the prejudices of the weak, and 
the calumnies of the malignant; obtained 
a wide and honourable sphere for the 
employment and even the display of his 
extraordinary endowments ; won the 
profoundest admiration of thousands, 
the love of those who knew him best, 
and the respect of all; and (which was 
infinitely dearer to his heart) was the 
instrument of good toan extent of which 
it is impossible to form an adequate con- 
ception, and ina sphere for which but 
few were competent. Ardent and quick 
almost beyond comparison, he was in- 
cessantly employed in gathering the ele- 
ments of instruction and delight ; but 
only that in the pulpit and in the par- 
lour he might readily and lavishly im- 
part them to others. In the house he 
was so apt, versatile, and urbane, that 
the timid were emboldened without be- 
ing addressed ; the ignorant instructed, 
yet spared the humiliation of appearing 
to be scholars; the truly meritorious 
proportionately honoured, and all so 
drawn out and felicitated in their con> 


versation that they were enchanted with 


their own eloquence. The strength and 
permanence of his friendship many have 


~ tested, not merely in the sunny day and 


the flowery field, but in the night of ad- 


versity and the thorny wilderness of re- 


proach, when others less disinterested 
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or less fervent, forsook and forgot them: 
His devoutness was too sincere to be os- 
tentatious, yet too impressive and spon- 
taneous to be overlooked by the dullest, 
or unfelt by the coldest. His profound 
humility is most warmly attested, as it 
was most frequently seen, by those who 
attended his seclusion ; for, like the lily, 
its home was in the valley, yet it was as 
drooping, as graceful, and as pure. He 
had seen too much of parties to be a 
partisan, and had thought so much and 
so painfully that he could neither be nor 
satisfy the sectary. His very sensitive- 
ness made him resemble a plant covered 
with the dews of the morning, whicli- 
trembles at every touch, and covered 
him with equal freshness and beauty 
whenever happiness beamed upon him. 
If ever he was supercilious, it was to- 
ward the flippant and the vain, or at 
least those whom he believed to be such: 
If he thought too highly and spoke too 
frequently of himself, it must be remem- 
bered that that is a fault of which most 
are guilty, and yet seldom aware; that 
his talents were the most self-deceiving, 
and that he could not breathe without 
inhaling the incense of applause. It is 
no compliment to aman when his friends 
even dare to flatter him. When you hear 
him often in public proclaiming his in- 
significance and incapacity, you think it 
would be better if, suiting the action to 
the word, he took that for granted, or 
treated it as not of sufficient importance 
to occupy the attention of others ; and, 
above all, if you see him excessively an- 
noyed when his intelectual reputation 
is slighted, or jeopardized, you cannot 
help regretting, in proportion as you 
love and admire. If any or all these 
things were occasionally and partially 
visible in Dr. M‘All, we have only to re= 
member that he was.one of Adam’s pro- 
geny, and that even Achilles was yulne- 
rable in his heel. : 

To form a true estimate of his intel- 
lectual character is a work of greater 
delicacy and difficulty. In the letter 
from Dr. Collyer he is compared to Ro- 
bert Hall ; but between the two there is: 
room neither for contrast nor compari- 
son. From many parts of the sketch we 
might be led to conelude that he was 
one of those xare instances of mental 


grasp and power whose productions cast 


a shadow over what is common, and live 

on eae as if in mockery of what — 
is frail. This, however, would be a 
mistake which a perusal of the discourses _ 
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syould correct. His mental structure 
‘was vigorous rather than powerful, ex- 
traordinary rather than great. He asto- 
nished by the celerity of his movements, 
not by the originality of his course. His 
imagination seemed to be the least pro- 
lific of his faculties ; for though his de- 
scriptions are frequently felicitous, and 
sometimes striking, yet his comparisons 
and allusions are neither numerous, nor 
new, norexquisite. In abstract analysis 
he is evidently most at home ; and had 
his mind possessed less mobility, or more 
power of concentration, he would in this 
have strongly resembled, if not equalled, 
his tutor and friend Dr. Thomas Brown. 
-All his natural endowments were consi- 
‘derably above the average; his educa- 
tional advantages were many and diver- 
‘sified ; even his difficulties at Hoxton 
must haye thrown him more on his own 
resources, and his purely nervous tempe- 
rament gave a quickness to his percep- 
tions, and a restlessness to his pursuit, 
which could not fail to place him ona 
lofty, though not the highest elevation. 

_ But his grand distinction, the source 
‘at once of his temptations, his excellen- 
‘cies, and defects, was his unrivalled and 
almost meconceivable powers of utter- 
‘ance. 
strength, which made him a Sampson 
‘amongst the hosts of public speakers ; 
but shorn of which, to a great extent, he 
would have been as other men, Not 


only did he never approach the confines — 


‘of hesitation, but it seemed a natural im- 
possibility he should do so. Without a 
moment’s preparation he would speak for 
an hour as correctly and as much to the 
purpose as if he had written every word. 
Beginning without the shadow of embar- 
rassment, accelerating or slackening his 
course at will; never tripping, though 
vehemently impetuous; never oppressed, 
though weepingly. pathetic ; never con- 
fused, though involved in the most mazy 
sentences ; never inappropriate, though 
rapidly turning to topics the most con- 
trarious ; never flagging through weari- 
ness, and most felicitous, when the task 
was most perilously. delicate. In. his 
happier moods he seemed to reserve an 
ocean fulness, which struggled in vain to 
rush forth at the very moment he was 
pouring out torrents of eloquence ; and, 
when the congregation was thin, and the 
place large, rari nantes in gurgite vasto, 
and these rare ones many degrees below 
freezing point, though he was unhappy, 
and almo 


These were the locks of his- 


unable to thiul, yet then the | 
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exhaustlessness of his language only be- 
came the more apparent and astonishing 
His voice, too, was as flexible as his 
style, seconding and enriching all his 
efforts. It was that of the charmer; 
surely the richest and sweetest that mor- 
tal ever heard. 

But these things involved many and 
serious disadvantages; while they ex- 
plain much of the marvellous in what is 
said concerning his prowess in debate. 
Many in private conversation would be 
confounded, not by the weight of his ar- 
guments so much as the rapidity with 
which they were announced; and in 
his public discourses many were over- 
whelmed by his eloquence before they 
could take a draught of his meaning. 
Hence it was, too, that he “shot over 
people’s heads ;” not, as Dr. Wardlaw 
intimates, by the elevation and greatness 
of his thoughts, but by the elaborate in- 
volution and consequent obscurity of his 
style. But this brought poison without 
an antidote. It produced with many all 
the effects of first-rate mental greatness, 
without furnishing the corresponding 
correctives of vanity, which real great- 
ness supplies. It surrounded him with 
an amount of homage which strangers 
could not aceredit, which few men ever 
had, and which appeared sufficient al- 
most to corrupt an angel. It tended to 
fix the attention of his hearers more on 
himself than on his theme ; men were 
surprised rather than instructed, and Dr. 
Philips did but express the general feel- 
ing, when he said to Mr. Fletcher: 
“What a wonderful man this doctor of 
yours is!” The most frequent exclama- 
tion of his hearers on Monday morning 
was, ‘‘ The doctor gave us a most won- 
derful sermon yesterday!” but, when 
asked to specify any particular argument 
or illustration that could sustain their de- 
scription, the reply 


sequently forgotten all. 

The discourses furnished in these vo-- 
lumes will but imperfectly exhibit the 
Doctor’s ordinary style. They have 
less splendour, but more. correctness, 
unity, concentration, and massiveness, 
than bis spontaneous effusions. They 
are the best of his most elaborate ser- 
mons. Those on parental duties, and 


on the ministerial and missionary work, 
abound with remarks acute, . glowing, 


and just; which few can read with at- 
tention without being made wiser, and 
none can constantly practice without 


would show that. 
they had understood but little, and con-. 


- 


~ 
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being made better. They will remind 
his friends of the greatness of their loss, 
but, if often and prayerfully perused, 
will go far to compensate it. They 
prove that their author, though in his 
denomination surrounded by a galaxy of 
talent, was neither eclipsed nor absorbed. 
If some of his brethren were more learn- 
ed, others more logical, others more ele- 
gant, others more concentrated and pro- 
found than himself, yet he was as acute 
as any, and more intense, versatile, and 
copious than them all. 

Our limits will only allow one short 
extract from the discourse on ‘‘ parental 
duties ;” though the whole are so equable 
and yet so diversified, that many would 
be required fully to represent their me- 
rits. 

“ Allied to this is a practice, once, alas! too 
common—that of making religious phraseology, 
and the language even of the Scriptures, the ve- 
hicle of sentiments sometimes ludicrous, some- 
times trifling, sometimes almost profane. This 
practice seems now indeed to be very generally 
reprobated, and abandoned, in a great measure, 
by the church to the world. With respect to 
this latter class—however humbling it might be 
to be reminded of the fact—they owe some of 
the most sparkling ornaments of their discourse, 
and nearly all their wit, to that despised and 
antiquated volume, at length so happily ex- 
ploded, that against it they have almost ceased 
any longer to direct their raillery. Orators, no- 
velists, poets, senators—the facetious and the 
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scientific alike—find the Bible now their most 
convenient jest-book ; and it must be acknow~ 
ledged they make ample use of it, though not 
always with the facility or the discretion which 
a larger acquaintance with its contents might 
enable them to apply.’ A man moderately con- 
yersant with its expression, might often assist 
them more ingeniously to insult and outrage 
their Creator. He might furnish them with 
happier allusions, and terms more adequate to 
their design ; with forms of more impious inu- 
endo, and images of more delicately veiled pollu- 
tion, We have sometimes commiserated the 
poverty of their invention, while admiring the 
boldness of their adventure :—that they would 
brave the wrath of heaven on so slight a stimu- 
lus, making its own oracles, even for a jest, the 
very seal of their damnation. 
should barter their immortality for so poor a 
recompense, and gain for its surrender no more 
valuable boon than the honour of some paltry 
witticism or ill-constructed blasphemy. I repeat 
my conviction, that, amongst those who have 
even the slightest pretensions to the name of 
godliness, this most reprehensible and senseless 
practice is declining, and will ere long wholly 
disappear; and I hope the time is at hand when 
even to allude, in his presence, to the name of 
God, in any other manner than with the pro- 
foundest reverence, and forlegitimate and sacred 
purposes, will be felt by every believer in revela- 
tion as a direct and personal offence. Yet it is 
impossible I should too strongly caution the 
Christian parent against the most distant ap- 
proach to its indulgence; scarcely anything is 
more certainly indicative of an unprolific and a 
vulgar mind; while its effects upon the senti- 
ments and habits of the young must be, in every 
aspect, indescribably pernicious,” 
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Facts and Evidence relating to the Opium Trade 
with China. By Witu1am Srorrs Fry. 
London: 8vo. pp. 64. Price 1s. 

Tus is, we believe, the best of the numerous 

pamphlets on the subject to which it refers; 

and we can cordially recommend it to all who 
wish to receive a brief but comprehensive view 
of the pia ada questions connected with the 
growth of opium in India, and the manner in 
which it is introduced into China, Mr. Fry 
undertakes to prove, that the introduction of 
opium into China, has been and is directly con- 
trary to the laws of that empire, and in open 
defiance of the Chinese government, which never 


wanted the sincere desire, but the power, to put 


it down ;—that the British Indian Government, 
monopolizing the production of opium in our 
East. India possessions, cultivates, prepares, and 
_ sells it expressly for the Chinese market, with- 
out any respect to those laws and prohibitions; 
—that British subjects, under the sanction of 
the British Indian Government, persist in car- 
; woe that opium into China to be disposed of 

there, under circumstances of increasing and 


aggravated evil and atrocity ;—that the proper- 
ties of opium, as a stimulus or luxury, are mo- 
rally and physically deleterious in the highest. 
degree ;—that the cultivation and monopoly of 
opium are attended with serious evils and op- 
pressions in our Hast-Indian territories ;— that 
this traffic has been, and is, highly injurious to 
the legitimate commerce of this country, and 
endangers a most important branch of our re- 
venue ;—and, lastly, that it materially interferes 
with the progress of Christianity in the East, 
These positions are sustained by ‘adequate evi- 
dence. The writer, who is a merchant engaged 
in the China trade, but belonging to a firm 


_which has ever scrupulously abstained from the 


guilty practices which he exposes, appears to be 
quite at home in discussing the 
commercial beatings; but he evinces equal 
earnestness in reference to its moral and reli- 
gious aspect. He urges those who bear the 
name of Christian, 
cultivators of the 
to do right in this 


matter. 


Pity, that they . 


subject in its- 


to set the example to other _ 
pernicious org, at at ses *: 
ah al s et us, I repeat, 
DO RIGHT, and leave the eyent and the omnes” 2 


J 
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Meee in the hand of Providence: and most 
ully and firmly am I persuaded, that the course 
which is right—the course to which honour, 
morality, and religion call—is the only wise, 
and prudent, and politic course,—the course 
which alone can secure our national welfare, 
our commercial prosperity, and the stability of 
our colonial empire.” 


Sacred Geography and History, for the use of 
Families, Bible Classes, and Sunday- School 
Teachers, with Maps. By Tuomas AppLe- 
GATE, Missionary from the Bahamas. Lon- 
don: foolscap 8vo. pp. 144. Price 3s. 


A GREAT deal of information which will be ac- 
ceptable both to teachers and pupils in studying 
the sacred writings, is brought into a small 
compass in this volume; illustrating the locality 
of those countries which are mentioned in Scrip- 
ture, their natural history, and the fulfilment of 
prophecies respecting them. 


Biblical Topography : Lectures on the Position 
and Character of the Places mentioned in the 
Holy Scriptures. With Maps. By Samurn 
Ransom, Classical and Hebrew Tutor in 
Hackney Theological Seminary; Author of a 
Treatise on Temptation. With a Preface by 
Joun Harris, D.D., Theological Tutor in 
Cheshunt College. ondon: royal 18mo. pp. 
460. Price 6s. 


Tuis is a much more comprehensive work than 
that which we have just noticed. It treats of 
the History of Palestine in connexion with its 
Geography, discusses its Polity, Languages, and 
Literature, and contains a judicious chapter on 
its Destiny. It is the substance of a series of 
lectures which were originally academical exer- 
cises, and it furnishes a pleasant and profitable 
course of reading; both for theological students 
and for well-educated young people in general. 


Canadian Scenery illustrated. Uniform with 
American Scenery, Switzerland, Scotland, 
§e. From Drawings by W. H. BArTiern, 
engraved in the first style of the art by R. 
Wallis, J, C. Willmore, Brandard, Bentley, 
Richardson, &c. The Literary Department 
by N. P. Witx1s, Ese., Author of “ Pencil- 
lings by the Way,” “ Inklings of Adventure,” 
&c. London: 4to. Part I. Price 2s. 


ACQUAINTANCE with Canada is now desirable, 
on many accounts, to the Christian philanthro- 
ist as well as to the politician. The work be- 
fore us, if this first part is a fair specimen, will 
be beautiful and instructive. It contains deli- 
cate and picturesque views of a Wigwam in the 
Forest—General Brock’s Monument— Rapids 
on the approach to the village of Cedars—and 
Quebec. Nothing is said in the prospectus re- 
specting maps; but to render the publication 
all that the proprietors appear to wish to make 
it, it will be necessary that some should be in- 
troduced. i 
The Christening and the Baptizing. A Tale for 
the Unlearned. By F. Cuowrs, Classical, 
Tutor of Horton College, Bradford. Brad- 
ford: pp. 12. Price 1d. 
Tuts tract was written, it appears, at the re- 


quest of several’ poor members of the church of | 
| (Tract Society) 18mo. pp. 69. Price 6d. 


which the author was formerly pastor, who lived 
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among persons wholly unacquainted with the 
views of the Baptists, and wanted something 
simpler and more interesting to the igno- 
rant than pamphlets explanatory of our 
views generally are. It is exceedingly well 
adapted to the purpose it was intended to an- 
swer ; and we shall be glad to see it advertised 
with the name of some London bookseller of 
whom it may be procured. We embrace the 
opportunity to suggest that the important bear- 
ings of our sentiments in reference to baptism 
upon those questions which relate to Church 
Kstablishments and to the doctrine of the Ox- 
ford schoolmen, renders the distribution of ju- 
dicious tracts on baptism a very easy and effec- 
tive mode of diffusing sound dissenting prin 

ciples. 


A. Dialogue in Verse between the Pool and Ba- 
sins London: pp. 16. Price 2d. 


A SILLY correspondence admitted into the Pa- 
triot a month or two ago, in which it is hard to 
say whether the Baptist or Pedobaptist wri- 
ters appeared to the least advantage, has given 
occasion to this little jew d’esprit. It is said 
that its composition has furnished amusement to 
an invalid recovering from disease which has 
long suspended his active services and confined 
him to a secluded chamber; and though we 
should not readily undertake to be his counsel 
if he were to rest upon this performance his 
claim to a niche in Poets’ Corner, yet we assert 
without hesitation, that he has secured to his 
favourite “ Pool” the best of the argument. 


Persecution of the Lutheran Church in Prussia, 
from the year 1831 to the present time; com- 
piled from German publications. Chiefly 
translated by J. D. L6wEnBERG. With ad- 
ditional information from various sources. 
London: pp. 144. Price 1s. 6d. 


Tur character of this publication may be learnt 
by consulting our Intelligence in an ensuing 
page. 


RECENT PUBLICATIONS 
Approbed. 


The Pictorial History of Palestine. By the Editor 
of ‘* The Pictorial Bible.’ London: imperial 8vo. 
Price 2s. 6d. 


The Colonial Magazine and Commercial Maritime 
Journal. Edited by Ropert Monrcomery MAr- 
TIN, Esq., Author of ‘The History of the British 
Colonies,” &c. No. 4. April, 1840, London : 
8v0. Price 2s. 6d. 


The Christian’s Latin Companion, containing 
Thomas a Kempis’s “ Imitation of Christ,” rendered - 
into elegant Latin by SEB. CasTeLiro, and Hymns. 
London: 12mo. pp.92. Price 3s. 


The Oneness of Christians in Christ. A Discourse 
originally delivered in the Baptist Chapel, Broad- 
mead, Bristol, at a united Lecture of the Independent 
and Baptist Congregations, and also in Airedale Col- 
lege Chapel, Bradford, March 29, 1840. By Francis 
CLowes, Classical Tutor, Horton College, Bradford. 
Bradford : pp. 16. Price ld. 


Anecdotes. Miscellaneous. London : (Tract So- 
ciety) 18mo. pp. 244. Price 2s. 


Conversion of the Earl of Rochester. London : 
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PRUSSIA. 


PERSECUTION OF DISSENTERS, 


A little volume has recently been pub- 
lished, entitled, Persecution of the Lu- 
theran Church, which consists of original 
documents translated, and contains much 
information respecting the course adopted 
by king Frederick III. towards a valuable 
portion of his subjects, which ought to 
be universally known, as an illustration of 
the promotion of religion on monarchical 
principles. The Prussian sovereign has 
been for many years a zealous patron of 
evangelical doctrine; he has sanctioned and 
maintained many eminent professors in the 
universities of his dominions ; and he has 
sought earnestly to effect a union of different 
churches which would have been advan- 
tageous, probably, had it been the result of 
conviction and fraternal love, instead of 
being attempted by authoritative enact- 
ments. For a full view of the results of 
this unhallowed zeal on the part of one 
who is exhibited by some English advo- 
eates of Protestantism, as a model for the 
imitation of all sovereigns, we must refer 
to the work itself; but the following ex- 
tracts from letters contained in it will give 
a general idea of the sad seenes which have 
been realized. 

‘“In 1822,” says Pastor Kavel, ‘there 
appeared a new liturgy, destined, in the 
first instance, for the royal chapel, at Berlin, 
as expressed in its title. It was introduced 
by degrees into other churches, towns, and 
villages; a part of the clergy already in 
office accepting it voluntarily, whilst all 
those that were to be appointed, were under 
the necessity of subscribing to it, or else 
did not obtain preferment. ‘The reception 
of the new liturgy was afterwards urged 
throughout the kingdom. Considerable 
opposition was raised, and much was written 
against it. Amongst others who opposed its 
reception, was the celebrated Schleierma- 
cher. The magistracy of Berlin rejected 
it, and also twelve clergymen of that city. 
To induce the dissentients to receive the 
Liturgy, and in order to meet the various 
objections, a new edition was prepared, in 
the second part of which, many of the old 
prayers and formularies were inserted ; 
which decided the majority of the clergy, 
amongst whom were the twelve above. 
mentioned, to receive it. haa 

“The year 1830 now approached, on the 
25th of June in which, the third centenary 
of the presenting of the Augsburg Con- 


fession was celebrated. It was desired that 
on that day the new liturgy should be read 
in all the churches. But as some of the 
Lutheran clergy, among whom was Dr. 
Scheibel, Professor in Breslau, could not 
conscientiously agree to this, he was sus- 
pended from his office, against the will and 
to the great grief of his flock. The same 
fate, the year following, befell all the preach- 
ers who did not receive the new liturgy, 
or who had laid it aside again, after being 
convinced of their error. They were dis- 
missed from their office; and if they ven- 
tured to preach the gospel and administer 
the sacraments in private houses to their 
forsaken parishioners, according to the 
Lutheran formula, which has been in use 
for the last three hundred years, they 
were thrown into prison, and compelled 
with their families to quit their respective 
parishes. And those Lutheran families 
who, from fidelity to their chureh and con- 
fession, took no part in the public -wor- 
ship of the established church, but mu- 
tually edified each other in private houses, 
were, also, either fined or imprisoned. 
These persecutions have been the most vio- 
lent in Silesia and the grand-duchy of Po- 
sen, where most of the inhabitants are Lu- 
therans. Some of the Lutheran preachers 
are still in prison; others wander about 
the country, with great difficulty and dan- 
ger, to minister the word of God and the 
sacraments, during the night, in remote 
places, in order not to be disturbed by 
the police. For since the edict of 1834, 
prohibiting any meetings of Christians for 
mutual edification, unless by express per- 
mission of the Consistories (which, hav- 
ing subscribed to the union, do not grant 
such permission to those Lutherans who 
have not adopted it) —all Lutheran divine 
service is rendered illegal. 

“There are thousands of Lutherans who 
live in this persecuted state. And why are 
they punished? Not for resisting the civil 
powers appointed by God, nor for refusin 
obedience to the laws of society; for they 
give unto Cesar the things that are Czsar’s ; 
but solely because they cannot receive the 
new liturgy. Our opponents indeed say, 
“You may adopt the liturgy without sik 
ing the union;” but who can do this, 


since the former has merely the latter for 


its object? Gladly would we unite, if it 
were only a real union; for we Lutherans, 


also, long that there may be one fold and. 


one shepherd. we dead 
“But we cannot regard that as a holy 
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Christian chureh, which persecutes another 
church. This is the case with the new 
United Church of Prussia, which ‘tolerates 
neither those that are strictly Lutheran, nor 
such as are strictly reformed. He that 
does not adopt the new liturgy, whether he 
be Lutheran or reformed, is persecuted. 

«Hence, he who belongs to the United 
Chureh, must at the same time, either ac- 
tively or passively, consent to the persecu- 
tion and suppression of the Lutheran and 
reformed churches as they have existed for 
three centuries. But we Lutherans, feel it 
to be contrary to conscience to belong to a 
church which persecutes Christian bre- 
thren; and on this account, were there:no 
other motive, could not have communion 
with it. Who are we, that we should judge 
our brethren? “Every-one must stand or 
fall to his own master, We wish:not to 
hinder any one from joining the United 
Church; we merely beg for toleration for 
ourselves.” 

In 1835, “about nineteen ministers,” 
says Pastor Graham, “had publicly re- 
nounced the new form of worship, from 
conscientious motives; on which account 
they were either dismissed or imprisoned 
by the civil authorities, The congrega- 
tions, following, for the most part, the 
example of their preachers, were also fined 
and imprisoned; when, for instance, they 
refused to have their children baptized ac- 
cording to the new formula; or if they did 
did not attend the new form of worship, and 
held Lutheran divine service by themselves, 
according to the ancient apostolic ‘mode, 
But the heavier the pressure and the longer 
it lasted, the more clearly did ‘Lutheran 
Christians perceive the real nature of the 
Prussian ‘Religious Union. 

“In a'few-years, about twenty thousand 
publicly renounced the New United Church, 
and declared that they would abide by 
their ancient apostolic (Lutheran) church. 
They frequently presented petitions for to- 
leration, to the king and his ministers, but 
in-vain. They proved that their confession 
was rendered void by the new form of wor- 
ship, but received no other answer than that 
it was not true; that they might still be- 
lieve what they pleased; but must belong 
to’the United Church. 

“The Lutherans, however, declared that 
they could not do so, so long as the latter 
did not confess the Lutheran religion, in its 
form of worship; they also requested to 
have their ministers set at liberty. But 

jn vain.” © > : 

In an account published by Mr. Ernst’ 
we are’told that ‘‘ Mr. Krause, pastor of the 


litseh, Trebnitz, and Wartenberg, in Silesia, 

was seized and imprisoned at Militsch, be- 

cause, in obedience to the ; 
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punished as rebels. 
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his official oath, he had rejected the com- 
mand of the United church to resign his 
office as Lutheran pastor. By the arbitrary 
decree of the State church (not by legal 
judgment) he was confined for more than a 
year, and forty-two weeks of that time in a 
narrow prison. His congregation in the 
mean time went on increasing, for honest 
minds were convinced by those dark deeds 
of their anti-christian principle, and openly 
acknowledged this before the magistrates. 
Notwithstanding the separation from their 


} pastor, they maintained public worship 


through their superintendents, and would 
not be deterred from it, either by the police, 
or by weekly judicial examinations, or by 
threatened fines and imprisonments, The 


‘superintendents of the different communities 


when deprived of their pastors, some of 
whom-have been banished and others im- 
prisoned, do not preach themselves in reli- 


gious assemblies, but according to their 


pastor’s advice, read each time a sermon 
from a book, and before and after it a pray- 
er from the Old Wittenberg church prayer 
book. 

‘The Lutherans in Prussia would feel 
thankful, if assemblies of twenty or fifteen, 
or even ten persons, were allowed to meet 
together; they would then divide them- 
selves and perform worship in their differ- 
ent houses, but the assembling of even a 
few individuals for this purpose is not al- 
lowed. 

“Tf the ever-spying police find merely two 
or three neighbours, who haye met for the 


purpose of reading a sermon, or a chapter 


from the Bible, they are seized—deprived 
of their property, and then imprisoned and 
Through the kind 
Providence of God, some of the travelling 


ministers have not yet fallen into the hands . 


of their persecutors,and these have been still 
enabled to administer the sacrament to the 
congregations, 

“In order to accomplish the purpose of 
destroying the Lutheran church (guaranteed 
by the oaths of kings, and other privileges 
for these three hundred years) the State 
church.imprisoned several members of Mr. 
Krause’s congregation for days, months, and 


quarters — distrained from one of the 
wealthiest among them 1160 frances, from 


another 320—took from the poor their 
clothing, cattle, house utensils, and even 
the vessels in which they prepared their 
food, extorting altogether 5200 francs from 


this poor community, in addition to which, — 


they threatened, ill-treated, beat them, and 


used all the arts of cunning and arbitrary _ 


force to disperse them. But the people re- 


‘Lutheran community in the circles.of Mi- | mained firm, and cheerfully suffered the 


ill:treatment and loss of their property. 
“ The State church expected to dissolve 


word of God, and | the community byremoving det pasar fram : 
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them, but they were mistaken. It not only 
remained unshaken, but increased during 


the imprisonment of their father (:minister) | 


one hundred souls. 

“The State church having deprived the 

Lutherans of their public places of worship, 
‘now sought to disturb their private religious 
“meetings. The people then retired into the 
woods to worship; the children were also 
‘taken there to be baptized. Spies are en- 
gaged in all places (particularly in Silesia), 
‘whose vigilance is excited by the promise 
of premiums, so that the holy sacrament 
can only be administered during the nights, 
for all the village and town magistrates are 
charged to have every Lutheran. pastor ar- 
rested wherever he may be found. Never- 
theless the Lutheran church increases every- 
where, for the most simple and unlearned 
must perceive that that cannot be the right 
church which practises such barbarous 
cruelties against those who differ from it in 
faith. 
ministers have hitherto remained unnoticed, 

“ After his long imprisonment at Militsch, 
Pastor Krause was eventually banished to 
Erfurt, eighty miles from his own home, 
and there sentenced to an additional fine of 

320 franes, or ten weeks’ imprisonment, for 
~having administered the sacrament in his 
official capacity. 

“The Lutheran community remaining 
faithful to the confession of their forefathers, 
the State church now rages againstthem with 
greater violence. It has appointed police- 
‘men “(gendarmen) on horseback, and per- 
mitted them on all occasions to use arbi- 
trary power. With the assistance of a hired 
mob, the people have been violently drag- 
‘ged from ‘the house of God, and besides 
this, have been fined in one instance 1328 

*franes (£53) for their mode of worship. 
“The communities have made a represen- 
tation to the government, and proved their 
legal right; but instead of an answer, the 
police and Commissioners were sent to dis- 
train them as severely as they pleased, and 
were permitted to take away even the house- 
hold provisions. Thus the police, the com- 
missioners of taxes, the magistrates of the 
place, and a crowd of constables, acted like 
common robbers for a whole week in:the 
village of Lutzeine, attempting even to take 
away the clothing from the bodies of the 
very poorest. Instead of the imposed £53, 
“they robbed them of property amounting 
‘to £150 (3990 francs). They carried away 
their robberies upon large carts. From a 
_poor man in Uieschutz, they took away his 
whole provision for cattle, and also his cow, 
amounting together to 180 franes (£7 5s.) 
“Some other poor people they fined 160 
franes (£6 10s.), merely on account of hay- 
“ing attended their places of worship. Many 
of those distrained have been reduced to 
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beggary by these robbers. During the sale 
of their property, the poor people have been 
cruelly mocked by the commissioners and 
the police, but they have borne it all with 
patience, and opposed themselves not even 
with a word, This it is which mortifies the 
| persecutors most, that the Lutherans, under 
| all their oppressions, prove themselves so 
meek ; and pay their taxes punctually and 
willingly, for their enemies would fain have 
a pretext for treating them as rebels. At 
last they cried out, ‘*‘ You are mad! ”— 
| ‘* deprived of your senses! ”’—‘* you will 
be brought into madhouses,” &c. 

“These are the deeds of the New State 
| church in the kingdom of Prussia, the land 
from which all other countries carry away 
wisdom and civilization, and that boasts of 
its spirit of toleration! Yes! blasphemy, 
atheism, and frivolity, are tolerated in the 
universities, in the pulpits, churches, and 
schools; but that church which has founded 
the existence of Prussia, and still maintains 
it, is not tolerated, but persecuted. The 
United Prussian State church has exacted 
above £360 (9000 francs) from the above- 
mentioned community of -the circles of 
Militsch, Trebnitz, and Wartenberg alone. 
Ten or twelve times that sum has been ex- 
torted from the other communities in Si- 
lesia ; and if all the fines which have been 
exacted from the poor Lutherans since the 
year 1830 were put together, the sum may 
| be computed to amount to at least £10,000, 
(250,000 franes.) 
| Every impartial man may justly ask the 
question, ‘‘ Have not these persecuted Lu 
therans some dangerous political end in 
view?” No! for upon the inquiry of mi- 
nisters, and other State officers, the answer 
from the best accredited local authorities 
has uniformly been, “ They are the most 
quiet subjects, and perform their duties of 
allegiance most punctually and willingly ; 
never yet has a Lutheran been punished on 
account of the non-performance of his secu- 
lar duties.” ‘* Are the Lutherans dema- 
gogues?”’ No! for’ the Lutherans have 
boldly declared to the government, that 
among the hundreds of persons imprisoned 
for disaffection, there was not one Lutheran. 

“They challenged the ministry, to point 
out to them one Lutheran that was a dema- 
gogue. Three years have passed, and the 
spree have not yet given an answer to 

is. 


derers, thieves, impostors, calumniators, 
smugglers?” By no means !—for in no 
prison of the Prussian state is one single 
Lutheran to be found who has been punish. 
ed for such a crime.“ Are they then a 
| new sect?”” Most assuredly not; but the 
-church which has existed for: these. three 
hundred years; it is the-State church, on 


“Or are the Lutherans criminals, mur-— 
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the contrary, which is a new sect. What 
then have the Lutherans done? Answer— 
No more than that they remain faithful to 
the church of their fathers, and for con- 
science’ sake in matters of faith, adopt no 


state uniform—no state commandership— | 


no visible head of the church—no pope— 
but simply adhere to the word of God. The 
Lutherans have petitioned for leave to emi- 
grate, but the ministry refuse it, and say in 
reply, “ That it is impudent to maintain 
that there is no liberty of faith and con- 
science in Prussia; that the government re- 
fuses to grant consent for emigration, and 
will know how to meet such obstinacy.” 

“ This may form a small specimen of that 
toleration which has been practised in 
Prussia for several years past. German and 
foreign Christians and philanthropists, must 
not be astenished if many voices have not 
been raised in Germany against such cruel- 
ties; for it is well known, that the reading 
of Lutheran writings, much more the pur- 
ehase of those which contain the present 
history is punished in Prussia by a fine of 
100 rix-dollars. In some provinces, a re- 
ward of 50 rix-dollars is given to any post- 
master who discovers such a pamphlet pass- 
ing through his hands. The restrictions, 
with respect to printing and the censorship 
of the press, are in accordance with these 
measures. As far back as the year 1827, it 
became known through the medium of 
ptinces themselves, that orders had been 
sent to all the German courts, partly in a 
polite, partly in a threatening manner, not 
to allow any thing to appear in their re- 
spective lands against the Prussian State 
church. = 

“Jt is true,” say some of the sufferers, in 
a letter dated Hamburgh, April 20, 1839, 
“ that formerly we always cherished a hope, 
that if our severe persecution were brought 
by deputation to the ears of the king, it 
would come home to his heart, and he 
would be induced to protect and assist us. 
But, at the end of August, 1837, when such 
a deputation (of which the author of this 
address was a member) arrived at Berlin, 
and on Monday the 28th of August, had 
presented a short petition for a personal au- 
dience, or, if this were not admissible, for 
permission to present our trials of faith and 
‘conscience, in a longer address in writing, 
no result followed for a whole week. 

“During this time, a representation of our 
sufferings, with an account of the persecu- 
‘tion, and a supplication for redress, were 
prepared to be presented to his Majesty ;, 
‘and the Counsellor of the Cabinet, Miiller, 
and the royal chaplain, Dr. Strauss, as Pre- 
siding Counsellor in the Consistory, were 
personally requested to lay our humble pe- 
‘tition before the king. Dr. Strauss was 
‘told. by one of the deputies, in taking fare- 
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well of him, while pressing his hand fer- 
vently, that it surely became him to act up- 
tightly as court preacher. 

“On Sunday, the third of September, Pas- 
tor Lasius preached a sermon, and adminis- 
tered the Lord’s Supper in the dwelling of 
the bailiff of the Lutheran congregation, 
The police traced us, and after the service 
was over, took the minister with the depu- 
ties to the police office, where we were indi- 
vidually examined in the roughest manner, 
and asked who had induced us to form such 
a deputation. In reply, it was alleged that 
the cruel persecutions, fines, imprison- 
ments, the seizure of our cattle, household 
furniture, and implements of husbandry, 
solely on account of our constant adherence 
to the Lutheran creed and mode of worship, 
which have been authorised by law for the 
last three hundred years, were sufficient in- 
ducements to the step we had taken. At 
the conclusion of this exaniination, a law 
was read to every one individually, forbid. 
ding any deputation to the king. We were 
commanded to desist from it, according to- 
this law, and told to return home imme- 
diately. Upon this, some members of the 
deputation stedfastly declared that they 
could not yield until they had executed 
their charge, according to the mandates of 
the Lutheran communities that had sent, 
them, and had obtained an answer from 
his Majesty ; our Lutheran church rites not 
only being founded on the Prussian state 
laws, but upon the treaties of peace, and 
other privileges obtained by the Diet of the 
empire. Then these individuals were car- 
tied off. to prison, and on the following day, 
again advised by the police magistrate to 
go-quietly home. But when this was found 
to be fruitless, the conveyance tickets were 
written out, and we were told that the king 
had given orders to this effect. When we 
wished to see the royal command, the Pre- 
sident of the police replied. that it was in 
higher hands, and assured us, upon his 
word of honour,.‘‘The ministry have re- 
solved that you shall leave Berlin as soon 
as possible ; ”’ and that when this resolution 
was laid before the king, he had erased, 
with his own hand, the phrase, ‘‘as soon as 


possible,” and substituted instead the word ~ 


“forthwith.” No redress was obtained. 
Many. details are given in Mr, Lowen- 
berg’s volume, of the sufferings of indivi- 
duals and of congregations; but we must 
not occupy more of our pages with this af- 
fecting history. It must suffice to say 
that some have with the utmost difficulty 
found means to emigrate to Australia, some - 
to Canada, and some to the United States ; 
but that some are still enduring persecution 
in their native land, several ministers being 
“still in prison, wandering about as fugi- 


tives, or banished to distant places.” 
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‘Mint Lane, Lincoln. 
_ three year's ago, Mr. Craps and some of the 
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NEW CHAPELS. 
SPRATTON, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. 


Mr. T. Warner, an active member of the | 
Baptist church at Ravensthorpe, having | 
more than once in the course of the past | 
summer had oecasion to pass through this 
populous village during the time of divine 
service, was so deeply affected by the sight 
of a large number of persons standing, in 
the streets, as that he felt it his duty to 
commence preaching to them in the open 
air A barn was soon afterwards obtained ; 
but the arrival of winter rendering this un- 
suitable, a cottager kindly granted the use 
of his dwelling-house. This being found by 
far too small, and a very eligible building, 
capable of seating about 250 persons, being 
offered: at a moderate rent, it has been 
neatly fitted. up for divine worship, at a 
cost of nearly £70; towards which the 
friends at Spratton subscribed £30 5s.; and 
on Tuesday, March 10, the chapel was 
opened ; on which occasion two sermons 
were preached by the Rev. J. Jenkinson, 
of Kettering, and a further sum of £21 14s. 
103d. collected. Being thus encouraged, 


the leading friends of this infant cause de- 
termined that the balance should be forth- 
with subscribed by themselves or their con- 
nexions: Thus the entire cost of fitting up 


- the chapelis defrayed. The sermon preached 


in the evening will shortly. be published. 


WADDINGTON, LINCOLNSHIRE. 


On Wednesday, April 8, a new Baptist 
chapel was opened in the village of Wad- 
dington, in the county of Lincoln. The 
Rev. B. Evans, of Scarborough, preached in 
the morning and evening, and the Rev. S. 
B. Bergne, of Lincoln, in the: afternoon. 
The Rev. S. Wright’and the Rev. J. Craps, 
took part in the devotional services. On 
the following sabbath the Rey. J. Craps. 
preached afternoon and evening. The con- 
gregations were large, the collections liberal, 
and the prospects of usefulness are very en- 
couraging. Waddington is an interesting 
village, nearly five miles south of the city 
of Lincoln, containing about 800 inhabitants, 
The chapel has originated, under the provie 
dence of God, with the Baptist church, 
Between two and 


members of his church Manone ae 
ing in the village; they met with many dif> 


ficulties and much discouragement, but by 


prayer and persevering effort they even- 
tually succeeded ‘in the purchase of a piece 
of ground, on which they have erected a. 
very neat chapel; 24 feet’ by 30, at the cost, 
including the purchase of the ground, of 


- about £180, The chapel will seat 160 
persons; 90 of the sittings are free. It is. 


intended to-hold public worship every sab- 
bath, afternoon. and evening, which will be 
conducted by several preaching members of 
the Mint Lane church. May the blessing 
of the Highest abundantly succeed their 
work of faith and labour of love ! 


ORDINATIONS. 
BRETTLE LANE, STAFFORDSHIRE. 


Public services at the recognition of the 
Rey. G. Cosens in the pastoral charge of the 
Baptist church and congregation, Brettle-lane, 
took place on Wednesday, March 4th, at six 
in the evening. The Rev. J. Nash, of 


Netherton, read and prayed; the Rev. W._ 


Stokes, of Westbromwich (in the unavoid- 
able absence of the Rev. W. Rogers, of 
Dudley), stated the principles and constitu- 
tien. of a Christian church; the Rev. T. 
Swan, of Birmingham, gave the charge to 
the minister; and the Rev. H. B. Davies, 
of Cradley, preached to the people. The 
Rev. J. Richards, of Stourbridge, closed 
the services with prayer. The prospects of 
the cause in this populous district are en- 
couraging :_ several have already been bap- 
tized and. added to the church, 


SHELFANGER, NORFOLK. 


The Rev. Joseph Caldwall Wyke, having 
resigned his charge at Hunmanby, has ac- 
cepted the call of the church of Christ 
meeting at Shelfanger, near Diss, in the 
county of Norfolk. 


WINDSOR. 


The Rey. — Leslie, ‘of the Oxford City 
Mission, has accepted~a unanimous invita- 
tion from the Baptist church meeting in 
Victoria Street Chapel, Windsor, to become 
their pastor. 


RECENT DEATHS. 
REV. J. WILLIAMS. 


There is too much reason to fear that an. 
account which has-appeared in some of: the 
London papers of the death of. this enter. 
prising missionary, is substantially correct. 
Though the intelligence has not been te- 
ceived by direct communication from sur- 
viving friends, but is. copied from the 
Australian, a Sydney journal, its corres. 


pondence with facts previously known cor-. 


roborates the internal evidence of its au- 


thenticity, which is itself strong. The par... 


ticulars given are as follows: 
“On the 19th of November we had com- 


munication,” says our informant, “ with the- 


natives of Tanna, one of the New Hebrides. 
Finding them favourable to receive instruc_ 
tion from our teachers, we proceeded to the 
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island of Arromanga. The whole of the 
island is, without one exception, a complete 
iron-bound coast, without the least appear- 
ance of culture. The natives are a barbarous 
race, quite different from those of other is- 
lands. 

** Wednesday morning, 20th of Novem- 
ber.—We sent the ship’s boat ashore, con. 
taining Mr. Williams (missionary), Mr. 
Cunningham (vice-consul for the South Sea 
Islands), Captain Morgan, and Mr. Harris. 
Mr. Harris joined the Camden at Otaheite, 
for the purpose of proceeding to this port to 
take his passage to England, with the view 
of arranging his affairs there previously to 
returning to the Marquesas as a missionary. 

“ On the boat approaching the beach, we 
could distinctly see the natives were averse 
to holding any communication with us, Mr. 
Williams attempted to make them presents 
of cloth, trinkets, &c., for the purpose of 
gaining their esteem, but without effect. He 
now proposed giving up the idea of having 
any intercourse with the island, and Mr. 
Harris asked permission to leave the boat 
for the purpose of making another attempt. 
He was followed at a short distance by 
Captain Morgan, Mr, Cunningham, and 
Mr. Williams. When Mr. Cunningham 
reached the summit of the beach, he per- 
eéived Mr. Harris running down towards 
the boat, followed by a large party of na- 
tives, armed with spears, clubs, bows and 
arrows, and he fell the first victim. As 
soon as one knocked him down, the re- 
maitider of the party speared him through. 

“ When Mr. Cunningham eame running 
to Mr. Williams, the latter turned and made 
for the boat, but- unfortunately stopped to 
look a moment for Mr. Harris. He then 
made for the boat, and reached the water, but 
in the hurry stumbled and fell ; when one 
of the natives immediately took advantage 
of the cireumstance, and struck him four 
blows on the head with a club, By this 
time Captain Morgan and Mr. Cunningham 


had gained the boat and pushed off. After | 
Mr. Williams had fallen, another party of | 


natives, numbering between fifteen and 
twenty, speared him through, although our 
informant thinks that he was dead when 
they arrived. The children threw stones 
and missiles at the corpse. Neither of the 


bodies could be procured, though every ef. 


fort was made for that purpose; but the 
natives made an attack on the parties re- 
maining in the boat, and part of one of their 
arrows is to be seen sticking fast in the boat 
ofthe Camden. Captain Morgan finding it 
useless to remain any longer, as no hopes 


were entertained of getting an interview | 
with the natives, or of procuring the bodies — 


of the sufferers, immediately bore for Sydney 
direct.” - 
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MRS. GOTCH. 

Died, March 31, aged 29, a few days 
after giving birth to an infant who survives 
her, the wife of the Rev. F. W. Getch, 
A.B., pastor of the Baptist church at Box- 
moor, Herts. 

JOHN CAMPBELL. 

This upright and persevering minister, 
who was pastor of the Independent church 
at Kingsland more than thirty-six years, 
and whose Travels in Africa and other writ- 
ings, have rendered him extensively known 
and deservedly respected, died at Shackle. 
well, on the 4th of April. 


REV. 


MISCELLANEA. 


PROJECTED BIBLICAL AND THEOLOGICAL 
MISCELLANY. 


It affords us great pleasure to direct the 
attention of those of our readers who de. 
light in the higher walks of biblical and 
theological literature, to the following cireu- 
lar which has recently been issued by “The 
Metropolitan Collegiate Association.” To 
others also, we venture to suggest, that too 
much encouragement cannot be afforded to 
young men who are preparing for the minis. 
try to render themselves thoroughly familiar 
with such studies as the proposed periodical 
is intended to facilitate. 

“The students of the five congregational 
colleges in this metropolis and its environs, 
four of which are Independent and one 
Baptist, have for some time past held quar- 
terly meetings for mutual improvement, at 
their respective institutions in rotation. 


_Among other topies discussed at those’ 


meetings, have been the desirableness and 
practicability of establishing a PER1op1caL 
PUBLICATION, principally-devoted to Bib- 
lical and Theological literature. This was 
taken up with universal interest; and a com. 
mittee was appointed to collect such infor. 
mation, as would put it in their power to 
decide the question. A correspondence, 
therefore, was entered into with all the In. 
dependent and Baptist Colleges in England, 
Wales, and Scotland, as well as with many 


gentlemen and ministers, who were likely 


to feel interested in the design. The re- 
plies were most encouraging ; their brethren 


va 
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of the country colleges all approving of the —_ 


project, and assuring them not only of 
their own support, but generally of the 


countenance of their tutors and many of 


their private friends. 


‘They then resolved upon endeavouring 
to induce some person qualified for super- 
intending such a work, to undertake the 
task of editor. Their thoughts were unani- 
mously directed to the Rev. Francis Watts, 


| Professor of Theology at Spring Hill Col- 
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lege, Birmingham ; and, this selection being 
heartily approved of by their most respected 
and influential friends, they accordingly ap- 
plied tohim. ‘This application was most 
cordially entertained. Having, as he in- 


formed them in his kind reply, been oceu- | 


pied tor some time previous to his settle- 
ment at Birmingham, in thinking of the very 
question which had interested them so 
much, he signified his willingness to yield 
to their request, provided there were reason 
to believe the publication would meet with 
adequate support. The object of the pre- 
sent circular is to ascertain, if possible, 
what number of supporters can be guaran- 
teed. 

‘« The students would carefully avoid in- 
truding on the province of the Editor, who 
will of course, provided the result of this 
endeavour be encouraging, draw up his own 
prospectus: but their correspondents and 
friends will expect, at least, a general idea 
of the work which is proposed. They 
therefore thankfully avail themselves of his 
permission, to extract from his communica. 
tions such particulars as may be requisite 
for that purpose. It was their desire from 
the first that it should not be limited to re- 
views, but include original papers in all de- 
partments of theology, with occasional 
translations from the most valuable disser- 
tations or essays published on the continent, 
and sometimes, reprints of transatlantic 
pieces. Coinciding in this general plan, the 
gentleman.to whom they have referred, ob- 
serves, ‘‘ he should consent with some re- 
luctance to the admission of mere transla. 
tions from the German and Latin works of 
continental divines, unless sparingly intro- 
duced ; although to copious critical analyses, 
interspersed with original reflections, he 
would have no objection, considering such 
papers, when well executed, to be of the 
highest value.” He also states, with regard 
to the work-generally, that ‘* he would like 
it to embrace, as nearly as might be, an 
equal amount of matter in the several de- 
partments of exegetical, doctrinal, historical, 
and pastoral theology ; though not exempli- 
fying this principle of selection so rigidly as 
to occasion the loss or delay of valuable 
papers in any department; and giving the 
preference, where a preference must be 
given, ordinarily to articles of an exegetical 
character.” With respect to reviews of 
books, he considers ‘‘ that such only should 


| 
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be admitted as the real student will value;~ 


—that is, not such as have for their object 
merely to give the general reader an idea 
whether the book be worth his purchase, 
-but such as develope and discuss the spirit, 
scope, order, and principal contents of 


works likely to attract the interest or pro- | 
mote the improvement of the inquiring stu-_ 


dent.” 
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‘‘ But little more in ‘the way: of explana- 
tion seems necessary, for the object of the 
present circular, than to say, that besides a 
large number of the tutors of our different 
colleges, not a few of the most distinguished 
ministers in both denominations, have pro- 
mised occasional contributions. It will, 
however, devolve upon the editor, first to 
complete the list, and afterwards to announce 
it, as he. may think proper. 

‘* It is proposed to issue the periodical in 
quarterly numbers of twelve or eighteen 
8vo. sheets, to sell at four or six shillings 
each. A number, consisting of eighteen 
8vo. sheets, would afford scope for greater 


| variety and a. larger quantity of valuable 
| matter, and would not be deviating from” 


the size that has become all but identified 
with quarterly publications. 

“In conclusion, it may be observed that, 
although the idea of the present publication 
has originated with theological students, 
and its execution will therefore be materially 
affected by what is important to them, many 
of the papers, especially those of an ar- 
cheological, bistorical, and biographical 
character, will be deeply interesting to the 
well educated and inquiring Christian ge- 
nerally. The metropolitan students there- 
fore feel that they can confidently appeal 
to them, as well as to their brethren of the 
provincial colleges, and to ministers gener- 
ally, on behalf of the proposed periodical.” 

Mr. R. Morris, of Stepney College, and 
Mr. J. W. Davids, of Homerton College, 
will gladly receive the names of subscribers, 


SURREY MISSION. 

The forty-third anniversary of this society 
was held on the 26th of March, at the Rev. 
Dr. Collyer’s chapel, Peckham. The Rey. 
J. Edwards, of Clapham, commenced the 
morning service with reading and prayer, 
The Rey. James Sherman, of Surrey Chapel, 
preached from Amos viii. 11, 12; and the 
Rey, J. Edwards, of Kingston, closed with 
prayer, ; 

The annual meeting was held in the 
evening, when the Rev. T. Jackson presi- 
ded. The Rev. J. Johnson, of Farnham, 
prayed. The report was read by the Rey. 
J. Hunt, and the meeting was addressed by 
the Rev. Messrs. Browne, W. J ackson, G. 
Clayton, Dubourg, Burnet, and Mirams. 

The Society occupies four stations, with 
a stated minister in each. These stations 
comprise twenty-one villages, containing a 
population of about 10,000 souls. Of this 
number, about 1350 attend the preaching 
of the gospel by the Society's missionaries. 
Of these 130 are in church fellowship. 
Connected with these stations are seven 
Sabbath schools, containing 254 children, 
under the superintendence of twenty-four 
teachers. Besides these principal stations, 


INTELLIGENCE. 


assistance is afforded in several instances to 
ministers in preaching the gospel in the vil- 
lages of their respective localities. Whilst 
the Committee desire gratefully to acknow- 
ledge the kind assistance received during 
the year, they regret to state that a balance 
is still due to the Treasurer of £45 18s. 2d. 
towards the liquidation of which, as well as 
to promote the further extension of the 
cause of the Redeemer in the county, they 
earnestly solicit subscriptions and contribu- 
tions which will be thankfully received by 
Mr. James Hickson, Treasurer, and the 
Rey. J. E. Richards, Wandsworth; the 
Rey. J. M. Soule, Battersea, and the Rey. 
R. Connebee, Dorking, Secretaries. 


HERTS. UNION. 


The thirtieth annual meeting of the Herts’ 
Union, a Society whose object is to spread 
the gospel throughout the villages of Hert- 
fordshire, was held at Hemel Hempstead, 
on Wednesday, the 15th of April. The 
Rey..W. Groser preached in the morning, 
and the.Rev. J. Young, A.M., of Albion 
Chapel, in the evening. The business of 
the Society was transacted at a very ani- 
mated meeting in the aflernoon, when Sir 
Culling Eardley Smith presided, who con- 
tributed very much by his addresses to the 
pleasure which pervaded a large assembly. 
The Union is in a harmonious and effective 
state of activity. 


NEWPORT PAGNELL EVANGELICAL INSTI- 
TUTION, FOR THE EDUCATION OF YOUNG 
MEN FOR THE CH age TIAN MINISTRY. 


We regret that we have not been able to 
spare room, either last month or this, for an 
appeal on behalf of this useful institution, 
whose pecuniary difficulties are pressing. 
The Rey. T. P. Bull has long presided over 
it, in a manner which has secured to him 
the attachment of those who have had the 
advantage of his guidance in their studies, 
and the esteem of the religious public of 
various denominations. It appears, that, 
“At the present time fifty who studied at 


. Newport are preaching the gospel in various 
‘spheres of usefulness. There are now in 


the house eight students, beside two who 
reside in the town to attend the lectures of 
the tutors. There are also several interest- 
ing applicants waiting for admission. In 


consequence of the death of many of the 
earlier friends of this institution, its re- 


sources have much diminished, and the 
Treasurer is considerably in advance, sv 
that without further aid, useful as it has 
been, it must become extinct, or its efficiency 
be spreatly diminished. The expense an- 
nually incurred is not more than £550. 
With this small sum eight students are.in a 


-course of preparation for ministerial labour. 


‘planatory note. 


A 
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There is now a deficiency of £200 per an- 
num, resulting from the causes already spe- 
cified, to raise which sum the present appeal 
is presented to the religious public. 

“Tf, on account of the failure of this ap- 
peal, the Committee should be under the 
necessity of discontinuing this Institution, 
valuable premises, which have been ren- 
dered commodious for its use, endowed with 
a library by the late Rev. Samuel Great- 
head, would become comparatively useless ; 
the neighbourhood would be deprived of the 
benefits they derive from the labours of the 
students; and one of those sources which 
supply pastors to the church, and mission- 
aries to the heathen, would be relinquished, 
at a period when the enemies of the truth 
are employing their utmost efforts, and the 
call for ministers and missionaries is be- 
coming more urgent,” 

The appeal of the Committee is strongly 
enforced by the recommendation of many 
of the most eminent Independent and Bap- 
tist ministers.in-the metropolis. 


PRESENTS TO MINISTERS, 


In the congregation at Shacklewell, under 
the care of the Rev. John Cox, are many 
young persons. He felt it to be his duty 
about twelve months ago to form a Female 
Bible Class; and about forty young people 
are thus receiving instruction. In the early 
part of last month he was surprised and gra- 
tified to find that these young persons had 
secretly subscribed for and purchased a 
very handsome and expensive library chair, 
as an expression of their gratitude for the 
instruction they had received. The chair 
was sent to his house with a very pretty ex. 
Our correspondent. justly 
observes, that itis not the value of such a 
present, but the spirit and feeling it indi- 
cates, that renders the incident worthy of 
publication ; this mode of instruction being 
too little practised, under the apprehension 
that such efforts are not appreciated by 
young persons. 2 

A public meeting was held in the new 
and commodious place of worship in con- 
nexion with the particular Baptist interest 
at Southwell, Notts., on Friday evening, 
17th inst., after a tea-meeting of the friends 
in the school-rooms adjoining, Mr. John 
Cooke, of Nottingham, in the chair, when 
the ladies of the church and congregation 
presented to their esteemed pastor, the Rev. 
John Phillips, through one of the deacons 
of the church, the works of the Rev. Richard 
Baxter in 4 vols., and of John Howe, M.A., 
in one large vol, handsomely bound in 


purple and gold, with the following inserip- 


tion neatly printed in each vol.— ; 
“Presented to the Rey. John Phillips, 


. 


\ 


ae 


ey 


they are subject, than that of converting 
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pastor of the Baptist church, Southwell, | 
Notts., by the Ladies of his Church and 
Congregation, as a Memento of their Chris- 
tian affection and esteem for him as their | 
minister, and a token of their admiration of | 
his unwearied exertions for the spread of | 
evangelical religion. ‘The love of Christ | 
constraineth us.’ ” | 
ist 
SLAVE TRADE, | 
Mr. Buxton’s proposed remedy for the | 
evils of the Slave Trade, which tis still car- | 
ried on to an appalling extent, has led to a 
communication to the Lords ofthe Treasury, | 
in which Lord J. Russell says :— 
“It is proposed to establish new com. | 
mercial relations with those African chiefs 
or powers within whose dominions the in- 
ternal slave-trade of Africa is carried on, 
and the external slave-trade supplied with | 
its victims. ‘To this end the Queen has di- 
rected her ministers to negotiate conven- 
tions or agreements with those chiefs and | 
powers, the basis of which conventions 
would be, first, the abandonment and abso- 
lute prohibition of the slave-trade; and se- | 
condly, the admission for consumption in 
this country, on favourable terms, of goods 
the produce or manufacture of the territories 
subject.to them. Of those chiefs, the most 
considerable rule over the countries adjacent 
to the Niger and its great tributary streams. 
It is therefore proposed to despatch an ex- 
pedition, which would ascend that river by 
steam-boats, as far as the points at which it 
receives the confluence of some of the 
principal rivers falling into it from the east- 
ward. At these, or at any other stations 
which may be found more favourable for 
the promotion of a legitimate commerce, it 
is proposed to establish British factories, in 
the hope that the natives may be taught, 
that there are methods of employing the 
population more profitable to those to whom 


them into slaves, and selling them for ex- 
portation to the slave-traders.”—Christian 
Spectator. 


REGIUM DONUM. 

At the annual meeting of the three de. 
nominations of Protestant Dissenting minis- 
ters, in and about the cities of London and 
Westminster, it-was resolved, “That this 
body regret that any sum of the public money. 
should be granted to, or received by, any of 
our Dissenting brethren, either in the form 
of a Regium Donum, or in any other form; 
and this body hereby disclaim ‘any partici- 
pation in such grants, as inconsistent with 


their avowed principles, and caléulated to 


mar their efforts in the maintenance of their 


scriptural views of the kingdom of Christ.” 


their previous numbers. 
‘the population during the same period is 
about 3 per cent. 3 


INTELLIGENCE. 


EDITORIAL POSTSCRIPT. 


A sentence in the account of the late 
Rev. D. Saunders, of Merthyr Tydvil, 
which appeared in our last, has it seems 
given pain to some of our brethren in 
Wales, who have supposed that it intimated 
the opinion of the writer, that the majority 
of popular Welsh preachers were addicted 
toa canting manner of address. We did 
not understand our correspondent, who is 
himself, we believe, a Welchman, as ex- 
pressing this opinion as his own, but as re- 
ferring to it as the allegation of others. He 
has, however, elicited a spirited vindication 
of Welsh preaching, which is too long for 
insertion, but which adduces triumphantly 
a catalogue of eminent deceased ministers 
in the principality, of whom we are told 
that ‘‘they were strong men, possessing 
very fine natural abilities, and most power- 
ful voices, able to address fifteen or twenty 
thousand people in an open field. And many 


| times,” it is added, “‘has the writer seen half 


that number or more, bathed in tears, while 
those men of God, in the most natural 
manner, and in the most eloquent strains, 
poured forth the glad tidings of salvation to 
their perishing fellow sinners.’ We cor- 
dially unite with him in his wish ‘to see 
sovereign grace supplying Wales and every 
other part of the world with their equals.” 


A chapel at Islington Green, formerly oc- 
cupied by Mr. Coles, a clergyman who had 
seceded from the Established Church, but 
recently purchased with a view to the for- 
mation of a Baptist interest, was re-opened 
for divine service on Friday, April 24th. 
Sermons were preached on the occasion by 
Dr. Cox and Mr. Hinton; and _ prayers 
were offered by brethren Steane, J. J. Da- 
vies, Brock, and Salter. It is a neat and 
commodious place, intended to accommo- 
date about 350 persons; and it was tho- 
roughly filled with attentive auditors. The 
number of ministers present, of our own 
denomination, was unusually large, and 


| many of them promised to assist the infant 


cause by occasionally occupying the pulpit. 


We are informed that the last few months 
have been distinguished beyond all prece- 
dent, for revivals of religion in the cities 
and large towns of the United States. Two 
hundred have been baptized and added to 
the Baptist church in Mulberry Street, 
New York, of which Mr. Maclay is pastor, 


since he left it to visit this.country. The 


increase in the Baptist churches generally 
in'the United States during the past year, is 
stated to be 50,000, about 10 per cent. on 
The increase of _ 
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LUCKYANTIPORE. 


THE accompanying picture is a correct repre- 
sentation of the chapel at Luckyantipore, one of 
the Society’s stations in India, South of Cal- 
cutta. This place of worship was erected about 
five years ago, and will hold 400: persons. The 
roof, which is thatched, is supported on brick 
pillars; and the intermediate spaces are filled 
up with neat mats, made of bamboo. A lat- 
ticed window runs round three sides of the 
building. The interior is fitted up with a pul- 
pit and benches, which has not hitherto been 
usual in native places of worship in this dis- 
trict. A plantation of fir-trees surrounds the 
chapel, which not only serves a3 an ornament, 
but also protects it from the excessive heat of 
the sun and the violence of the wind, to which, 
in its open situation, it would otherwise be 
greatly exposed. It stands, like all other build- 
ings in this part of the country, on ground arti- 
ficially raised, because of the inundated state of 
the land during the rainy season, when the water 
is, in most places, three feet deep. This will 
explain the appearance of the saltee, or canoe, 
which is seen on the right side of the picture, 
approaching the bank, filled with persons com- 
ing to worship. ‘The cottage, on the left hand 
of the picture, was the former chapel, and the 
first that was built in this part of the country. 
It was also used as a lodging-place for the Eu- 
ropean missionary, when he visited the station ; 
and now serves as a residence for Mr. De Monte, 
who is there generally about twenty days in 
every month. 

The country about Luckyantipore is exceed- 
ingly populous: not less than eight or ten large 
villages are to be scen from the chapel, and all 
within the distance of three miles. The people 
are generally engaged in the cultivation of the 
ground, and in catching fish, abundance of which 
are to be found in the rice-fields during the 
rainy season. Few Brahmins live in this dis- 
trict,—a circumstance very favourable to the 
spread of the Gospel, as their worldly interests 
lead them to oppose it as much as possible. 

Most of the villages hereabouts have been 
visited by the agents of the Society, and num- 


bers of Scriptures and tracts put into circula- 
tion; hence a considerable knowledge of the 
Christian religion prevails among the heathen, 
and many are well disposed towards it. 

It is now about twelve years since the power 
of the Gospel was first manifested in this part 
of the country. Two individuals, named Ram 
Mohun and Jeeban, were the first here to cast 
away their idols, and profess their attachment to 
the Saviour. The latter is still living, a vene- 
rable man in aspect and in years, and more so 
in the Christian character which he exhibits, 
and has maintained since his conversion. 

During the first year, six or eight other indi- 
viduals, heads of families, followed the example 
of the two persons mentioned above, and pro- 
fessed themselves publicly the disciples of Jesus. 
Since that period the number of professing 
Christians has increased yearly ; and, of late, 
the additions have been so numerous as to give 
quite a distinctive character to several of the 
villages. 

At present the church at this station con- 
tains forty-eight members, and the number of 
persons who have renounced idolatry is between 
three and four hundred, and the general aspect 
of things around is still highly interesting. 

From this station, and the neighbouring one 
of Kharee, the children of our Native Christian 
Boarding-schools in Calcutta have been chiefly 
obtained; and as it is probable that the ma- 
jority of these young persons will, after receiv- 
ing their education, return to reside in their 
native villages, we cannot but augur the most 
pleasing results. 

At present, during the absence of Mr. George 
Pearce, this station is under the care of Mr. 
Wenger, who went out last year to India, and 
who has already made considerable progress in 
the Bengalee language. He is assisted by Mr. 
De Monte, and four or five native brethren, 
who are constantly employed in going from vil- 
lage to village, for the purposes of imparting in- 
struction, and maintaining discipline among the 

people. 


LETTER FROM MR. WENGER, CONTAINING AN ACCOUNT OF A RECENT 
VISIT TO LUCKYANTIPORE-AND THE NEIGHBOURING VILLAGES. 


Caleutta, Jan. 10, 1840. 


_ Dear Sir,— Although I scarcely know how to 
find time for writing a letter such as you are 
entitled to expect, yet, on the other hand, I can- 

not refrain from making an attempt; since it 


was this day last year that I first met the Com- zs 


mittee, and was by them finally accepted as one 
of its missionaries to the East, Frequently do 


I feel called upon to look back upon all the way 


in which the Lord has led me, and to admire 


his unspeakable goodness manifested towards — 
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me. Oh that I might respond to his faithful- 
ness, by being found a servant not entirely use- 
less ! 

It would be exceedingly out of place again 
to refer to our voyage, and to what took place 
immediately after our arrival, since you must 
undoubtedly have received ample communica- 
tions on these topics; but I may, perhaps, be 
allowed to say a few words on the general na- 
ture of missionary work here, as it has come 
under my observation in the course of the three 
months that I have already spent in this coun- 
try. The openings are exceedingly numerous 
and encouraging. I have sometimes gone about 
some retired parts of the city, with a few tracts 
in my hand; and never yet have I returned 
home without both distributing tracts, and find- 
ing a few persons ready to enter into religious 
conversation with me, notwithstanding the dif- 
ficulty I still feel in expressing myself in Ben- 
galee. 

I few days ago 1 went, with brother Aratoon, 
amongst the people in the streets and lanes ; and, 
whilst he was addressing them with much spirit 
and affection, I was greatly delighted to see with 
what an intense interest they listened, some- 
times starting objections, sometimes giving their 
full assent to what he said concerning the ab- 
surdity of idolatry, the depravity of man, and 
the need ofa Saviour. 

In October, and again in December, I went 
down to Luckyantipore and Khari, and, during 
both these excursions, attended various markets, 
in which the Gospel was preached to the multi- 
tude by our native assistants. The eagerness to 

~ obtain books and tracts was very great; and the 
attention evinced during the addresses proved 
that they understood what was said, and pon- 
dered it, 


Objections answered, 


When I was at Khari last time, I went to 
the market at Maibibi ; and there, being enabled 
to speak a few sentences myself, I at once en- 
tered into conversation with a man, apparently 
sincere and intelligent. He said, (which is a 
very usual objection,) “* What you preach is all 
very good, but your people are no better than 
we.” I took occasion, from this, to explain to 
him, that he who believes in his heart that 
Christ has saved him from eternal damnation, 
and made him an heir of heaven, cannot 
fail to love Christ, and to be willing to ful- 
fil his commandments. “But,” continued I, 

“not all who are called Christians are true 
Christians: we, however, make it our rule to 
admit none even among the number of nominal 
Christians, unless they first pledge themselves to 
live as honest and moral members of society.” 
To this he could say nothing further; but lis- 

» tened attentively when I told him, that before 

we received persons into our churches by bap- 
tism, we invariably required to have evidence 

given by them of a change of heart, and of a 

sincere and ardent love to Christ. 


wh, 
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It may not be amiss to mention, that, in con- 
sequence of caste, that bane of Indian society, 
even merely nominal Christians form, necessa- 
rily, a distinct body of people, whose faults are 
all laid to the charge of Christianity ; and that, 
consequently, when people express a willingness 
to give up caste, and to swell the number of 
Christians, from impure or interested motives, a 
due regard to the glory of Christ requires us to 
refuse their acceptance. 

He then brought forward the doctrine of 
pantheism, that every thing was an emanation, 
and every human soul a part of the Deity. Here 
the native preacher stepped in, and convinced 
him of his error, whilst he at the same time al- 
lowed that man was created after God’s image. 
At last the poor heathen put a question to me 
which affected me very much, because I could 
see what had given rise to it: he said, “* But do 
you approve of those who maintain that there is 
no God at all?” JT showed him my watch, and 
asked him whether he could believe that it 
had not been made by somebody ? Then turn- 
ing round, (we were all standing under a large 
tree,) I said to the people, “ In like manner, 
when you see the heavens and the earth, the 
trees and the fruitful fields, can you conceive of 
any thing more absurd than the belief that all 
this is the effect of mere accident ?” A number 
of perhaps seventy hearers listened to the con- 
versation. I mention these incidents, that you 
may realize the scenes in which we are labour- 
ing here. 


Missionary Scenes. 


Returning from Khari to Luckyantipore, I 
was obliged to walk, for about eight miles, over 
the rice-fields, from which the corn had been 
partially removed, whilst, in many places, you 
could see the reapers still busily employed. The 
rough soil (for we walked right across the fields, 
without any paths,) soon made us tired; the 
more so, as the heat, even on Christmas-day, 
was more intense than I ever felt in England. 
Arriving in a small village, we accordingly sat 
down to rest a little. A number of people im- 
mediately gathered round; upon which I re- 
quested Caleb, one of the students of the Insti- 
tution, to read the parable of the tares among 
the wheat, and to explain it to the bystanders. 
It is impossible, in England, so fully to perceive 
the adaptation of the parables to real life, as it 
can be done in these Hastern climates. 


— 


The next day I went, with Mr. De Monte, es 


a market-place at a distance of four or five miles 
from Luckyantipore, where the audience, about 
120 in number, were standing on the path, 
whilst we kept in the boat, addressing them ; 
and afterwards handing tracts to those who 
wished for them, and were able to read. Whilst 
T was ascertaining this last point, it was very 


difficult to maintain order among the people, 


for all were anxious to get books, One old 

man said, he should like to have five different 

tracts, in order to compare them with each 
22 


es 
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other. A little before, whilst one of the preach- 


ers was yet speaking, a woman, from among the | 
crowd, started some rather sensible objections ; 


and, for about ten minutes, kept up the discus- 
sion with much wit and spirit. 


Conversations on Scripture. 


But I find, that whilst intending to give you 
specimens of missionary scenes, I fall into longer 
descriptions than I ought to make. I cannot, 
however, forbear to say, that the same evening, 
Dec. 26th, all the native preachers at Luckyan- 
tipore, together with some other young men, 
assembled in the Mission bungalow there, and 
that we discussed several questions, suggested 
to their minds by reading in course the first 
fourteen chapters of Matthew, It had been the 
first attempt, on their part, to read the Scrip- 
tures in this continuous manner; but their 
questions were very appropriate. The sin 
against the Holy Ghost proved the most diffi- 
cult as well as the most solemn subject of dis- 
cussion. The old door-keeper of the chapel, 
whose life and conversation is the best comment 
that I can ever expect to see on Psa, Ixxxiv, 10, 
had accompanied me to Khari, and obtained 
carte blanche, both there and on the way, to ask 
me any questions on Scripture passages, that 
might occur to him; and a goodly number he 
did bring forward. Among the first was this, 
“« Why did God reject Cain’s offering?” In re- 
ply, I asked him what he thought might have 
been the reason. He answered, “ I suppose all 
offerings ought to have been types of the sacri- 
fice of Christ, and, therefore, not to have con- 
sisted of fruit and productsof the ground. Now, 
in Cain’s offering there was no blood, and there- 
fore, I think, it must have displeased God.” 
This specimen may suffice to show you the na- 
ture of his questions, 

' One evening, as we were at Khari, lodging in 
the chapel, he took his oil lamp, and, sitting on 
the ground, began to read his New Testament, 
as he is accustomed to do every day. I was 
engaged in conversation with Caleb, After a 
good while, old Chintamuni (that is his name) 
rose up, saying, he had just done reading the 
sixth chapter of John, and he wished to ask me 
a question. I replied, ‘‘ Say on.” “ Do you 
know what is the work of God? or rather, in 
the words of our Bengalee version, what is the 
work approved of by God?” I replied, “ To 
believe in Jesus Christ.” “ Ah!” said he, “ you 
have found out my riddle; I thought to have 
caught you for once.” This gave rise to an in- 
teresting conversation on what are called good 
works, We remarked, how few there were 
_ who, whilst speaking of good works, were aware 
of the fact that faith in Christ is, emphatically, 
the good work. These are missionary scenes in 
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the country, and interesting and cheering they 
are. 


Missionary Labours in Calcutta. 


But in town the work is no less diversified. 
On Lord’s day evening you might see me, ac- 
companied by brother Gunga Narayan Sil, go 
into the poor hut of a young Roman Catholic, 
who has lately learnt to value the Bible. There, 
whilst the cold wind is whistling through the 
mats which form the walls, six or eight poor 
Roman Catholics assemble to bear, what, till 
lately, they had never heard, that pardon and 
salvation are to be obtained, without price or 
money, from Christ ; who, by one offering, hath 
perfected for ever them that are sanctified. 

A few days ago I had a long discussion with 
a Roman Catholic and doctor of divinity, in the 
presence of several Portuguese and natives. I 
expected to have met him again ; but, from some 
reason or other, he did not keep his appoint- 
ment. 

At home I am engaged in learning the Ben- 
galee and Sanscrit languages; continuing to pre- 
pare the list of names, &c., mentioned in my 
letter, dated Dec. 1st, which you will, I trust, 
receive through Mrs. G. P. 

I hope Mr. Pearce will be informed of our 
having had a letter from Mrs. Pearce, dated 
Dec. 13th. She was then at Jat. N. 6°, still in 
the bay of Bengal. She said she was as well as 
one could be on board a ship. 

I abstain from telling you the news, which 
you can more easily read in the Report than in 
a written letter. 

You will take an interest in hearing, that 
when an oratorio was to be performed, about 
Christmas, consisting of select pieces of Handel's 
Messiah, a protest was published by the mis- 
sionaries; and signed, also, by some other gen- 
tlemen of Calcutta. It excited much contra- 
diction ; but has been productive of good in 
several instances that have come to our know- 
ledge. 


Native Christian Institution. 


If my feeble testimony to the usefulness of 
‘the Native Christian Institution can be of any 
weight, I would here give that testimony to it. 
I have become acquainted with some of the 
young people. Caleb, who accompanied me to 
Khari, was one of them; and, with regard to 
him I would say, what I probably should, under 
similar circumstances, haye to say of others too, 
that I witnessed in him a depth of piety fully 
equal to, or rather surpassing, all my previous 
expectations, and that I feel a high esteem and 
warm affection for him. 

You will excuse my abrupt conclusion. 
Your affectionate = 

ay J. W. 


FOR MAY, 1840. 
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From the Rev. J. D. Exits. 
Calcutta, Dee.16, 1839. 


Having only a few minutes to write to you be- 
fore the departure of the mail, I must, of necessity, 
be more brief and general than I desire. I re- 
gret that the letters of intelligence have reached 
you so irregularly; but this has arisen, in 
great measure, from the detention of the mails 
at Bombay, in which others have suffered even 
more than ourselves; and, until we have a 
course of steam-packets from Calcutta to the 
Red Sea, you will not be able to rely on the 
regularity of the despatch during the south-west 
monsoon. 

We are just now getting ready our Report 
for the Annual Meeting of our Auxiliary Mis- 
sionary Society, which will explain why you 
have, by this, no information from Calcutta. 
Our meeting will be held before the January 
packet leaves, and by which we confidently hope 
to send all correct accounts for 1839, and the 
Report above referred to. 


Missionary Arrangements. 


In a general way, I may mention that Mr, 
Tucker has taken the church in Circular-road, 
which enables Mr. Yates to give the whole of 
his most valuable time to the paramountly im- 
portant work of translations. Mr. Bayne con- 
tinues at Bow bazaar, Mr. Thomas resigns the 
printing-office into the hands of Mr. Pearce. 
Mr. Morgan is located at Howrah. Mr. Par- 
sons and Mr. Phillips have arrived safely at 
Monghyr. Mr. Leslie is better, and remains 
with Mr. Parsons at the latter place ; while Mr. 
Laurence and Mr, Phillips intend, I believe, 
without delay, to move towards Agra, 

Regarding ourselves, we are truly thankful to 
say that, as a family, we are well ; that our pre- 
sent situation suits admirably for the Native 
Christian Institution, which prospers much. 
One thing we seem about to suffer from—the 
want of funds. Could you remember our 
wants? I believe that many more friends would 
help the Institution, could they see its abundant 
promise, which has never been greater than at 
the present. 


Additions to the Church. 

Our little church has received seven additions 
during the year, and three others have been 
some time proposed for baptism. 

A distinct report of the present condition and 


prospects of the Institution will soon be pub-- 


lished. We propose relying on God to supply, 
through his people, the aduitional necessary sup- 
port, to enlarge the number of inmates from 
fifty to eighty. 


The chapel and school-house, supplied by the 
very munificent friend at Birmingham, are 
nearly ready. 


New School for Hindoo Young Men. 


I hope to commence a school for Hindoo 
young men, similar to my much-loved one at 
Chitpore, about the end of January next. The 
Ladies’ Missionary Society, in connexion with 
Circular-road, who so long supported the school 
at Chitpore, have pledged themselves to the 
support of the present one, 


From Mr. J. Parry. 
Jessore, Oct. 29, 1839. 


At the commencement of this month I pro- 
ceeded on a missionary excursion to the north 
and north-east; and I trust our humble exer- 
tions, for ten days, in these quarters of this dis- 
trict, will not altogether be in vain. A native 
brother accompanied me, and both of us had 
enough to do, in preaching and distributing 
tracts, We visited four large markets, and 
about eight villages. We had been then 100 
miles, I should suppose. 

With the exception of a small number of 
persons, who had opportunities of hearing the 
Gospel at the Saddar station, the rest of the 
poor, blind, and perishing Hindoos and Moham- 
medans had never been favoured with the Gos- 
pel message before. These poor people mani- 
fested the most eager desire to hear us, and to 
receive tracts. 

In one market, called Netara, I had, for 
nearly two hours, upwards of 200 auditors, con- 
sisting of Brahmins, Baishnabs, Shudras, and 
Mohammedans. They seemed to listen, with 
some degree of seriousness, to my instructions ; 
and I do not remember a single dissenting voice 
on the occasion, although I did not spare to tell 
them that their different false systems of reli- 
gion could not at all avail to their salvation. 


Eagerness to obtain Tracts. 


When I commenced distributing tracts, I 
found it the most difficult thing to make a ju- 
dicious distribution, as I found their uncommon 
eagerness to get tracts was so unbounded that 
they were ready to fall on me, and trample on 
each other; however, by assuming a bold and 
threatening attitude, I managed to calm their 
spirits so far as to be able to give away tracts 
with some discrimination, to those who could — 
read. Had we complied with the request of 
every individual, boys, young and old men, a 
thousand tracts would not suffice for each mar- 


ne 
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ket. Such as were very importunate, amongst 
our illiterate auditors, we supplied with tracts, 
as we found it impossible to withhold tracts 
from such determined solicitors. Poor people ! 
though they cannot read themselves, may it 
please God, in great mercy, to make them ac- 
quainted with the contents of our tracts, through 
the instrumentality of others. 


Aged Inquirer. 


Tn one village we met with an old man, who 
told me that he was convinced that idolatry, 
Gurus, and Shraddbas were all false. 1 hope I 
may meet him again, as I am inclined to be- 
lieve he is in a fair way of giving up falsehoods 
for Divine truths, Another man told me that 
he would embrace Christianity, but that he 
could not make up his mind to relinquish his 
relations and friends, 

Although that spirit of violent opposition, 
which used to be manifested many years ago 
towards the preaching of the Gospel, does not 
now exist, yet we must expect pain, and en- 


THE MISSIONARY HERALD 


counter some of Satan’s champions. At the 
market of Nator, a proud Brahmin abruptly 
came up to my boat, and said, that if I did not 
leave the market he would have my boat hauled 
up on shore, and broken in pieces: and the 
keeper of the above market took brother Junkur 
by the hand, and told him he should not preach 
there. Finding their threats would not intimi- 
date us, they left us unmolested ; but, blessed 
be God for his kind care over us! 


Considering how few are able to read in those 
parts of the country we visited, the distribution 
we made is not small: I presume it is about 
700 tracts, besides 68 Gospels, 2 New Testa- 
ments in Bengalee, 1 in Hindoostanee, and a 
copy of the Psalms in Sanscrit. We are anxi- 
ously praying and waiting to see the good seed, ° 
which all have lately sown, spring up to the 
praise and glory of our divine Redeemer. 


Please God, I intend to proceed to-morrow 
on a visit to my out-stations, and expect to be 
away from home for three weeks. 


MONGHYR., 


In conformity with the original intention of the Committee, Mr. Parsons has 
gone up to Monghyr, to unite with Mr. Leslie. The following letter, addressed 
to the Rev. John Dyer, written soon after his arrival, gives an interesting account 


of his passage up the Ganges :— 


Monghyr, Jan. 2, 1840. 


Very dear Uncle,—Many thanks for your 
kind letter, dated 19th June; especially for the 
good advice, calculated to stimulate and awaken, 
which it contained. Did you know how much 
itis needed, you would frequently supply it. I 
do not, I think, libel the land, when I call it, 
with regard to Kuropean importations, a coun- 
try of physical and moral degeneracy. The 
common produce of the kitchen-garden, unless 
fresh seed be sent from England, degenerates 
year after year, till it becomes useless, Com- 
mon domestic animals become very worthless in 
a few generations. And sad that these should 
be but too truly emblematic of the more rapid 
decay of zeal and piety, which only extraordinary 
watchfulness and special grace will prevent. 
Oh, if the good Christians at home knew how 
much more formidable these inward obstacles to 
success are than any of the outward ones which 
beset the missionary, their first and most fervent 


prayers would be, that “ God would bless us;” | nouncing my intention to proceed hither. We 


assured that in securing this, they had also se- 
cured that “ his way should be known on earth, 
_ his saving health among all nations,” 


Difficulty of Retirement! and Privacy, 
» One great hindrance, in India, to that inti- 


‘mate communion with God indispensable to 


| 


| 
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growth, or even preservation, in grace, is the 
want of retirement,—of a spot in which you 
shall feel no apprehensions that your secrecy 
will be disturbed. This, I know, to one not 
acquainted with Indian life, will appear a strange 
complaint; but it should be known that Indian 
houses are all built on one floor: you have not 
the protection of a pair of stairs against in- 
truders. The half of Indian doors is composed 
of large venetians, which are easily opened on 
each side. It is not at all the custom of Indian 
servants to knock at the door before entering. 
They wear no shoes in the house, and therefore 
trip about so noiselessly-that they are in your 
presence before you can receive any notice of 
their coming. ‘ 


Departure from Calcutta. 


You will not be surprised to see this letter 
headed “ Monghyr,” as I suppose you have, ere 
now, received one I sent from Calcutta, an- 


felt much at parting with our old friends there ; 
and our new friends were both a source of re-_ 
gret and consolation ;—of regret, that we could 
enjoy no more of their society ; of comfort, that 
we had left those behind us who, we were con- 
fident, would help forward the important mis- 
sionary operations of Calcutta. . 


FOR MAY, 1840. 


Voyage to Monghyr. 


Our voyage up the river was exceedingly 
pleasant; and I trust that the day of the Lord 
will manifest that it was not wholly in vain. 
We were accompanied by our dear native bro- 
ther Sujatali, whom the more intimately I know 
the more I esteem and love. He is mild and 
amiable in disposition, so desirous to do good, 
and so apt in speaking a word in season, as well 
as so lively and intelligent a companion, that I 
shall feel much his departure from Monghyr. 

During three out of the four Sabbaths we 
spent on the river, we had very pleasant oppor- 
tunities of scattering the good news, both by 
oral addresses from our dear brother Sujatali, 
and by distributing tracts and our excellent 
translations of the Scriptures, which are printed 
and bound in a very convenient form for distri- 
bution. 

One Sabbath we put to in a small stream 
that ran into the Ganges, and visited a number 
of small villages, where, so far as we could learn, 
the foot of a missionary had not before trod- 
den. Here it was singular to observe the mix- 
ture of dread and curiosity with which we were 
regarded ; the former, however, greatly prepon- 
derated. It was with difficulty we could per- 
suade the few who could read to receive Scrip- 
tures or tracts. One youth we met with who 
sometimes went to Calcutta, where he seemed 
to have heard of the new way, and had seen 
European books, and was desirous of possessing 
some himself; we accordingly gave him two or 
three. Shortly after, an old man, a relation of his, 
came up, and inquired where he had got them, 
and what they were. On learning that they were 
religious books that he had received from’ us, he 
became both angry and terrified. He stormed 
and stamped till the books were returned, im- 
precated a few curses on our heads, and seemed 
to fear lest some calamity should befall him or 
his house, on account of the rash act his relative 
had committed. 


‘Character and Conduct of the Brahmins. 


In such places the Brahmins are very vehe- 
ment and boisterous in their opposition; yet it 
is singular to observe how soon they learn, by 
coming in contact with missionaries, the weak- 


ness of their system, and the wisdom of retiring. 


into silence as theirstronghold, This we found 
to be especially the case in some villages, about 
ten kos above Cutwa, which Mr. W. Carey had 
been accustomed to visit in his itineraries. I 
do not recollect that any Hindoo in the place 
opened his mouth in opposition, except one very 
‘garrulous old man, whose observations were so 
frivolous that even the listeners joined in re- 
questing him to be silent. 

~ ‘The Mussulmans, find them where you may, 
are, one and all, a cavillingrace, determined not 
to be out-talked; worthy to be matched, in 
many cases, with the invincible doctors among 
the schoolmen, for their power of mere loqua- 
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city, and not frequently keeping good-tempered 
during the whole discussion; but giving such 
demonstrations of malignity as render it clear 
that they have not relinquished the disposition 
to use the sword as a religious weapon, though 
their power is restrained, 


Need of more Misstonaries. 


On another occasion we stopped on a spot 
where, as near as we could gather from his 
Memoirs, dear Henry Martyn spent a Sabbath 
About thirty years previous. Here our audiences 
were large, and somewhat attentive. The chil- 
dren even brought pice (small copper coin) that 
they might possess themselves of tracts. 

In every district we felt painfully that the 
harvest truly is plentiful, but the labourers few. 
We saw around us wide fields, where hundreds 
of European missionaries and native assistants 
might labour in planting, and pruning, and wa- 
tering; and longed for the time when many 
should “run to and fro, and knowledge be in- 
creased.” Don’t let our dear benevolent friends 
in England fear overstocking the field, though 
they should send out new labourers by hundreds 
instead of tens: there need be no apprehensions 
on this head. 

Meeting with Mr. Leslie. 

Dear brother Leslie came as far as Bogulpore 
to meet us, bringing Mrs. Leslie and the two 
children with him, that they might share the 
benefits of the river air. At first I was pleas- 
ingly surprised to find him much less emaciated 
in appearance and mere cheerful than Lexpected ; 
but I have seen since that these first appearances 
are deceptive,—that the very excitement which 
prevents his real weakness from being at first 
apparent, is the cause of after lassitude and pain. 
He had an attack of fever while at Bogulpore. 
Still I firmly believe there is yet sufficient sta- 
mina-of constitution remaining to rally, by the 
blessing of God, in a more genial climate. I 
feel very grateful to him for his kind consider- 
ation of me in his delay to return home. He 
says, and truly, “ There is more to be done 
here than one person can get through, so that 
if you are left here alone, either some services 
must be given up, or your health suffer, I do 
not feel it my duty to remove under such cir- 
cumstances.” But I cannot but desire that 
some way might be opened to allow of his re- 
cruiting his health by a visit to England. In 


these circumstances, you will not wonder at my — ~~ 


saying I am exceedingly anxious to hear whe- 
ther you approve of my proposal respecting 
John, I have seen nothing since I have been 


here to alter my opinion respecting the desira- 


bleness of his coming out, but every thing to 
confirm it. I need not enlarge, as I doubt not 
you will see a letter 1 have sent home, fully 
explaining all there is to do here. — 


Return of Mr. Moore. 


When we arrived brother Moore was abs nt 
from the station. He has since returned. He 
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is an exceedingly amiable, affectionate man ; 
hut the over-straining influence of thirty-five 
years’ residence in this unnatural climate is 
painfully apparent in his debilitated form. He 
looks as though he had naturally a strong con- 
stitution; and yet the relation he gave me a day 
or two since, of his daily sufferings from shat- 
tered nerves, was melancholy in the extreme. 


Notice of Mr. Phillips and Mr, Lawrence. 


Brother Phillips accompanied us from Cal- 
eutta to Monghyr. He staid here about a fort- 
night, and then left for Agra. Both heand Mrs. 
P. were, I am happy to say, in good health 
when they lcft us. We have not yet heard 
from them since their departure. They pro- 
mised to write from Patna, and we are daily 
expecting to hear some tidings of them. 

Two or three days after brother Phillips’s de- 
parture brother Lawrence left for Digah. We 
expect to hear from him as soon as he arrives, 
which will be some few days hence. He was 
in good health when he left. Mrs. L. was poorly. 
This, indeed, was no new thing with her: she is 
a great sufferer, is seldom free from pain twenty- 
four hours together, but a most exemplary in- 
stance of patience and resignation. 


General Scenery of Monghyr. 

Here, as you will readily conceive, the scenes 
and society with which we are surrounded are 
exceedingly diverse from those to which we 
were accustomed in Calcutta. The long ranges 
of blue hills which form tke back-ground of our 
beautiful prospects here, are an entire contrast 
to all you see in any part of Bengal. There you 
have one immense flat, crowded with over-lux- 
uriant foliage. The first sight we got of these 
hills, as we came up the river, reminded me, 
most pleasingly, of Westbury Downs, as you 
see them at Laverton. Our nearer approach has 
diminished their similarity. It is on one of 
these ranges of hills that those interesting tribes 
whom Mr, Leslie has visited live. The base of 
the hills is covered with densely thick jungle, 
Here the hyeena, the leopard, and the tiger, find 
an unmolested retreat, except when their fre- 
quent depredations among the cattle in the 
neighbourhood excite the natives to force them 
to pay for their damages by their lives. Go- 
vernment gives a certain sum, from five to ten 
rupees, for every tiger the natives can capture. 
When a tiger has torn a bullock, and eaten his 
fill, he retires into the jungle till the next even- 
ing, when he returns for a second meal. The 
natives watch for him in some adjacent he 
and shoot him. 

A few.days ago an immense fellow — 
brought in, taken about six kos distant. Tigers 
do not come so far from their haunts as Mon- 
ghyr, but in the rains, A few hyenas pay a 
triendly visit sometimes, and regale themselves 
‘on a goat or two, if they can meet with them, 

It is the immense decomposition of vegetable 
matter constantly going on in these jungles that 


renders it so dangerous to visit the hills, It 
was by passing through these that Mr, Leslie 
caught the fever from which he has been so 
long suffering ; and of which, I fear, he will not 
get rid till the healthful breezes ‘of dear old 
England have blown over him, 


State of Society in Calcutta and Monghyr. 

The scenery is not more different here than 
the state of society. In Calcutta you are sur- 
rounded by a number of persons whom you 
neither know, nor do they know you: you are 
pursuing your course, they theirs; and it is 
only as your two ways happen to meet that you 
notice each other, Here, on the contrary, you 
know every one, and they know you, and all you 
do. Monghyr-is an exceedingly snug, harmo- 
nious- little station, 
place of worship here: nearly the whole station 
attend; and thereis none of that division which 
results from any thing like rival interests, 


Attendance at the Week Evening Services. 


One very pleasing trait in the congregation is, 
its willingness to be present at week-evening 
services. With but few exceptions, we have 
the whole station out on Wednesday and Satur- 
day evenings. It would delight you to hear the 
simple, hearty prayers offered for missionaries in 
all parts of the world, at our monthly missionary 
prayer-meeting. Mr. Leslie reads all that comes 
to hand of interest respecting missions, and this 
excites and keeps up attention to the subject. 

Several, indeed the majority of residents 
here, are persons who have quitted the army, 
and have chosen Monghyr on account of the re- 
ligious privileges to be enjoyed here. These are 
stationary inhabitants. The civil servants of 
the Company are continually changing. As 
soon as they get a promotion they remove. At 
present there is an extremely pleasant and well- 
disposed circle here ; but, alas! some are about 
shortly to remove. 


Effects of Missionary Labours. 

By the fashionable and dissipated, who reckon 
the eligibility of a station by the number of 
routs and balls that are held in it, and the 
amount of money thrown away on vanity and 
sin, Monghyr is regarded as insufferably dull,— 
one of the most intolerable spots in all India. 
So much have the means of grace been blessed 
here, and so clearly is the beneficial tendency of 
a preached Gospel evinced by its effects on those 
even who do not yield up their hearts to its 
saving influences! And, blessed be the God of 
all grace, “ who will have all men to be saved, 


and to come to the knowledge of the truth,” that 


the blessings of the Gospel have not been con- 
fined to our countrymen! Those who once 
followed, heart and soul, dumb idols, are now 
living here, the sincere followers of the Lord 


Jesus, singing his praises, blessing God for send-_ 


ing the Gospel here, and blessing British Chris- 
tians, as the honoured instruments of conveying 


There is only our own’ 


: 
: 


FOR MAY, 1840. 


to them the invaluable gift; and, month after 
raonth, those who were once widely separated 
by difference of language, customs, nation, and 
colour, unite, as brethren of one body, in com- 
memorating that dying love in the blessed fruits 
of which they mutually rejoice as joint par- 
takers. 


Places and Manner of Worship. 


There are two places of worship, one espe- 
eially intended for English worship, the other 
for Hindustanee; but the Monday afternoon 
service, which is an Hindustanee prayer-meet- 
ing, is held in the English chapel. The Thurs- 
day and Sunday afternoon services, being in- 
tended specially for the benefit of the heathen, 
are held in the Hindustanee chapel. It isa 
large place, built at the head of a bazaar, into 
which four or five doors open, Of course, the 
native Christians comeand take their seats, just 
as worshippers at home do; so do a few of the 
heathen; but the greater number stand just 
within the doors. But few remain the whole 
time of service. As long as their interest keeps 
up, or they think they have time to spare, they 
remain; then leave, and give place to other 
fugitive hearers. : ° 


Style of Preaching. 

Of course, a sermon in English style, with its 
separate portions, the one depending on the 
other, and requiring the whole to be heard be- 
fore the force of each can be fully seen, would be 
lost upon such an audience as this: they require 
* line upon line ;” and such, literally, the preach- 
ing of our native brethren is. They generally 
choose some short, striking passage of Scripture, 
which they repeat a great number of times dur- 
ing their address, giving the most simple illus- 
trations of it, and-applying it most directly to 
the circumstances and conduct of those about 
them, 


Illustration from Sujatali’s Sermon. 


For instance, I just recollect one of Sujatali’s 
illustrations :—“ You go to Ram, and Kristnu, 
and Kali, to obtain holiness, and you know they 
were themselves great sinners; how can you 
obtain sanctity from them? Here is an empty 
cistern : a man goes day by day to draw water 
there; is he the better? Is it wise in him to do 
so?” And such an illustration would not be 
given so briefly as I have given it, but with a 
most minute detail of the going, and drawing, 
and disappointment, and soliloquy, accompanied 
with most graphic action; and this is the style 
of reasoning ‘he people can see and feel. But I 
have seen people here stand, in, fixed attention, 
the whole time of service, and they will acknow- 

“ledge the truth and importance of what they 
hear; but, alas! they are not the only people in 
the world whose practice is directly at variance 
with their confessions. 
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Yesterday Mr. Leslie gave them a very so- 
lemn address, respecting the barren fig-tree ; and 
there was a marked spirit of attention visible. 
Oh, that all that have “ power with God” would 
plead for the outpouring of the Spirit upon us! 
for nothing but Divine power can remove the 
obstacles to a heathen’s conversion. 


Native Agency. 

Naynsook, the native preacher here, ts a very 
worthy old man. He took the jungle fever at 
the same time Mr. Leslie did, and has been 
suffering from it till lately. A visit to Patna 
has been blessed to its removal. It has consi- 
derably weakened him, but still he appears 
strong; and I trust he will continue, for many 
years, to preach the glorious Gospel to his be- 
nighted countrymen; and I hope, ere he be re- 
moved to his rest, some others will be raised up 
to succeed him in his work of love. 

Here is a young man, whose name I forget, 
who, Mr. Leslie thinks, has such abilities for , 
labour as would well repay cultivation; and 


f 
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whom he intends to place, shortly, under a ; » 


system of instruction and discipline, in prepara~/” 


tion for the ministry.. May he be “a burning 
and shining light !” 

Yet, so great a necessity is there for native 
assistance in fertilizing this vast, and vastly po- 
pulous country, that I long to see here a system 
of means set on foot, adapted, by the blessing of 
God, to raise up a body of educated, pious youth, 
for the service of God’s house. I know it is 
said, “ Let them first be pious, and then let us 
educate them for the ministry.” Of course, I 
would not encourage a glance towards the mi- 
nistry in one whose piety I doubted; but I 
know, too, that a minister’s habits, as well as 
his knowledge, have an important bearing on his 
usefulness ; and, while a religious education may 
be regarded as a means towards conversion, 
surely, when converted, you can confide much 
more in one whose youth has been disciplined 
by Christian habits, than in one whose early days 
have been spent under the blighting, withering 
influence of Hinduism. , 

I long to be surrounded with a few native 
youth, and to instil into their minds Christian 
instruction. We are, as fast as we can, taking 
steps to secure this desirable object. But the 
smallest of a missionary’s trials is not the trial 
of his patience; so many obstacles rise up that 


you never dreamt of before you made the expe- _- 


riment, Though it is desirable that a mission- 
ary should be able to rise above mere plodding, 
yet he will be of little use if he cannot plod. 

I must now close the pleasurable employ of 
communing with you, even by means of pen and 
paper. May every needful blessing be con- 
stantly yours, to aid and cheer you! 

/ Yours affectionately, 


G. PARSONS. | 
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S-PAGNASeo ee l"O WEN, 


Tur following statement of schools under the direction of Mr. Phillippo can- 


not fail to gratify the friends of the emancipated population. 


It affords a pleas- 


ing picture of the extent to which the youth in that district are receiving, at the 
hands of our devoted missionary, the boon of a sound scriptural education. It 
will be seen that pecuniary help is greatly needed ; and, we trust, many who 
read the article will be inclined promptly to render it. 


Metropolitan Schools, Spanish Town. 


Day oh é 283 
Infant =F ee 69 
Adult Me os 20 
Sunday 595 

Total 969 


besides 4 young persons in training in the normal 
department. 


These schools were established in the early 
part of the year 1625, when the greatest hosti- 
lity was manifested to the instruction of black 
and coloured children ; they have, consequently, 
attained their present prosperity and distinction 
in the face of great and numerous difficulties, 
The boys’ day-school is conducted by one male; 
and the girls’, including the teacher of the in- 
fant school, by three female teachers. Eight 
young men give their services gratuitously to 
the Sabbath-school, and thirty females; all of 
whom, with but two or three exceptions, derived 
their qualifications in the same institution. They 
are mostly natives of colour and blacks. As in 
former years, several of the children haye been 
dismissed to trades. Others have been with- 
drawn for attendance at the Wesleyan and Na- 
tional Schools lately established in the town, 
their parents being connected with the denomi- 
nations to which these institutions belong. From 
these causes a considerable decrease as to num- 
bers might have been expected; the scholars 
have, however, on the contrary, steadily in- 
creased, That there has not been a greater 
accession is owing to the general establishment 
of schools, under the direction of Mr. Phillippo, 
throughout the neighbourhood. 

These country schools, about eight in num- 
ber, are under the superintendence of young per- 
sons who were trained in the normal department 
of the Metropolitan Schools, or who were, more 
or less, connected with these institutions as 
teachers. Several others are respectably mar- 
ried; and although, from family cares, they are 
no longer able to fill the situation of permanent 
teachers, they, nevertheless, continue their sym- 
pathy in the object, and occasionally aid it by 


_ their exertions, 


The progress of the children in learning is 
thus attested by a disinterested spectator of the 
examination in November last, at which his 
Excellency Sir Charles T. Metcalfe, and several 
other distinguished individuals, were present ; 
and which testimony his Excellency was pleased 
to confirm :— 

“ The infant class, as usual, chaunted their 
lessons remarkably well. Pieces of composi- 
tion, from some of the best authors, were well 
recited by some of the girls and boys. Great 
proficiency appeared to have been made by the 
children in the important objects of spelling, 
writing, arithmetic, and grammar, in which they 
were closely questioned ; and we were struck by 
the readiness and precision with which the pupils 
answered in explanation of Scripture texts pro- 
posed to them.” 

Nor have the higher objects of these institu- 
tions been unanswered. Hundreds of youth, of 
both sexes, who, but for the moral and religious 
influence these schools have exerted, would have 
been, humanly speaking, the subjects of degra- 
dation and poverty, have risen to honourable 
distinction in the middling walks of life, whilst 
scarcely a year has passed but has witnessed the 
accession of many of them to the church of God, 
Last year no less than twenty-three of the teach- 
ers and scholars were added to the church under 
the pastoral care of the Rev. J. M. Phillippo, 
and some to other churches ; whilst the past year 
has witnessed the addition of nearly as many 
more. These circumstances cannot fail to be 
most cheering to every Christian’s heart. May 
they stimulate afresh the energies of those who 
have hitherto contributed so nobly towards their 
establishment and support! 

Connected with the Metropolitan Day-schools 
is an annual bazaar, supplied by the liberality of 
British friends ; and as the boys’ department is 
almost entirely dependent on the proceeds of 


this- institution for its support, it is earnestly 


hoped that its necessities will be continually 
supplied by the same generous contributions. 
The bible classes, mentioned in the last Re- 


port as being conducted by the mistresses of the a 
girls’ school, Eliza Carr and Mary M‘Vicar, in — 
conjunction with an elderly, respectable female — 
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of colour, composed chiefly of the older girls of 
the school, continues a great blessing to those 
connected with it. Many, through its instru- 
mentality, have been made wise unto salvation; 
and many more, it is expected, by the Divine 
blessing on the same means, will be partakers of 
the same benefits. 


Passage Fort Schools. 


Day 89 
Evening ... 75 
Sunday 115 

Total 393 


Mr, and Mrs. Norman, teachers. 


These schools, it will be perceived, have had 
no considerable addition as to numbers during 
the past year; but the progress of the scholars, 
in the common branches of education, has been 
highly satisfactory. 

Mr. Norman has continued to visit the pro- 


perties in the neighbourhood, for the purpose of 


instructing the adults; and many pleasing in- 
stances of improvement in knowledge, as well as 
of the advantages of Christian instruction in 
general, have occurred as the result of his exer- 
tions. Mr. N., in addition to his labours in the 
schools, has endeavoured to make himself ser- 
viceable both to children and adults, by con- 
ducting meetings for prayer and the reading of 
the holy Scriptures, ; 

The School of Industry under his superin- 
tendence is still carried on, and is productive of 
great benefit to several of the boys. The girls 
in the school are superintended in needle-work 
by Mrs. Norman. 

Mr. N. was a pupil in the school at East 
Queen-street, and subsequently a teacher in the 
Sabbath-school in Spanish Town; and it is to 
the advantages which he derived from these in- 
stitutions that he is indebted for his qualifica- 
tions for his present useful and honourable em- 
ployment. 


Sligoville Schools, 


Here, as at Passage Fort, are four distinct 
educational departments in operation : the Day 
or Oxford School; the Evening, or Peckham 
Commemorative Adult; the Sabbath-school ; 
and a School of Industry. The Oxford School 
contains 85 scholars, the Peckham 29, the 
Sabbath 163, and the School of Industry 79: 
total, excluding the 79, which form a part 
of the previous number, 277. There are three 
teachers of the day and evening schools, nine of 
the Sabbath, and two of the School of In- 
dustry. , 

Although this district has presented peculiar 

“impediments to the progress of school instruc- 
tion, and notwithstanding the revival of a simi- 
Jar institution in the neighbourhood, on the Na- 
tional plan, yet, by the pious and persevering 
efforts of Mr, and Mrs. Ogborne, the schools 
under their charge have continued gradually to 
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increase as to numbers. In point of efficiency 
and interest they are unrivalled. 

This being a new township, the comparative 
smallness of the adult school is owing to the in- 
cessant occupation of the settlers, after the usial 
labours of the day for hire, in the construction 
of their houses, and in the cultivation of their 
grounds, These impediments once overcome, 
all the schools, it is anticipated, will present a 
more encouraging aspect than any yet in opera- 
tion in the whole district. In the meantime, 
much good has been done by their united influ- 
ence. Truly may it be said, as especially appli- 
cable to this station, ‘“‘ The darkness is past, and 
the true light now shineth.” In all the cottages 
that are finished, of which many are peculiarly 
neat, the book of God and religious tracts are 
found. During the intervals of religious wor- 
ship on the Sabbath, and during the hours of 
cessation from labour on week-days, groups both 
of adults and children are seen and heard read- 
ing them aloud. Their possession of the Bible 
is the result of the operation of the St. Cathe- 
rine and St. Thomas-in-the-Vale Auxiliary 
Bible Society. Tue tracts, principally in broad 
sheets, are given to each cottager on the com- 
pletion of his house, of which, in most cases, 
they ornament the walls. 

Of Mr. and Mrs. Ogborne’s assistance in pro- 
moting the work of God in general at this sta- 
tion, it is impossible to speak too highly. 


Sturge Town Schools. 


Day i3 
Evening ~... yy 
Total 97 


Margaret Lawrence, teacher; assisted, occa- 
sionally, by Mr. Samuel Bernard. 


The inconveniences which existed here, as 
stated in the last Report, for want of a school- 
room, have been happily overcome, although at 
no inconsiderable annual expense, a place, for- 
merly a plantation hospital, being rented for the 
purpose. It is flourishing, both as to the numbers 
and the progress of the scholars. Parents show 
that they appreciate the advantages of school 
instruction to their children by personal kind- 
ness to the teacher, and by the pecuniary assist- 
ance they render towards the support of the 
schools. The schools here, also, meet with the 


countenance of his Honour the Custos of the — 
parish, and his lady, with all the other respect- _- 


able families in the neighbourhood. Theschool- 
mistress was trained in the Metropolitan Nor- 
mal School; and, for energy and perseverance in 
the performance of her arduous duties, has few 
equals, 

Kitsontown Schools, 


Day wee Sy raray 
Evening ... Fee: 
Sabbath ... eee 

Total= sakes 


a 


- 


Pe: 
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This is also a new township, nearly 200 acres 
of land having been recently purchased for the 
purpose. It is situated about eight miles west 
of Spanish Town, in the midst of a dense agri- 
cultural population; and will, no doubt, soon 
become of considerable importance and magni- 
tude. Containing no building capable of afford- 
ing sufficient accommodation for the number of 
scholars that may be expected to attend, the in- 
habitants resolved to give their labour gratui- 
tously in getting all the materials to the spot, 
on condition that Mr. Phillippo provided the 
requisite pecuniary means for the erection of the 
building. So far as these generous people are 
concerned, these conditions are already fulfilled; 
and nothing is wanting with respect to the pro- 
mise of the other party, but the means of per- 
formance. 

The schools are conducted by Mr. Patrick 
O’Meally, who was educated and trained in the 
Metropolitan School, and is a pious and exem- 
plary Christian. 


Rock River. 


Day <6 ae 6 
Evening ... 28 3 
Sabbath ... Sel 


Total 
Agnes Anderson, teacher. 


The neighbourhood, at present, but thinly 
fopulated: aspect of the school discouraging, 


Dawkin’s Caymanas School, formerly 
Taylor's Caymanas. 


Day 93 
Evening 34 
Total 127 


Teachers, Gordon Brown and Mrs. Brown. 


The school was removed to its present locality 
because of its-being more central. It is now in 
the midst of several estates and farms, belonging 
chiefly to Lords Seaford and Carrington. 
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the good to be effected by the operation of the 
schools in this neighbourhood the most sanguine 
expectations are entertained. Not only is the 
population very considerable, and the desire for 
instruction general, but every facility has been 
afforded in the establishment of the school by 
the attorneys and managers around. The Hon. 
T. J. Bernard, one of the attorneys for the pro- 
perty on which the school is located, has been 
especially kind, having provided a comfortable 
residence for the schoolmaster and mistress on 
the estate, as well as assisted in furnishing ma- 
terials for the school-room, gratuitously ;—an 
instance of liberality which cannot fail of pro- 


ducing a most, salutary effect upon the people; . 


and which has already powerfully excited their 
prejudices in his fayour, as an attorney or chief 
manager. 


Clarkson Town. 


Arrangements for schools at this settlement 
are not yet completed, and therefore it may, at 
present, be classed with estates which are visited 
on week-day evenings, and which are as follow : 
Cumberland Pen, Dawkins Pen, Cottage Pen, 
Salt Pond Hut, Goshen, Farm, Kraal, Taylor's 
Caymanas, Ellis’s Caymanas, and Twickenham 
Park. 


Instruction in reading is principally commu- 
nicated to adults, on these properties, by Messrs. 
O’Meally, Clarke, Stout, Simmons, Saunders, 
and Beecher; young men who were formerly 
slaves and apprentices, and who give their 
services gratuitously, after their own personal 
labour in the field through the day. 


Clarkson Town is the fourth new township in 
progress of establishment in this district, more 
or less under the direction of Mr. Phillippo; 
and, from what has already transpired, the most 
sanguine hopes are entertained, not only of the 
influence of such settlements on the agricultural 
prosperity of the precinct, but also, if in posses- 
sion of the requisite means, on the social, moral, 


intellectual, and religious advancement of ‘its 
Of } inhabitants. — 


EXTRACT FROM PARLIAMENTARY PAPER ON 
EMANCIPATION. 


Tue following sentence, extracted from an official Report, laid before Par- 
liament, in reference to the change wrought in Jamaica by emancipation, will 
form a suitable postscript to the statement given above. 


The abrogation of the apprenticeship has, 
with astonishing celerity, developed all those 
elements of prosperity contemplated by states- 
men as one of its most important objects, in a 
deyree beyond. the most sanguine expectations ; 
as evinced in the large amount of capital since 
invested in this colony, in the purchase of lands 
at an amazingly increased value, by resident in- 
dividuals ; in the improvement and increase of 
buildings for social and mercantile uses; in the 


erection and enlargement of temples for reli- — 


gious worship ; in the improved cultivation, and 


greater care and attention paid to the fencing 


and subdivision of land; and in the division of 
wealth among the working people, by which their 


| personal appearance, and social habits and mo- 


rals, have been improved to a most gratifying, 
and, considering the short space of time, sur- 


| prising extent.— Papers laid before the House of 
| Commons ( West Indies, ) part 1 (5), p. 55. 


bona 
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TABULAR VIEW OF THE CHURCHES, STATIONS, SCHOOLS, &c., IN CONNEXION 


WITH THE BAPTIST MISSION IN THE ISLAND OF JAMAICA 


STATIONS. 


N WHAT COUNTY AND PARISH| MINISTERS. 


SITUATED. 


COUNTY OF SURREY. 
ningston, Hanover-street .. 
Jallah’s, St. David’s........ 
ycount Atlas, St. Andrew’s.. 
singston, East Queen-street ....,..- 
port Royal, Port Royal sreens 
lartyrdom, St. Andrew? 
»lount Charles, do... 
randon Hill, d oc 
cott's Hall, St. Mary S teense 

belle Castle, St. Thomas in th Bast 
jong Bay, GO. seve 
sleetor’s River, do. .. 


ning, do. .. 
ynnatio Bay, St. George’s 5 
vuff Bay, dO. ceeee ceceseenee 


COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX. 
ut. Ann’s Bay, St. Ann’s «+--+ eseee 
icho Rios, DOs nce clesisin.css 

oultart Grove, do. .. 
js tacey Ville, Clarendon 
vandovery, St, Ann’ 
irown’s Town, do. 
wturge Town, do. 
suxton Town, do. 
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*reedom, Clarendo 
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efount Hermon, do. ....+-eeeeeeeeee 
wucky Valley, do. . 
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ringfield, St. John’s .... 
yrna Chapel, St. Ann’s . 
anish Town, St. Catherine. 
ssa; Fort, Os Sacco 
igo Ville, St. Thomas i 
Sturge Town, St. Catherine .....-.+- 
iiXitson Town, St. John’s ...-.s1sseee 
Rock River, St. Thomas in the Vale. 
et s Caymanas, St. Catherine’: 
HClarkson Town, Opareisiesieisiaies 


COUNTY OF CORNWALL. 

avanna-la~-Mar, Westmoreland...... 

p*uller’s Field, ag 

unyan’s Mount, 

‘Montego Bay, St. James 

|/Shortwood, do.. 

Mount Carey, do. 5 
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efuge, ADs, seie 
‘al ensia, a fro 

te amberwell, ..do. «.+++ 
fann’s, s0.Os_ceit 
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w Birmingham, do 

a, Hanover ....++00 


if 


J, 


J.M. Phillippo «. on 
Dd 


B. B. Dexter .... 
Do. 


KE. J. Francies 


Ts B. Pickton, 


Tinson. ...00.. 


R. Merrick. 
Joseph Merric 
Assistants ... 


Do... 
DO, 2.00 ve ee oe 


Do. 


Assistant.+ eee 
DO, se seee 


W. Dendy, & 1 
G. Webb, asst. 


eee 
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oe 
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Home Proceedings. 


DEPUTATIONS. 


As it is desirable the friends of the Mission should know the general movements of the brethren 
who visit them as deputations, so that they may have an opportunity of facilitating their arrange- 
ments, and of preparing for their visit, we intend to give, as often as necessary, a brief outline of 
the routes of the brethren in each district, so far ag, we are able to ascertain them. We trust our 
brethren throughout the country will aid us, from time to time, in carrying out this scheme. 


SCOTLAND.—This year one Deputation will visit the West, and a second the North. By- 


this means it is hoped that some new ground will be occupied, and the whole visit rendered 
more efficient. 


WEST. NORTH. 

Rev. J. SPRIGG, M.A. Rey. R. PENGILLY. Rey. J. H. HINTON, M.A. Rey. J. HOBY, D.D. 
Carlisle. Carlisle. May7. Haddington. Haddington. May 7 
Annan. Annan, — 9. Edinburgh. Edinburgh, 

Dumfries. Dumfries. — 24, Leith, &c. Leith, &e. — 10. 
Kircudbright. Gatehouse, Inverkeithing. Kirkaldy. 
Wigton. Sanquhar. Cupar. Dunfermline. —i]j. 
Garlieston, Machines St. Andrew’s, Kinross, Leslie, 
Newton. Anstruther, Kennoway, 
Ayr. Irvine. 17. Pittenween, Auchtermuchty, 
Kilmarnock Stewarton. peels Elie, Leven, Newburgh. 
Killbride. Kilwinney. | Dundee. Perth. — 24. 
Fairley. Beith. Pert Perth. — 26. 
Largs. Jobnstone, &c. Forfar. Auchterarder, 
Greenock. Greenock. 1 Arbroath. Crieff. 
Port Glasgow. Port Glasgow. Se Montrose. 
Stirling. Dumbarton. | Aberdeen. Aberdeen. — 31. 
Falkirk. Paisley. Peterhead. 
&e. &e. &ec. &e. Fraserburg. Inverurie. 
Banff. Kennethmont, &c, 
Huntly. Huntly. 
Glasgow. Glasgow. — 3l. eae Nairn. 
Elgin. Inverness. June 7. 
Gruutown. Blair Athol. 
Killin, &c. Tullimet, &c. 


Our brother Clarke, of Berwick, has engaged to visit Hawick on the 3rd of May, and Cold- 
stream on the 10th; with Selkirk, Galashiels, and Melrose, in the intervening week, and Berwick 
on the 17th. 

Different brethren in Scotland have, also, kindly undertaken to occupy pulpits in the neigh- 
bourhood of their respective towns, while the Deputation occupy theirs. 


WILTS and EAST SOMERSET.—The Mission-meetings of this District are as follow :— 


Devizes, May 10 and 12. Crockerton, May 17. 
Melksham, — 10,14, and 15. Laverton and 19 
Westbury, — 10 and 21. Philips Norton, Sg cs 
Westbury Leigh, — 10 and 13. Bratton, — 20. 
_Penknap, — 10. Bradford, — 20, 
Trowbridge, — 10 and 11. Corsham, — 21. 
Frome, — 17 and 18. Chippenham, — 22. 
Beckinton, — 17 and 19, Salisbury, — 24 and 25. 
Warminster, — 17 and 22, 


pe ee and BATH Meetings begin on the 5th; Deputation, brethren Dyer Cox, 
an is. 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE.—Bhethren Carey and Thomas, the Deputation. The Meetings 
of this District are as follow :—Northampton, Clipston, Moulton, and Weedon, on the 10th; 
Olney, Kettering, Thrapston, Aldwinkle, and Woodford, on the 17th; Guilsborough, Long Buck- 
ley, Ravensthorpe, and West Haddon, on the 27th; and Towcester on the 3l1st. 


WEST and EAST KENT.—Chatham, the 24th; Ramsgate, the 26th and 27th; and Ey- 
thorne, the 31st. Deputation, Rev. Eustace Carey. é 


Of other Meetings to be held this nionth we are unable to give any definite particulars. 


i i 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 


Received on account of the Baptist Missionary Society, from March 15th, 
to April 15th, 1840. 


*,.* In consequence of the press of matter this month, and the great number of Auxiliary account 
that. have been received, we are unable to do more than acknowledge the amount of Contributions from 
each place. The par ticulars will be given in the forth-coming Report. 


Bs. d. So SiG. 


LONDON AND ITS VICI- 
; Ls. a. 


NITY 


Subscriptions. 


Dyer, Rev. J... aie 
Hume, Mrs. , by “Mr. 
Tosswill .. goose 10 
Maliphant, Mr. (Geet al 1 
Nelham, Mrs. ......... 0 10 
Ramsden, Robert, Esq. test 
Roe, Mr. Freeman ... 2 0 


Donations. 


R. ve S. Willsonne, 
-100 0 
Bar 3. “Green. & friends, 
for the debt . pre O 0 
Profits of the Youth's 
Magazine, by W. B. 
Gurney, Esq.....--..S. 25 0 
J. A., part of a thank- 
offering for the reco- 
very of an only son... 25 
X.Y., by Mr. Nisbet ... 20 
ATGOZi, DY GitiOs ecco nce 20 
Collected by the Misses 
Rawlings, for the edu- 
cation of three chil- 
dren at Monghyr...... 15 0 
Geo. Kitson, Esq., for 
school at Kitsontown, 
Jainaica.. - 10 0 
Collected by Miss Beeby, 


ooo 


for Entally. - 10 0 
wo 0: 
at 

Denmark Hill School, 

by Mr. S. Nicholson, 

jun.. Semitveieescacosiee cakO! 

Josiah Forster, Esq., for 
Jamaica schools ...... 1 
Missionary-box, by Mr. 
Beeby’s children... 0 16 
Ditto at Fen-court ..... 7a 0= 5 
Wow) aah wave aiacesavencchpsenepi Ue O. 
265 4 
Auxiliaries. 
South London Auxiliary, 
by Geo. Kitson, a 5 
Treasurer.......-00+6 153 18 


New Park-street Auxiliary, 
by Rey. J. Angus, 
ieihcttectsscisvesssacienes 20° 2 

Ditto, by Mrs. Arnold, 

F, E. 7 


{ 
—_—_—_—_ 


54 9 


— On account 


Prescot-street Auxiliary, 
by G. Morris, Esq. ... 40 0 0 


0 | Eagle-street Seen 
by Mr. Neale.. << 202 0% 0 


; Hammersmith Auxiliary, 

6 Dy Mr. Parerssccnsecss 62> 0° "4 
0 

0 


Brompton, Alfred-place 
Auxiliary, by Mr. H. 
6 Christopherson.,,....... 30 0 0 


Hackney Auxiliary ...... Le 78 
Ditto Juvenile Society, 
for the education of a 
0 native teacher, to be 
0 named Frederick Cox 10 0 0 
87 7-90 


0 | Tottenham Auxiliary, by 
Joseph Fletcher, Esq. 42 5 7 
| Shacklewell Auxiliary, 


by Rev. John Cox..., 37 8 6 


oco 


Bow Auxiliary, by 
Rey. W. Norton ...... 25 09 


0 | Shakspere’s Walk Auxiliary, 
by Rev. T. Moore...... 162505:0 


—) 


Bedfo rdshire. 


Biggleswade, &c., 2g 
Rev. E. Carey ... 


os 


we 63 “1 =] 


Luton :— 
Union Chapel, by Rev. 
0 J.S. Bright, moiety 36 10 0 
' Maulden and Ampthill, 
by Mr. Claridge ....... 10 0 0 


- 
3 : Berkshire. 


0 Reading, by Rev. J. Statham. 
sessevereree TL 0 0 


6 — 


Buckinghamshire. 
Haddenham :— 


Mx: W. Cox 2... pe Ei) 


8 Derbyshire. 
, Loscoe :— 


By Rey. T. Pottinger 1 1 0 


4 | Devonshire. 
Plymouth :—*" 
0, By Rev. 8. Nicholson 27 17 4 


4° * The sum of £2. 4.1, acknow- 


——— _ledged in the last HERALD, as 


Clapham Auxiliary, by 
re, eRe 25 0 


——_——— 


_ from ‘Morice-square, Devon- 
0 port,” should have been from 
* Saltash.” 


—_—. 


Tiverton :— 
By Rev. J. Singleton 11 11 4 


Dorsetshire. 


Dorchester :— 

By Rev. C, Evans .... 10 14 7 
Poole :— 

By Rey. 8. Bulgin ... 1 11 0 


Essex. 


Colchester :— 
By W. W. Francis, 
Esq... eoerenOd 


Ilford :— 
Coll. by Miss Rose ... 


Potter-street :— 
By Mrs. Gipps ......6. 2 0 0 


Rayleigh :— 
By Rey. J. Pilkington 10 0 0 


Romford :— 
By Mr. Ward... sccwse) 4-3 6 


Hampshire. 
Beaulieu :-— 
By Rey. J.B. Butz. 3 0 0 


Newport :— 
By Rev. F. Trestrail. 613 7 
Romsey :— 


By J. George, Esq. ... 18 9 1 


Hertfordshire. 
Boxmoor :— 
By Rev. F. W. Gotch— af 16 4 


Hatfield :— 
Friends, by B. Young, 


SQ. cesacveeanvanteseemes 


Sere =e 

Hitchin :— 
By Rev. T. Griffin ... 25 19 0 
ae 


Royston :— 
By Mr. Pendered...... 10 7 6 


Tring :— 


By Mr. Grover......0. 4 3 0 


Peg untingdonshire. 


eecneuonsnice Auxiliary, 
by T. D. Paul, Esq. 87 8 2 
Rev. T. Bliss, BAL iL 1 


88 9 2 


14-10» — 
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£ os. d. 
Kent. 
Ashford and Brabourne :— 
By Rev. EK. Carey...... 26 63 «6 


Canterbury Auxiliary, 
by Rev. W. Davies 109 15 10 
iti Olesneisaresorseresstoe 10 17 8 


120 13 .6 


Dover :— 
Peatside Chapel...... 16 0 0 


Maidstone :— 
By Miss Prance....... 17 19 9 


Margate :— 
By Messrs, Flint...... 17 16 6 
Ramsgate :— 
By Rev. J. M. Daniell, 
Dalance .reccosesrreeee 52 8 2 
Woolwich :— . 
By Rev. J. Cox......... 47 12 11 
Leicestershire. 
Sway, &c. :— 
By Rev. J.P.Mursell 7 0 0 
Middlesex, 
Kensington .— 
By Rev. J. Broad... 2 1 0 
Jacob Dudden, Esq... 10 9 0 
12°10 
Norfolk. 
Framlingham :— 


H. Thompson, Esq... 5 0 0 


£8. d. 
Northamptonshire. 
Kettering .— 
By Mr. J. D.Gotch... 16 6 8 


Shropshire. 
Oswestry : 
Balance’ preserssesservier’ one 0 


Somersetshire. 
Bath Auxiliary, on ac- 
COUNE. (ons ssonca cess iaccsiee 0 0 
Bristol Auxiliary, by 
R. Leonard, Esq....... 237 8 O 
Suffolk. 
Suffolk :— 
By Rev. J. Sprigg, 
Mi. A:s- cinssdssenseuseasamic maviaee: 
Sussex. 
Brighton .— 
By Rev. W. Savory... 4 10 10 
Warwickshire. 
Berkwell :— 


Mr. Floyd, by Rev. 
5. HOOper «..cces ceases. 2) 0 8 


Worcestershire. 
Bewdley :— 
By Rey. G. Brookes. 3 0 0 


Yorkshire. 
|, Guisborough :— 
By Rev. W. Leng...... 1 5 0 


Hull :— 
Balance, by J. Thorn- 
TOM, HEU vccccdescesesse OU 
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& e a 
Scarborough :— 
PBAlaNCE csasessvvecoserese 00.19 8 
Sheffield :— 
By Mr. Atkinson...... 64 14 5 
WALES. 
South Wales :— 
Balance .......0 Din iy 2 


Llangollen :— 
By Rev. J.Prichard... 3 0 0 


SCOTLAND. 


Anstruther and Kilrenny 
Bible and Missionary 
Society, by H. D. 
Dickie, Esq. sssasssccens 3% 10" 0 


Dunfermline :— 
Mr. D. Dewar........ 3 0 0 


Edinburgh :— 
By Rev. C. Anderson 49 8 6 


Perth Ladies’ Society, for 
female education ...... 5 0 0 


IRELAND. 
Dublin :— 
By Mr. Parkes........ 12 6 2 


Waterford :— 
By Rey. C. Hardeastle 4 1 6 


LEGACY. 
S. B., per executors...... 50 0 0 


EXTRA DONATIONS FOR REBUILDING THE CHAPEL AT 


Beaulieu, by Rev. MGS. ASME pao censaeiuiactaiges 


Suffolk, by Rev. J. Sprigg, M.A. 
Friend, by Rev. G. Sample .... 
Bewdley, by Rev. G. Brookes . 
Sohayn, by Rev. 8S. Green...., 
Berwick-on-Tweed, by Rev. 


Margatée—Friend) ...cciccnssesevesetacensers coswes 
x 


FON One nee enone tae ewe nee 


Tring, by- Mie Grover eccenseuserecvorvientssn tess 
Biggleswade, by B. Foster, Esq. «ses 1 


SAVANNA-LA-MAR, 


Eek Barra. 
2 2 0| Canterbury, by Rev. W. Davies ......0.... 6 1 0 
1 5 6 Miss Childs, Brighton.. eva wee 2 12-6 
«» 5 0 0] Friends at Luton, by Miss Dani ate Be DEO 
210 0| Keynsham, by Miss Ayres......... 6 0 0 
410 0| Friends at Chesham............. 10 0 0 
618 6 — Colchester 1G 7, 
010 0 — TOME s). svciven 30 8 (0 
: ; > —— Besonplses 5 4 4.0 
i — BEGS cccevscreecre 
3812 0 eae 
= 


Subscriptions and Donations in aid of the Funds of the Baptist Missionary Society will be thank- 


fully received by the Treasurer or Secretaries, at the Mission- 
London; in Edinburgh, by the Rev. Christopher Anderso 
by Mr. Joseph Swan; in Dublin, by John Parkes, Esq., 
Press, Calcutta, by the Rev. W. H. Pearce ; at Kin 
and at New York, U.S., by W. 


Colgate, Esq. 


ee 
W. TYLER, PRINTER, 5, BOLT-cOURT, LONDON, 


Houses 6, Fen-court, Fenchurch-street, 
n, or H.D, Dickie, Esq.; in Glasgow, 
Camden-street; at the Baptist Mission- 
gston, Jamaica, by the Rev. Joshua Tinson ; 
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Subscriptions and Donations thankfully received by the Secretary, Rev. S. GREEN, 61, Queen's 
Row, Walworth; by the Rey. J. Dyer, at the Baptist Mission Rooms, 6, Fen Court, Fenchurch 
Street; and the Rev. Srernen Davis, 92, St. John Street Road, Islington; the Messrs. 
Mitxarp, Bishopsgate Street ; C. Burxs, Esq., 19, Bridge Street, Blackfriars; SANDERS, 104, 
Great Russell Street, Bloomshury ; LapBroke & Co., Bankers, Bank Buildings; by the Rev. 
C. ANDERSON, Edinburgh; the Rev. Mr. Innes, Frederick Street, Edinburgh; the Rev. 
J. Forp, 8, Richmond Hill, Rathmines-road, Dublin; by the Rev. C. Harpcoastie, Water- 
ford ; by Mr. J. Hopkins, Bull Street, Birmingham; and by any Baptist Minister, in any of our 


principal towns. 


The following communication on the condition of Ireland and the course which 
Christians should continuously pursue for her evangelization, will be read with 


interest. 


It is written by a friend whose situation and character, as well as his 


long residence in Ireland, are ample vouchers for his opportunities of observation, 
and his fidelity in communicating the impressions which facts have made upon his 


mind. 


be seen, he regards its operations with great interest. 


Secretary :— 


Few circumstances are so calculated to 
engage the attention as the varying aspects 
of religion, indicating the changes which 
have occurred in the sentiments and feelings 
ot a people on this important topic. The 
reflecting part of the English nation must 
be fully conscious how deeply they have 
been affected in a religious view by the com- 
mercial scientific, and political movements 
of the last wenty years, from which, though 
much has arisen to illustrate the nature of 
christian principle, and to give expansion 
and energy to christian benevolence, so 
much of moral evil has appeared in new 
forms as to require in larger measures, the 
corrective power of divine truth. 

The condition of the two countries differs 
so widely, that equal changes are not to be 
expected, while, with the existing facilities 
of intercourse, it is impossible to live in the 
vicinity of such movements, and be unaf- 
fected; the religious state of Ireland is 
changed, is improved, and is requiring the 
more serious consideration of those who are 
capable of greatly contributing to advance 
that improvement. Being what is usually 
called a christian country, I purpose to give 
a brief statement of the present condition of 

its different sections, together with a few 
suggestions respecting what is. particularly 
needed at this juncture, to give extension 
and permanence to the benefits already con- 
ferred.cs 5: é i 
_ The religious state of the roman catholic 
population of Ireland excites the first atten. 
tion, as forming so great a portion of its in- 
habitants—in its leading features it may still 
be described as “ semper eadem,” with but 

<< 


ee 


He has had no direct connexion with the Baptist Irish Society, but as will 


He writes in a letter to the 


slight modifications, there is the same de- 
basing subjection to human authority—the 
same pervading ignorance of holy scripture 
—the same hostility to those who are with- 
out their own pale—the same prominence 
and encouragement given to tenets and 
ceremonies which are destructive to the 
simplicity that is in Christ, and pernicious 
to the best interests of man. 

The character of the hierarchy may be 
considered as descriptive of that of the 
priesthood in general, where you have all 
the intermediate varieties between the mild- 
ness of Dr. Murray, and the haughty arro- 
gance of John, Archbishop of Tuam, but a 
most united determination to resist all en- 
croachments on the only true church; there 
is an increasing vigilance to prevent the dif- 
fusion of the truth, and an increasing assi- 
duity to gain converts to the church of 
Rome. 

The late extraordinary impulse, produc- 
ing abstinence from ardent spirits and all — 
other intoxicating liquors, must not be over- 
looked. To assign this reformation, em- 
bracing hundreds of thousands, to any spi- 
ritual or even moral principle, seems impos- 
sible—masses of mankind are not thus sud- 
denly affected; the extension of principle 
is generally slow and steady. It appears to 


the writer produced by a variety of concur- 


rent causes; as, the enormous magnitude of 
the preceding evil, inflicting accumulating 
miseries on the whole people ; the spread of 
information amongst them by the establish- 
ment of temperance societies ; the persever- 
ing efforts of a portion of the priesthood to 
restrain the destructive vice ; and‘abovye all, 
M 


ene 
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the incidental association of superstitious 
ideas respecting the benefits attending the 
benedictions of the estimable individual 
who had for some time conducted and pro- 
moted this decisive measure. It may be 
justly thought premature to express a con- 
clusive opinion respecting the permanence 
of this mighty change when thus produced, 
or the results which shall hereafter arise ; 
for the present it demands our fervent gra- 
titude, that intemperance should have re- 
ceived so powerful a check, and hope may 
be encouraged that the benefits derived 
from the suspension of debasing indulgence 
will be so strongly felt, as to induce a contin- 
uance in this good course. There is no ap- 
parent evidence to connect any political de- 
sign whatever, with this pleasing alteration, 
which should it continue, may prove an im- 
portant auxiliary to the extension of evan- 
gelical knowledge. 

The established church of Ireland includes 
the next great portion of professing chris- 
tians, and great as the change has been in 
the episcopal church in England, it is ex- 
ceeded by that which has taken place in 
this country. Instead of lamentable igno- 
rance of leading theological truths, and great 
indifference in the discharge of their clerical 
functions, the ministers of this community 
have become enlightened, active, and la- 
borious ; adopting without scruple, wherever 
practicable, the forms and measures pre- 
viously peculiar to dissenters; engaging in 
missions to instruct and stimulate their own 
people, and to diffuse the light and truth of 
the gospel amongst the catholic population. 
The candidates for the ministry are immea- 
surably superior to those of former and not 


distant times, but with very much of pleas- 
ing improvement, there is much of more re- 
cent growth to abate the satisfaction enter- 
tained by enlightened piety, and to induce 
the fear, that the evangelical sentiments 
which are so generally expressed, are too 
superficially entertained ; they are encum- 
bered and weakened by millenarian specu. 
lations, and counteracted by the idea of 
apostolical succession, preparing the way for 
the insidious progress of the more than 
semi-popish tenets of the Oxford theology. 
One distinct leading feature is the grow- 
ing alienation of the evangelical clergy from 
their dissenting brethren ; this in the entir 
absence of any reason furnished by the lat. | 
ter, may partly be attributed to the revival 
and diffusion of high church doctrines, and 
greatly to the collision incident to the strife 
of political parties in England, the waves 
excited with you, expending their subdued 
violence on our shores. Hence in some pla- 
ces, we have coolness, instead of friendly 
co-operation ; the dissemination of works 
assailing the principles of dissent, not ex- 
cluding the infamous productions of Mr. 


Gathercole; besides which, the exclusive 
reading of what is called the Tory press, 
with its misrepresentations and calumnies, 
may be expected to imbue the younger 
clergy with great prejudices against this por- 
tion of their fellow labourers. 

It is most painful to reflect on the una- 
voidable injury which must arise from jea- 
lousy and disunion amongst protestants in 
a catholic country; how powerless the de. 
nunciations which are one day levelled 
against popery, when, on the next they are 
followed by coarse invective against Pro. 
testant dissenters. 

The home mission of the established 
church was regarded by all good men with 
unmingled satisfaction ; episcopal influence 
and authority have however rendered it al- 
most inoperative, its members having beer. 
constrained to adopt the regulation of visit- 
ing no parish without the consent of its 
minister, or, in other words, ceasing to visit 
where their labours were most needed. To 
supply this lack of voluntary service, and 
probably to mitigate the grief and disap- 
pointment of the more zealous part of the 
clergy, societies have been formed to fur- 
nish additional curates for the more exten- 
sive parishes; yet many portions of the 
land will still remain deprived of valuable 
instruction, which other denominations of 
christians must endeavour to impart by 
their itinerant agency. 

Of the Presbyterian body, your corres. 
pondent has a very limited knowledge; it 
is well known to comprise within this gene. 
ral denomination, a number of ministers and 
churches of Arian and Socinian tenets, with 
whom, the orthodox portion was long ac. 
customed too closely to coalesce. It is be. 
lieved that a separation has taken place, 
which is becoming more extensive and 
strongly marked; presbyterian churches 


have been raised in the south where none — 


existed, and separate interests have been 
formed in some towns, where existing ones 
were known to be decidedly heterodox; 
the tone of piety is considered to have be- 
come more deep and elevated, while corres- 
ponding zeal and activity are apparent. 
These churches, whether orthodox or 
otherwise, receive considerable support 
from the state, by an annual parliamentary 
grant, entitled the Regium Donum, afford. 
ing facilities for extensionand establishment, 
of which the principles of the remaining 


| sections of the church will not allow them 
| to participate. 


The Wesleyan methodists are unhappily 
divided into two parties, having scarcely 
any other distinctive feature, than in the 
one a rigid adherence to the communion 


| table and baptismal service of the establish. 


ed church, and in the other, the proper al. 
lowance of christian liberty in these re- 
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spects—they differ in nothing from the Eng. * 


lish portions, except in the increase of self. 
denying labour, greater itinerant privations, 


more formidable obstacles to encounter, and | 
the greater need of the exercise of faith and | 


patience as they fulfil their ministry. To 
them must be assigned the enviable distinc- 
tion of having preserved numbers from con- 
forming to the romish faith, and of having 
been the honoured instruments in the gen- 
uine conversion of many during a long pe- 
riod of indolence on the part of a wealthy 
establishment ; they too are preparing for 
the more vigorous prosecution of their im- 
portant work, encouraged and aided by 
their centenary contributions, 

The congregational churches, as divided 
into Independents and Baptists, next claim 
attention, Except in some of the large cities 
and towns, as Dublin, Cork, Waterford, 
Sligo—these are either wholly or partially 
under the fostering care of the societies 
supported by their respective denomina- 
tions, with exclusive reference to Ireland’s 
welfare, for a lengthened period they must 
be thus or similarly sustained. 

It will have been apparent from parts of 
the preceding statement, that Protestant dis- 
sent has every adverse element to encoun. 
ter, and it was not unaptly observed by an 
English minister at the close of a tour in 
this country, ‘‘ it must be the praise of our 
brethren that they have laboured and not 
fainted.” Their labours are essentially mis- 
sionary, and though not associated with 
many of the dangers and privations which 
attend missions to the heathen, are, it is 
conceived, of a much more depressing cha- 
racter. The heathen appear more accessi- 
ble; they have not the suspicion and the 
prejudice of the Irish roman catholic, nor 
are they surrounded by the nameless petty 
jealousies and hindrances which here en- 
compass the dissenting teacher, be his spirit 
as inoffensive and as candid as it may; like 
their brethren in distant lands, they labour, 
for the most part, alone; to the interchange 
of service, to the friendly converse that 
brightens and sharpens, to associated prayer 
and counsel, they are comparative strangers; 
they have not the resources on which to 
fall back in time’of need, that sustain their 
English brethren; men of influence, expe- 
rience, and deep-toned piety, who may be 
compared to the right hand of such, are rare 
indeed ; | know not where to realize the 
counterpart of John Heskens, of Nailsworth. 

Yet while the condition of the majority 
presents these claims on the sympathy and 
prayers of their friends and brethren in 
more favoured circumstances, a comparison 


of the present with the past, is sufficient to. 


encourage in a course of patient persever- 
ance; the expenditure, the toil, the priva- 


‘tions, and the severe exercises of mind, 
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which must accompany evangelical labour 
in Ireland, have not been unproductive—on 
many a benighted district light has shone, 
the light of life; it has penetrated the ca- 
bins of the peasantry, awakened the spirit 
of religious inquiry in the mind, which po- 
pery appeared to have hermetically sealed, 
conducted the trembling soul to Christ as 
the only refuge, and illumined with peaceful 
rays the departing spirit, as religion con- 
summated its glorious work. 

Personally acquainted with some of the 
brethren of both denominations, the writer 
can bear his testimony to their unassuming 
and self-denying exertions, and commend 
them to the more frequent remembrance of 
British christians at a throne of grace; at- 
tached himself by principle and warm af- 
fection to the Baptist denomination, he can 
allude with much satisfaction, to the better 
disposition of labour, and to the increasing 
energy which attend the operations of its 
Irish Society—its labourers have been in- 
creased ; their districts no longer extended 
so widely, that portions could only be visit- 
ed at distant periods, are now sedulously 
and more fully cultivated; the places of 
worship _are-regularly occupied ; co-opera- 
tion is becoming practicable, and the yet 
farther improvements which suggest them- 
selves, are no Jonger seen in hopeless dis- 
tance. Combining the various modes of 
communicating spiritual blessings, by the 
instruction of the young on a scriptural ba- 
sis; by the dissemination of the holy 
scriptures ; by the visits of that most useful 
class of labourers, the English and Irish 


| readers, and by the employment of evange- 


lists who may testify of the gospel of the 
grace of God, and’in the use of this divinely 
appointed agency, may associate the pro- 
mised bestowment of spiritual influence, 
who shall not expect in faith the cheering 
days of harvest in their due time? As they 
of every denomination, who now scatter 
the precious seed, go forth to labour, they 


| must often weep over the moral and _ spiri- 


tual desolation which surround them, but 
those who have been longest in the field are 


the least discouraged, and while faith and ~ 
hope forsake not them, successive aid’ may 


be expected, accompanied with richer bless- 
ings. 

A number of other churches exist through- 
out the country, independent in their go- 


-vernment, some Baptist, others composed of 


Baptists and Pedobaptists, differing from 
each other in certain points, but all recog- 
nising and generally practising mutual ex- 
hortation in the meetings of the church; 
they will be recognised by some of your 
readers more distinctly, as nearly identical 
with the church under the care of Mr. 
Haldane, of Edinburgh. 

The church at Tubbermore is said to con- 
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sist of more than three hundred members, thefr 
principal elder is Mr. Carson, of whom and 
his valuable writings, I believe far too little is 
known by our English brethren, many of 
these churches were raised and organised 
by Mr. Kelly, who retaining the excellen- 
cies which have so long distinguished him, 
still continues to preside over that in Dub- 
lin. The members of these churches are 
for the greater part, exemplary for the 
correctness of their views on the leading 
points of divine truth, and their regard to 
christian precepts; mellowing time has 
subdued some asperities, and rendered 
them less separate from their brethren who 
nearly approach them in sentiment; they 
only need, in the estimation of many, to 
unite somewhat more of zeal for the exten- 
sion of the gospel, with their efforts for mu- 
tual edification, to bring them into more 
frequent intercourse and closer union with 
the other portion of the church of Christ to 
their reciprocal benefit, Observation, though 
it is limited, induces me to express the 
_ opinion, that their practice of mutual] exhor- 
tation, often leading them and others to 
dispense with the pastoral office, or to as. 
_ sign it to one not ‘‘ wholly given” to its du- 
ties, has confined their influence and use- 
fulness within much narrower limits than 
_they might have filled; and indeed, to use 
the ordinary phrase, that it has not worked 
so well, as its strenuous supporters antici- 
pated. 

It would be improper thus to notice the 
circumstances of the various dissenting 
churches, and not bestow a few lines on the 
Plymouth, or as they are here termed, 
“©The Christian Brethren,’ who, in accord. 


ance with their avowed design of bringing | 


believers out of what they are pleased to 
call the apostacy, or the corrupt systems 
-which enclose them, have pursued their 
avocation with much zeal and with varied 
suecess. 
Of their sentiments as generally expressed, 
_ the readers of the Eclectic Review for May, 
1839, may form a tolerably correct idea: an 
article which, to some of its Irish readers, 
seemed expressly adapted to their meridian, 
and though somewhat fiercely assailed in re- 
ply, and charged with disregard of moral prin- 
_ ciple in its statements, is in most respects 
fully sustained by the utterance of ‘the 
Brethren,” on this side the channel. The 
author of that article appears to have ex- 
posed himself to animadversion, by not hav- 
_ing more clearly distinguished between their 
written sentiments and their frequent oral 
declarations, although the latter are mueh 
more influential and are not less correctly 
described ; it is supposed, that few who 
have mingled much with them, would not 
_ designate those statements as generally cor- 
rect, whatever they may think of the cau- 
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tion with which they are made. The re. 

| mark of Dr. Cox, respecting a certain class 
in America, viz., ‘that all which is truly 
good about the whole system is old, and all 

' that is really entitled to be considered new, 
has little besides its novelty to recommend 
it,” appears so appropriate to “the Bre- 
thren” that I have transcribed it. Fully 
aware how strongly system is decried by 
them, 1 am yet bound to state, that I have 
never met with a class of professing chris- 
tians whose sentiments and proceedings ap- 
peared more systematic or sectarian. 

So far as the practice of these brethren 
has fallen under the observation of your 
correspondent, it has been attended by the 
ordinary share of human imperfection, but 
which has, perhaps, appeared more promi- 
nent, from the more loud and frequent pro- 
fessions of separation from the world, and 
particularly from the censure so freely be- 
stowed on every other section of the pro- 
fessing church; while in the immediate lo- 
cality to which reference is now made, the 
employment of pecuniary means has been 
so profuse and injudicious, as without as- 
signing any improper motives, has been in 
_ itself calculated to expose both the donor 
_and the receivers to unmerited suspicion. 
Like other new sects, when the usual sepa- 
rations shall have oceurred; when time 
shall have imparted the experience which 
time alone can give, abating self esteem, and 
| disclosing excellencies in others as yet un- 
perceived ; when their sentiments with all 
_ their tendencies shall have been subjected 
_ to more calm investigation ; such modifica. 
tions will doubtless take place as will ally 
them, with other sectious of the church, in 
as much of fraternal esteem and co-opera- 
_ tion as our present imperfect state will ad- 
mit. 

After this sketch of the present religious 
aspect of Ireland, perhaps too extended, 
may I offer a few suggestions respecting her 
urgent claims on the christian churches of 
Great Britain. ‘The dark places of the 
earth” present their own respective claims 
on our commiseration ; but here is one in 
which superstition reigns, in which it oper- 
ates systematically, energetically, and de- 
structively ; exercising an influence on the 
social and political welfare of the whole 
empire, the character of which remains to 


| be more fully developed, but which cannot 


even now, be safely neglected by the re- 
flecting portion amongst us, It is a portion 
of the earth, full of discordant elements, the — 
subject of all varieties of opinion; for its 
condition numbers prescribe, its actual state 
few inspect, though the facilities of inter- 
course are so great; and of these, the most 
are cursory observers; yet all agree that it 
needs active remedial treatment. si 
‘The enlightened christian observer, who 
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sloes not cast aside every political agency as 
beyond his province, will nevertheless per- 
ceive the utter inefficiency of political eco- 
nomy in this remedial treatment, except as 
auxiliary and subordinate to a purely reli- 
gious influence ; not capable of application 
by state provisions and enactments, but the 
result of fervent desire for her spiritual im- 
provement, as the sure basis of all succes- 
sive ameliorations. The proper agencies in 
such a course, the state can neither com- 
mand nor direct, as it can neither excite nor 
maintain spiritual compassion, disinterested 
labour, or prayerful persevering effort. The 
voluntary churches of Great Britain are 
from their very constitution best adapted, 
and therefore under the greater obligation to 
grapple with evils, sustained by systematic 
and voluntary effort ; to them the appeal is 
still to be made, that they come to the help 
of the Lord against the mighty. 

I would not be understood as insensible 
to the amount of good effected by the pious 
labours of ministers and members of the es- 
tablished church of Ireland; for this I de- 
sire to glorify God in them; but this itself 
which I believe to be greater than ap- 
pears on the surface I must ascribe to the 
operation of the voluntary principle within 
its pale, and which its constitution has not 
a little encumbered and impeded. 

Nothing new is suggested,.as regards the 
kind of means already employed in this 
great work. The Society you conduct ap- 
pears to combine in this respect all that is 
needful, under the Divine blessing, to effect 
whatever can be desired for this interesting 
country. One remark alone presents itself 


as important, that whatever attention be 


given to any, or to all other means, such 
corresponding regard should be paid to the 
work of the evangelist as most distinctly to 
recognize its scriptural pre-eminence, and 
the commission of an ascended Saviour, 


since with obedience to his command is 


connected the inviolable promise of his all- 
sufficient presence. It is also obvious, that 
an efficient superintendence of other agen- 
cies, as well as the nurture and establish- 
ment of those who may be recovered from 


the error of their ways, will be best confided 


to these heralds of salvation, as men adapt- 
ed to become the shepherds of the flock. 
The amount of agency of every kind 
needs an immediate and large accession ; 
our brethren of other denominations recog- 
nise the demand, and we believe are pre- 
paring to meet it. These lines will meet 
the eye principally of Baptists, with whom 
the writer esteems it a privilege to be asso- 
ciated; on them he would urge the duty of 


enlarged co-operation in evangelical effort. 


Let any one take the map of Ireland, and 
mark the stations occupied by labourers, 


unfettered by regulations, obsolete unless as 
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tests of canonical obedience, or as instru. 
ments for the hindrance of the gospel, and 
how will he be struck by the distances that 
intervene, and this in a country whose ne- 
cessities can only be supplied by itinerant 
labour, by successive frequent visits to.com- 
municate the message of eternal life. Fa. 
milies connected with each of the protes_ 
tant denominations, are scattered throughout 
the country, which unless thus visited, will 
become exposed to every evil, to the de 
cline of pious principles, if such exist, and 
if not, to the increasing pollutions of the 
world, and the final inroads of superstition. 
Much has latterly been done, to correct the 
obvious evil of assigning a sphere of labour 
so extensive as to exhaust the energies of 
the cultivator, and to render each portion 
less productive, as if planting were every 
thing. and watering of no avail, yet much 
remains to be done to warrant the rational 
prospect of reaping when we have sowed. 
Increasing exertion is necessary, that the 
committee of our society may enable its 
Irish ministers to avail themselves of such 
subordinate agency as the grace of God shall 
prepare, and his providence present, for their 
acceptance ; so valuable is this agency when 
of the right kind, so difficult to procure, that 
it should never be neglected. J advert to 
the statement and appeal of Mr. Berry in 
the Magazine for February, page 108: for 
the purpose of inquiring, are there no friends 
of Ireland who will take upon themselves 
the responsibility, and secure the privilege 
of supporting these auxiliaries to a mission. 
ary, whose hands are already full of labour? * 
Such increase of agency is also necessary 


for the purpose of securing denominational 


permanence and extension. I use the term 
as fully distinguishable from mere sectarian 


zeal, and unholy jealous rivalry; as an ob. — 


ject of desire with every one who possesses 
principles which he understands, and consi- 
ders worth maintaining. It is surely com- 
patible with charity the most enlarged, that 
we should wish “the way of God” to be 
taught and followed in the most perfect 
manner of which we are able to conceive, 
besides that no enlightened, generous mind, - 
derives any other than the smallest 
of satisfaction in reaping that whereon he 
has bestowed no labour. Much as we ought 
to deplore the diversities of religious senti- 
ment which prevail, yet, while they exist, 
separate denominational efforts, conducted 
in the liberal and forbearing spirit of the gos- 


pel, and united with such fraternal co-ope- —~ 


ration as the respective tenets will allow, are 

much more likely to be productive, than any 

combination could be. : 
Of equal importance with an increase of 


* Our friends wi | be glad to learn that an excellent 
friend, a lady who knows Ireland, has already met 
this appeal, The men are at work, Ss Gas 


degree 


’ 
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agency, if not greater, is its character; de- 
serving of particular notice, as it must be 
furnished under the direction of those who 
are distant from the scene of labour, and 


therefore less conversant with its difficulties. | 
Your letter of instructions to the agents of | 
the Society, dated Dec. 7, 1837, and append- | 


ed to the subsequent annual report, is so 
suitable as to preclude the necessity of many 


observations here; acting in the spirit of | 


these, their efforts will be “ faithful, simple- 
hearted, persevering, and kind.” I shall 
merely allude to the importance of selecting 
such, as, in addition to other qualifications 
of most obvious necessity, possess the spirit 
of patient endurance, and are supertor to the 
influence of political bias, Of religious sen- 
timent, they will meet with much that is 
antagonist to their own, both popish and 
protestant ; and which they cannot success- 
fully encounter, but by the steady and con- 
stant exhibition of the simple truths of holy 
seripture. In other regions, the period be- 
tween sowing and reaping is short, and the 
spiritual harvest luxuriant as the climate 
where itis gathered; here the husbandman 
must be prepared to exercise long patience 
for the precious fruit. 

The rare combination of sound scriptural 
knowledge and energetic zeal, with patient 
perseverance, would. at once indicate the 
workman, who even here would not need to 
be ashamed, but receiving the early and the 
latter rain, in due time should reap with joy. 
Extreme opinions prevail on every hand,and 
on almost every topic; the very existence 
of patriotism is deemed by some inconsistent 
with christianity, and every political sub- 
ject as foreign to the care and interest of a 
believer; the more sober and scriptural view 
appears in holding the character of the citi- 
zen, not as absorbed, but sanctified and 
elevated when sustained by the christian ; 
who in this, astm a nobler reference, looks 
not merely on his own things but on the 
things of others also, and deems nothing un- 
interesting which bears on the temporal or 
spiritual improvement of the human race. 
For the evangelist in Ireland, there is no 
precept more important in the letter of in- 
structions than this, ‘‘ Preserve your neu- 
trality.” There are men of all parties, equally 
the objects of spiritual compassion, whom 
the political partisan, if the christian minis- 


ter should sink so low, could never approach, 


The most righteous decision on political 


matters, if strongly and freely expressed, 


would scarcely secure the individual from 
becoming a point of repulsion to many, 
however lawful, it will therefore be inexpe- 
dient to interfere; the best impression will 
be made by producing the conviction of the 
citizenship being in heaven. : 
One other suggestion is felt to be of con- 
siderable importance, viz, the greater encou- 
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ragement which it is desirable to afford the 
Irish missionary. This may be effected in 


| part by affording him the means of occa- 


sional union with his brethren, for the pur- 
poses of prayer, christian counsel and co. 
operative labour, when untried measures of 
usefulness may be suggested, and encourage- 
ment given to embody in effort what would 
else expire as a mere device. It is con. 
ceived that brethren would return from such 
association refreshed in spirit, expectant of 
the future, the resolution strengthened to 
devotion in the cause of Christ; while some 
impressions, never to be obliterated, might 
accrue from the public services which would 
then be conducted The society is entreated 
to place no agent, if possible, at such a dis- 
tance from his brethren, as to prevent the 
accomplishment of this measure; just as 
expiring embers, gathered closer, kindle 
afresh and dispense their latent heat, so bre- 
thren, thus assembled, would become re- 
animated, and prove more extensive bless. 
ings. 

Further encouragement would arise from 
the more frequent and specific reference to 
Ireland and her missionaries, at the monthly 
meetings of British christians for united 
prayer. As each portion of the missionary 
field has its distinct and urgent claim, would 
it not conduce to the variety, and consequent 
interest of such meetings, if, instead of 
repeated general supplications, each brother 
selected some definite portions, with their 
peculiar necessities, as the burden of his 
prayers and intercessions! The objects thus 
presented more distinctly, would be more 
impressive, awaking pious aspirations, and 
increasing effort. 

Many appeals have been lately made to 
our pious friends whom God has entrusted 
with a larger portion of wealth than others ; 
that in their visits, combining the search 
of health, or the love of natural scenery, with 
spiritual usefulness, they wovld become the 
friends of home and Irish missions; your 
correspondent will therefore do no more than 
add his own to the importunities already 
employed ; remarking that such, in addition 
to the increase they would derive to their 
own happiness, in having cheered and as- 
sisted the humblest labourer in the vine- 


yard; would become points of appeal, and- 


reference for the doubtful, sources of inform. 
ation in their respective localities, guarantees 
of the suitable appropriation of the funds 
provided by christian benevolence, and the 
means of swelling its lesser streams as they 
flowed to fertilize the barren portions of the 
empire. ‘ 

Not that Ireland is barren, or that the la- 


bour bestowed upon herhas been unrequited: _ 


her soil, both natural and moral, is rich, yet, 
as the richest when neglected will be most 


| produetive of noxious weeds, luxuriant as 


Since Wines s x 


4 
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they are hurtful, so the result of centuries of 
neglect is painfully evident, but felt by none 
so much as those, who in the work of moral 
culture, are impeded at every step by weeds 
of spontaneous growth, and by the tares, 
which, ‘‘ while men slept,” the enemy hath 
sown. This state must retard, though it 
cannot prevent, the approach of harvest; it 
must distress, while it confers additional 
honor on the faithful labourers; reflection 
here will moderate the over-sanguine ex- 
pectations of some, and stimulate the acti- 
vity and zeal of others, it will, moreover, it 


is hoped, accomplish that for which your 
pages have been chiefly sought, it will excite 
more tender sympathy and more enlarged 
co-operation in the honourable and _ blessed 
work of planting wholly a right seed, whose 
fruit shall be peace to a distracted country, 
and prosperity in all its relations; benevo- 
lence and purity as its distinctive features, 
and ‘‘ Glory to God in the highest,” as the 
author of every good and perfect gift. 
I am, dear brother, yours, truly, 
CHARLES HARDCASILE, 
Waterford, March 18, 1840. 
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